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Preface

Drt. Ranjit Sabhpandit, Vice-Principal of BBK: College,

Nagaon, Barpeta has been working in the college since 1991 with
full of energy, devotion and always in search of writting for
Historical evidences that makés people aware of our heritage and
Socio-economic and political conditions. His recent publication
titled “The Gaze : A Reflection on Socio-Political Issues’ is one of
his endeavour in this direction. - ‘
. The Book on the chio-PoliticalAivss‘ues of Assam aspires
to.the rank of a historical and chronological record of the history
of Assam and their subsequent embellishment - 2 §ul_)ject 's0
intimately connected with history which has beena matter of much
Speculation to the antiquarian and man of‘ letters as well as of
gteat interest to-the-people of Assam. o

The perusal of works will make things clear on the cost
of opportunities for independence of Assam and the role of Assam
Students comimunity. Role of British and leaders of Assam as well
<as Nationi] leaders which are explained thoroughly in this book.
The book emphasises on land dispute of Assam alongwith innerline
and security of the indigenous people where as the book will
‘Provide an opportunity of consulting the works as reference-book

-~ for-sesearch work as well as for citing theories.

- -Lhope this book will help.to und“ffs‘m"d13"""_1é eﬁdaﬁex .@m
Somumunities for solving the disputes that will belp. ap;tumto; live
n peace. ’ ‘

:ﬁ@n@%ﬁﬁpﬁnas)
.Principal
{BBK. Callege
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Introduction

It is my privilege to contribite afew lines to the book
authored by my esteemed colleague, Dr. Ranjit Sabhapandit
(hereafter, Pandit Sir). Mt

y association with Pandit Sir, whic
- dates back t0 2010, hag ,

o . 'ir 1s not 'pnly a scholar of greaf repute but
also 8 person with an amicable disposition. His readiness t0
assistand contribute to any endeavour put forth by the colleg®
authority is truly commendab,

‘ e. At BBK. College, he has
. us pivotal
Coordmator, IQAC, ang mo

. " 18 a diverse e

socio-political elements thay have :,?;1;2 4Of historical anig
shaping the landscape of Aggamy ey the pro. - Otal roles
region. Its scope is Vast, encomp ity

assing critic

roles, including that of 2 .

er North East i’
al thames that

: . » in comprehending the region’s
ount importance in ¢ - htricacies that
giftfel;arttn\:vards independence and the intricacies t
i i e it. .
persmter(liﬂitlrl;?ltlgnt‘;\is book is the narrative of tl;e ;::rll%gtl:
¢ i sta
. enduring te
i nce in Assam, an one
- mdepenc(ll;ennm' ation and resilience, allld"afgflfggsst‘satn
uItlwlalwemigon’s historical identity.” The role o ment is also
o :1 © tr?S ommunity in the indepenQence mci\;li ignificant
, L p ¢ S. . Ll ..
contributions of these t);i(:eml;%:;cm délves into -contemporarzi/
ermore, . IO TP ‘a1 ts an
is i‘fl:l;s the intricate matters of mdi’gfl?;gz ;%llle:dties
1ssues, It offers an in-depth analysis ‘1;1 Fast, a region
:ﬁggﬁdi’ng migration in the Nor:ai"c Th'e’.:CO'upland
distinguished: by its unique cultural mo h East are explored
1§tmfgu ed movements in the Nort ariding -of the
Plag a::ii ar:l(:Vldlng a comprehenSlVe unﬁersed the-.fegiOh’s
'llgét::i'ca’l -g,nd political context that hasAs apet TR
present state.

- SN
. The book also addresses inter-state boundary
T The

) av. th East, providing a
disputes, a pressing concern 10 _:he I\{:rritty on these complex
Valuable’resource'for those seeking € T
ternton;ul matter:;y« this book is @ scholarly maz:firt% o nd
n summary, f history; € >
: he .threads of | ive perspective
Comtemponesy issucs, oeing & o atands s an
Zﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂfrﬂy’ of Assam and the Norh B0 P vdents
indis J’ ble resource for researchers, the intricacies and
and gﬁn:ﬁ se interested in unravelling t1€ ificant effort to
s region. This boo ives and invaluable
It::‘li?:;cteg l?él;h:;erggen-overlooked narr'?;lvtz)estry of Indian
contributions of the North East t0 the i

history - -

Dr. Gopal Kr. Sarma
" Assistant Professor
Co-ordinator, IQAC, B.B.K. College
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About:the book

“The:pen has always been a powerful tool for addressing
-social issues ‘and-bringing about change. One such writer who has

“made significant contribution irt'this regard-is Dr. Ramjit Sabhapandit.

‘It-has-been a-great privilege' for me to have been a colleague of Dr.
- Siabhavandit -From the very. first:day of my introduction to sir; I have

known him:to.be: very-dedicated -and- engaging his time to thorough

research, careful fact checks and providing thought provoking insights
on.a-wide'zange of topics be it politics, social issues, or history.:He
has-taken: nitiatives to engage the other faculty members-into
disoussions-on: various topics. He thas consistently-produced articles
;that :are- not only: informative ‘but also thought provoking. He has
~alsomade.efforts to dgnite the minds of students by.organizing debate
.competitions on social issues.

Dr. Sabhapandit has been consistently contributing articles
“toregional newspapers, thus reaching out to a broad audience. ‘What
- truly makes his writing exceptional is his:ability to tackle controversial

‘tapics-with sensitivity-and nuance. He can explore the complexities
-vof:mrodern:society without resorting to simplistic or reductive

sarguments, His. writing encourages readers to think critically..about

the issues .at hand and to consider multiple perspectives.
The present work reflects Dr’ Sabhapandit’s thoughts and
views on & wide variety of topics of importance on Assam and North
‘Bast dndia, ‘His wéll researched views would definitely help totackle
“comtroversial topics.and also- to consider multiple -perspgctwes on
 burning issues, thus-showing ways {0 2 long:lasting solution.
‘Ltake the opportunity to congratulate sir on the publication
6f a thought-provoking book. His dedication and.‘hard' work have
“paid 6ff\arid: L:amt thrilted to- see his ideas :and insights-shared with
“the-wotlid May: the book inspire redders to think deeply-and-engage
“withithe important issues: that: Dr. sabhapa@tesimhasexplered!
T-wish:sir: a great:success in his writing career!

‘Pr.‘Bhupen’Rabha
Assistant Professor
Assistant Co-ordinator,
JQAC, B:B:K. College




About the book

The text as a whole is an exceptional piece of work in which

. ththe. chapters be.ing. discussed provide ‘a valuable addition in
strengthening and enriching one’s’ knowledge regardin i
political ‘and socio-economic as garding various

The discussion and debates of pects of Assam & Northeast India.

each of

Anupamg Dey;
evi
Asstt. Professor, BBXK. College

10% Oct. 2023

numerous issyes being channelised . :

From the Author

Sometimes it feels good to rethink and re-analyse about
things that we often see around us daily but don’t think about
deeply. New questions arise in our mind and we frantically seek
answers. We are compelled to delve deeply into the subjects.

It is very difficult to analyse something from a neutral
point of view. This is the main problem in analysing the problems
in our society to take a neutral stand. We always take a side while
analysing the problems. We do not have the mindset for self-
alialysis. It is our basic nature to take one side and then, entertain
ouiselves by finding faults with the ‘other side’.

I always nurtured a dream to arrange my thoughts and
views for my own pleasure. The essays included in this book is a
result of that ‘arranged thinking’. The readers will definitely find
scope to criticise and put forward their opinion about these essays.
The essays included in this book has already been published in
various newspapers-Imagazines of Assam.

My heartfelt thanks t0 Hitesh Sarma for helping with the
DTP work of this book. I thank the Ashirbad Computer Press
Publication and its proprietor; Kailash Das and Ajit Medhi for
taking the responsibility of printing the book. The cover page credit
g0es to Bikash Barua, thanks to him as well. I extend my heartfelt
gratitude to my college Principal Dr. Pradip Das, my colleague,
Dr. Gopal Sarma, Dr. Bhupen Rabha, Dr. Mrinal Misra, Harun




Al-Rashid, Dr. Pranjyoti'Déka, Mrs. *Phultenu ‘Misra, Anupama
Devi, Dr. Hiramani ‘Haloi, those who ‘helped ‘me a 1ot in -the
completion of this booksByloareﬁallyzct)llecting and preserving
the essaysptiblished in various -neWSpapersﬂ{iaga_zines,.my better-

half Rijumoni Goswami and my son, Pratushraag not only helped .- -

but also encouraged me immensely in this book becoming a-reality.
T'hope the readers will welcore the by

ocok-and by; pointing
out the errors-mistakes inspire me to mareh-abiead with my fiiture
ventures. ' :

st .

ISw]:x?I?:;rzou Ranjit Sabhapandit
G.C Liane,Galiyahati
Barpeta.
Contaict:94353-21134
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CHAPTER 1

Independence of Assam :
-Lost Opportunities

The National government of independent India was trying
to spread the message of peace and progress among the masses
through the development of a pan-Indian consciousness. However,
it was easier said than done to wipe away the already rooted
suspicion and chaos in the mind of the Indian populace comprising

~ of various languages, castes, ethnicities and communities. In fact,
.. inthe post-independence scenario the suspicions and chaos instead

of decreasing was gradually increasing. It may be noted that the
manner in which the Indian administrative system had been
displaying neglect and deceit towards the regional groups and
communities, was one of the major cause for this.

The condition and environment of the Northeast cannot
be compared with the other regions of India. The expansive area
of Bor Asom (undivided Assam) and Tripura, Mizoram, NEFA
(now the seven sisters) was assimilated with India by the colonial

‘ power through dubious conspiracies. In case of Assam, it was

seen that the Burmese invasions, weakness of the royalty, the
desperation of the subject populace to save their lives- in such a
scenario, the British, in the guise of saviours, subjugated the Ahom
administered Assam through a specific political understanding.
In other wbrds, the British did not occupy Assam through a specific
political arrangement.

In 1990, The United Liberation Force of Assam (ULFA)
followed the example of the 1967 Kashmiri revolutionary group’s
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dGenemand era] i’:;eman;n] dependent. state. that led:to. the, United Nations.
revolutionas ;y"(.UNI (GA) resolution n0.1541 and the 1970 Sikh.
noy«zm‘_nar;es,s lar demand that led.to the. UNGA resolution.
the. UN "I\a/l‘; ;::t a:‘:gpeall,l.ﬂh? the erstwhile. General Secretary of
’J; ANy . .CZ, .‘ r “torm . As . ,. .
Vi h:;}; ampWha]; Zvas.the.basm; of such an appeal from the, ULF]?A?‘
a5 to why.the ba:fspz? tl:f: Y into this question. There is no reason-
: + f this appeal capn . ' g
History stands. witness to Ppeal.cannot be discussed even now.

the
several opportunities. to ..shal;)tsfact i, Assamcss bad found

¢ Assam into .
this.essay. W0 a-sovereign state. In
o ossay.an attempt has been made to.sketch and.an algy:e ﬂlz:ugh

that the terms of the Yandaboo treaty had recognised ‘Assam’s
independent status’. To discuss this issue elaborately it is necessary

* " o tefer to Articles no.2 and 4 of the said treaty signed on 24t

February 1826 between the King of Ava (Burma) and the British
East India Company. ‘

Article no.2 of the Yandaboo treaty states that:

‘His Majesty the King of Ava renounces all claims upon
and will abstain from all future interference with, the principality
of Assam and its dependencies and also with the contiguous petty
states of Cachar and Jyntia. With regard to Munnipur it is

. stipulated, that, should Ghumbheer Singh desire to return to that
" country, he will be recognized by the King of Ava as Rajah thereof.’

It can be concluded from the above Article that -
_ 1. The landmass known as Assam was ruled by the King
as an independent principality.
" 9. Yandaboo treaty recognized the ‘independent’ status
of Assam. '
3. There were some vassal principalities in Assam and

~_their administration was directed by the Ahom King.

4. The King of Ava (Burma) renounced all claims over
Assam and the vassal principalities of Assam.
5. Tt was clearly mentioned that henceforth the King of
Ava (Burmzi) will not interfere in the Ahom ruled principality of
Assam.
_ From the above explanations it becomes quite clear that
even prior to the Yandaboo treaty Assam has been stated to be a
‘principality ruled by the Ahom King’ (as per the terms included

“in the treaty) and the Burmese King renounced all claims over

Assam. This amounted to the fact that Assam was a sovereign
state and though this sovereignty had been undermined
temporarily, the treaty once more established the former
‘sovereign’ status of the Ahom King.

The Gaze : A Reflection on Socio-Political Issues / 3




Article no.4 of the Yandaboo treaty stated :
Govern H’:‘ Ahiajesty the King of ’A'vd “cédes to the British
overnment the conquered provinces of Yeh, Tavoy, Mérgui and

Tenasserim, with the i e
, e lSIand and depes . :
appertaining, ependencie

on that fronti

et:kx:r;gd tZe Salween river as the line of demarcating
; oubts regarding their boundaries will be

cified in the concludin
. g part ird’
Tho somt i o part of article third’.

those areas which the Burmese

settled as spe

The Gaze : ’
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S thereunto o

l‘f. is, according to this clause,
King ceded to the British were

The British had occupied Uttar Pradesh (Awadh), Punjab,
Jhansi, Chaura, Nagpur, etc. either by means of war or diplomacy.
The same happened in Assam also and the Assamese people were
taken for a ride. To legalize their illegal designs the British made
Purandar Singha the king of upper Assam, only in name (1833) in
return for 50,000/ rupee® as annual tax. On the pretext that he had

i been ‘unable to pay this amount decided vide the treaty to the
" Company, Purandar Singha was dismissed.[ The person in charge

of revenue collection, Maniram Duttabarua (later Dewan) siphoned
away the money and never deposited it to the Company]. With
the dismissal of Purandar Singha on 31* July 1839 the opportunity
for the British to fulfil their wishes became sucessful and the whole
of Assam came under their direct rule. By enthroning Purandar
Singha the British displayed their sympathy towards the Assamese

. people and by dismissing him they proved that a peaceful existence
. of the Assamese people was impossible under the local ruler.

" In fact, it was much before the Yandaboo treaty that the
greedy eyes of the British had found in Assam. There is ample
proof of this. In his report of 1774 George Bogle mentions, ‘The
Company’s trade with Assam is extremely profitable and it is
necessary that it should be expanded in the future. Teaching the
Ahom King a lesson by a group of Company soldiers will lessen
his dominance over the trade activities and all over Assam the

. .English’ trading activities will be possible’’. The Company

appointed a person by the name of Half Bailey in 1774 to
investigate the commercial possibilities of Assam’. According to
sources, the Company had exported One Lakh maund of salt from
Bengal to Assam at that time itself. On 28" February 1793
Swargadeo Gaurinath Singha had signed a treaty which stated
that the people of Bengal and Assam are free to trade in various
commercial goods®. John Mackosh’s Topography of Assam (1837),

- William Robinson’s A Descripfive Account of Assam’(1881), and

The Gaze : A Reflection on Socio-Political Issues / 5




Captain R B Pemberton’s A Report ~0;1 The .Eastel;n: F;.'oniier ,Of

British India? (1833) stand testimony to the fact that such studies ..

?n})t(;::: - Werenot carried out by the British merely for trading,
or gaining knowledge about ' e
Pemberton Burma ang iy 8¢ about Assam. As per the report ‘of

goods of Assam and to gam

to Pay gold, rubber angd other
rupee to the Britigh,

- After Swargadeo py

10 Togain independences > . oS LTOM ams to pefitions

© anounced through the
€arlie
nchayat that g

. e R

et; had their eyes on the commercial -
1t, both these countries were willing.
valuables worth 70,000/ to 100,000/ -

wrandar Singha was dethroned there .

T during the days of
PPorted the British and

consisting of Maniram Dutta Barua, Kashinath Tamuli Phukan,
Haranath Parbatiya Barua, Dutiram Kakoty, Madharam Borgohain
and his son, passed the same sentence in line with that of the
Brit'ish.v : R S T

V The public hanging of Jeuram and Piyoli could not garner
any reaction in the minds of the Assamese people at that time.It

 should be noticed that the next generation of educated and

progressive Assames¢ also never acknowledged Jeuram-Piyoli’s
activities as patriotic. Ratneswar Mahanta wrote in the magazine

- Jonaki— 'They never realised the strength of the British nor did
they understand what the British wished for. They tried to gain

independence through a hot-blooded attempt to chase away the
British. It was like moving a mountain with a twig. No wise man

 will support Piyoli Phukan’s deeds. We will not protest agdinst

his hanging. Death is the justified punishment for a supporter of
sedition'®’, It is obvious from this that one section of the elite
stpported the British for their vested interests while the middle
class did not like any activities against the British. In fact, they
acted as spies to foil any such activities and plans. -

‘The British themselves felt that Assam had been
incorporated into the British-Indian empire through' absolutely
unfair means. Even though quite late in time, the British wanted
to know how the Assamese people wanted to live, and they opined
that the responsibility to take decisions in this regard was to be
given to the Assamese people themselves. That was why the subject
of Assam was listed for discussion in the 1* Round Table
Conference (RTC) in London from 12 Nov.1930-19* Jan.1931.
However, the National Congress boycotted the first RTC when

- — the Secretary to India vetoed the announcement of the Viceroy

Lord Irwin that India was to be a dominion state. Thereaftcr, when
the 2™ RTC was organised from 7* September — 1* Dec 1931in
London, the Indian National Congress (INC) did not send any
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:P msm?ﬁ“,g from Assam even though the subject of Assam W85 )“
T:re again in the list of discussions. : ]
The ﬁrs:N?portunity for Assam to gain independence: .
RTC, the sz:;ynjchizif:sed to accept the decisions of e 2 |
4 _4'“:0 Oanied o ’4;‘,
Dec 1-932)'Wh_erein the SUbjec:gof:sS the 37 RTC (17% Nov- 2

i
i

once more. To rep am was listed for discussio® |

res L
Barua was sel Present Assam in that conference Chandra,dhar .

Assam wanted, Ba:;y the ‘9011.81688.‘ When questioned as t0 what |
that Assam wished ioi:'phed in brief (as had been pre-planﬂed)‘ ,
1 Wishe ficorporated into the pan-Indian flow A

the conclusion
of the i .
Macdonald conference the British MP, Rams -

bha and the first I "
. a, | 2 30 the first President of the 457 |
Singha the Ahom ey, th Gohain Barua, or Chandra Nare¥?

Surendranath Borgohain several leaders from the hills and valleys
of Assam gathered in a conference in the Khasi Dorbar of Shillong

 on the 21,227 and 23~ of March 1945. In this conference, the 4

resolution which was unanimously accepted, demanded that Assam
was to be recognised as a separate independent state. The resolution
stated- “Whether India becomes Hindustan or Pakistan, Assam

will remain as a separate independent state. No one can consider

~ Assam as an integral part of India. Assam has never been a part
of India. The culture and heritage of Assam is different from India”.

To achieve their objective, a political party named ‘Tribes and

~ Races Federation’ was formed in this conference.”’

One section of the casteist Assamese living under the

_ protective umbrella of the imperialist British rule were not at all

l}appy with the resolution accepted in the Khasi Dorbar. This
section that wholeheartedly wanted to be immersed into the pan-
Indian stream left no stone unturned to wile away the simple and

innocent Assamese people of the hills and valleys from the Ahom

Sabha (And they succecded as well. By enticing the officials of
the Sabha with promises of posts in the Congress they could tear
away the fabric of this Assamese national organization). If we

_analyse, we see that right from Gomdhar Konwar to Maniram

Dewan, those people who led the anti-British revolts had a political
agenda, i.e, to snatch away the ruling power from the British.
According to Dr.Hiren Gohain, these permanent failures(the
revolts)-‘on the one hand destroyed the feudal structure and on
the other crushed forever the dreams of the Assamese capitalists
about economic independence and social development of Assam".

The systematic imperialistic exploitation of the British

' began and with it, the foundation of the British administration

became concrete. It was under this umbrella that the Assamese
middle class began to thrive. From Dhekial Phukan'? to Manik
Chandra Barua, a group of Assamese middle class abandoned the

The Gaze : A Refiection on Socio-Political Issues / 9




Pathof conflict and l'eVOlf tr L
eaded u D1 T
concentrated their energy for the 669521; by Piyoli- Dewan and

ment of the motherland

under the shade of iali f
e of imperialist exploitation. T is a fact that these

pers9na11ties made great contributions to the A

Surendranath Borg "eral in Delhi by

Were- ohain on 5t he Sabha President,

l. In the Péople’s CO

§sam must be of

November 1945, The clauses

uncil, representatives of every, -

The second opportunity for Assam to gain independence:
Turning the pages of history one can see that Assam did
not avail the second opportunity to become independent from

India. Just before independence the central leaders led by Nehru

had accepted the ‘Grouping’ resolution conspiring to include

- Assam in group ‘C’, eventually to be incorporated in the proposed

East Pakistan. To put it bluntly, the Congress had already taken a

* decision to leave out Assam from the proposed Hindustan. At the

time when the Assam Congress led by Bordoloi disagreed to the
‘Grouping’ resolution, at the time when Assam had been thrown
out of India, even at that time Assam wanted to be immersed with
India. When the famous Congress leaders of India had decided to
throw Assam out of India, why did the Congress leaders of Assam
not demand a separate independent Assam? The resolution which
had been taken in the Khasi Dorbar earlier with the leadership of
the Ahom Sabha and consent of all the ethnic tribes and
communities could have been brought out and acknowledged by

the Assam Congress at this point in time but that was not done——
Why? To be very honest, it was only because of the Assam

Congress that this golden opportunity to gain independent status

for Assam did not materialise***.

Considered to be uneducated and undeveloped, the ethnic/
tribal community leaders of Assam had sensed in those pre-
independence times that situated so far away from Delhi, the
Assamese masses will find themselves lost in the vast ocean of
the Indian populace. Today, the Assamese people swayed by
nationalist aspirations must acknowledge the farsightedness of
those people. We salute those patriots of then undivided Assam,

because they —wnderstood that ASsati-willonedaybecome-the— -
colony of the new .‘b_lack-skinned’ Sahibs in place of being the

colony of the white-skinned Sakib. Only a’ particular group of
educated Assamese pretended not to understand this.
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~ Assam gained freedom just as Bengal, Bihar, Orissa,
Maharashtra, -etc. In the affairs of the United S,tates, we, the
Assamese just floated around. Sometimes in the pan-Indian stream
and sometimes in love for the world, We never understood our
~ own existence. We even lost what was ours as a result of the
conspiracy and deceit. of some people. Have we really found our
existence in the pan-Indian coritext? We

will have no reasons to
oppose being a part of pan-India if

We are not deprived of what is
rightfully ours. .~ ‘ :

PS: Ttistrue that B

_ - Who knows what will be the future
Shssaniin the hands of the RVt Badans?. v -
~voThe Ahom Sibha was formed in 1303 © o -
e otter that was sent by Mahatma Gandhi through Mahendra Mol
Choudhury and Bijoy Changry Bhagawati—" 1F it is required the people of Assam should go
3gainst the National to take decisions i
 Gopinath B

. ¢
’ -ongres | mtheirownimerestsregx_ndingﬂmﬁm“’.
v rdoloir Atmajibani, Agam Prakashan P -
Otun '

Parishad;p.121)
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** Ratneswar Mahantar Rachanawaly, p, 284
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Methi Sahib wrote to himy, “geg n’:‘” mm“ Sub-Assistant wigh 5 salary of 250/ rupees,

feth Wrote ! if yo .

advice, if you had not studied well.yy:u wou‘;?hg,,? ¢ to Caleutta on Colonel Jenking and “;ly
Your life”. Sahiryg aru.Chetang, Dy 1y; Gohain,eptgllmmed * pasper and prestige-ess o
Doty 119 Matik Chagrg oy Gohin, p31 »

hi Doars. _ TUa had kneeled before he English E -E in the
Dethi Derbar. He felt popoupen 8 1sh Emperor-Empress
Jibe] S::;:a:le }t;elt hono, to have been abje 4 show allegiance on behalf of Assam.
* omen Borgohain(ed,), Asam Prakashan Parishad,

CHAPTER 2

Role of the Assam Students comrrxmty
in the Independence Moyenlle
and the Cunningham Circular
I ‘ thé loﬁg a:llti-British. mdvemeﬁt in India under the
n

the direction
.. . : N]ovem ent under

the Civil Disobedience Mov

- Movement, the

d well
be termed as the secon
ional Congress can . ents. The
of th? :Nedatlmz:ment in the history of N.auonal fnov:Isnin various
o had read out to the towns-cities and villag 4 women
movementh?,d SII:Assam too the participation of men an ;v -
B e stadents and youth in this movement is of great
as v{ell o StuIn Assam, the student movemelzit anumed N
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Is,:ompcz)r:ti. In due course of time this movement assumed huge .
Pt :hn: ::,d ?preadto all.p.arts of India. In such circumstances, -~
£ {h' i olutionary Tsplr_lt, .on 29t and 30" December 1929,

¢ Lahore Congress Session under the presidentship of

J 1
awaharlal Nehru, the Congress abandoned the demand of

‘dominion status’ for India and R
D ; -and deman .
It was decided to celebs ded complete independence.

ate 26th January, 1930 as “Swaraj Divas’.

After 31 ; L
Indians hag beeithziif;':‘}f 1929, the last day till vihich the
Statys’! : : T an announcement of © .
§, on 2nd Jan 1930, in the Congress Wor o é)omu'uon
i king Committee

Dandi, broke the ‘Salt Jaw

i soml::l\y On that day, in the Jubilee
ongrons. oon Of the local youth club, the —
I G, 2 P

agi lchoudhury, Si“llnath Sarmal ‘ BOdelOi,
ong with hundreds
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of students and youth also participated®. However, at this point in
time there broke out dissensions among the Congress leaders of
Assam regarding the Lahore resclution of boycotting the
Legislative Assembly. Leaders like Tarunram Phukan, Gopinath
Bordoloi, Rohini Kumar Choudhury did not want to participate
in the Civil Disobedience movement and resigned from the
Congress*. On the other hand, leaders like Bishnuram Medhi, -
Ambikagiri Raichoudhury, Omeo Kr. Das, Siddhincth Sarma,
etc.,worked relentlessly for implementation of th- Lahore
Congress Session resolutions®. On 12th March 1930, the day of
Gandhij’s Dandi March, the leaders in Assam congregated in
Jubilee Park (at 3.00 in the afternoon) and discussed in depth about
the action and direction to be taken by the movement in the-
contemporary situation in Assam®. The public opinion of elderly
leader Tarunram Phukan that he will protest against the Civil
Disobedience Movement’ was a depressing situation for his
comrades. In support of Phukan’s Opinion, on 11th April, in the
meeting of the Assam Pradesh congress, the General Secretary
Taiyebullah, on the excuse that it would be problematic to break
the “Salt laws’ in Assam and pleading financial weakness of the
Pradesh Congress®, took the decision that Civil Disobedience

Movement will not be called in Assam. Bishnuram Medhi

(President) and Taiyebullah tried to explain with justification that
in Assam the ‘Salt laws’ were not there (since Assam was far

. away from the sea coast) and as such the Civil Disobedience

Movement will not be taken up here.
The news of Gandhiji reaching the Dandi Sea Shores and

successfully launching the Civil Disobedience Movement reached
Assam quite late. The entire incident of the ‘Salt laws’ being
broken, the meaning of the Civil Disobedience Movement, as well
as its causes were all described in detail in the directive which
was sent by Jawaharlal Nehru to be spread among the people in
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A:lssosam. (Th1s duectwe Was sent 10 all other regions of the country

pwze:;:hl: “mg"@"*«-e““i{°‘!m?@“:9f.ﬁhe..t§gidn Was more on less

o Doy be mentioned here that n the firt half of April
> Deputy Secretary of the British-Indian Empire, Russe

came on a visit of Assam (o take part in - £ mpire, Russell, who

British Tea. planters in ;S.ib,saga,r')p' @ feast organized by the

: Movement, published on 19 & :
ot ublished on 12¢h A
did not im oln th PICtext of problem of salf prddﬁct{oprll,\193o
d not implement Q‘Vll:DiSObedi,enceMerineh{ Thll‘l’ sa?:
o | .. -vovement. This news
P ﬁi:sgkelfﬂadharBamahbfAssam
~ $ Dandi March, Student leaders

the antj movement position of the

Assam were, ct:nedo\ﬁ:t:: Sanmilon where all the students of
r;vemm by Liladhar Barua'2,
Dot 1, . S5
1930, the studot iy e D200 Assam. On 15y

- - dent In various lucationa] inet: A . Apnl
went on strike, In the protest meer: Institutions in Assam

by the Congress workers Wl st o 2din v arious places

Picketm.g.‘ As‘-‘ - Voycotted ¢ 1SSeS
" PEF the announcement of 12th May, 1930 t
oavdy, 13 0
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jump into the Civil Disobedience
In. that mesting itself, it was '
15, small amounts of gyt that

implement Article. 144'4 the government put in their full might to

" resort to lathi-charge etc., on the students protesting through

picketing, strikes and congregating in meetings, in order to quell
the movement. But on the contrary, this only fuelled the students
with new. zeal and determination. They distributed salt in Nagao.,
Darrang and Sibsagar districts in order to awaken the political
consciousness among the masses. In Tezpur, while students were
distributing salt among the procession organized, police lathi
charged them. That very day, the police arrested Liladhar Barua

| -~ and Debananda Sarma's. (That day, the vicious lathi charge on

the students led Md. Taiyebullah to comment satirically that
‘beating up young students with lathis does not show tne Sravery
of the government )¢, On 15th May the police viciously attacked
the public in a meeting (alleging the breaking of Art. 144) in
Dhubri. 25 protesters were very seriously injured and among them,
many were students. One of them died on the spot!’. On 31st May,
the police lathi charged the public in two places in Tezpur. In a
meeting organized in the ‘Zilla Sadar’, the District Commissioner,
Harold Denhi ordered the students to disperse, but when they
refused to obey, the police lathicharged the gathering. Condition
of 13 students were serious'. The news of students being lathi
charged spread outside Assam also (Bengal Provincial Students
Federation had strongly condemned the atrocities on the students
of Assam).! Apart from supporting the protests, strikes, etc., of
the students, the Pradesh Congress till then, did not start a
movement on its own. In fact, young Congress leaders like Omeo
Kr. Das and Hem Chandra Barua requested the Assam Satra
Sanmilan many times to carry on the movement.

Compared to the Brahmaputra Valley the Civil
Disobedience Movement grew stronger in the Surma Valley.
Unlike Assam, in the Surma Valley the Civil Disobedience
Movement was not started by the students. Mr. Brajendranath
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Choudhiury (President of the Barak C
movement in the Sylhet distri;
the masses. Choudhurs
1 . ury requested all to break
. L m
;g::;e tZalzfm_chvxdually. On 6th April 193 Mr eDiaillt IZZV ant;l‘
asgupta (founder of Sylhet Kuluwara \,rldy::;shra:zl)1 I;na 18

ongress League) started this

°t and gained huge popularity from

organization attracted the attention of the Principal, D.E Robert
who intimated about it to the Education Officer. As a result, on

2nd April 1930 the government brought out a circular which
warned that ‘students who take part in the movement will be
deprived of employment. * The students, neglecting the circular,
observed strike in the College campus on 15th April 1930. To
take revenge, Principal Robert expelled 10 student leaders from
the College. The other students could not take this lying' down

... .and on 16th April observed a general strike in the college campus™.

“That day, in all schools of the Surma Valley, strikes were observed
against the expulsion. The news of this strike that took place in
entire valley was sent to the Director Education, Assam, Mr. J. R.
Cunnigham through two separate letters written respectively by
Principal Robert and the Surma Valley & Hill District
Commissioner. Realising the gravity of the situation, where the

students of all Assam were attracted to the movement, Cunningham

approached Egbert Lawrie Lucas Hammond, the Governor of

“ 7 Assam. After discussion with the Governor, on 26th April 1930,

Director Cunningham wrote to the heads of the educational
institutions to punish those students taking part in the movement.
Four days later, as per the written suggestions of the Governor, on
3rd May 1930, Director Cunningham sent the first Circular to the
head of the educational institutions which stated, ‘students taking
part in political matters, through strikes, hartals, boycotts etc.,
and disobeying authorities of schools / Colleges will be deprived

-+ of facilities like scholarship, hostel etc. And in addition, for
" violating discipline of the school / Colleges, oneach charge against

each student, not less than a rupee will be taken as fine’®. On
19th May, 1930 the second Circular that was sent stated, ‘Students
taking part in the movement will be expelled from school.” This

‘was a warning to the guardians. The Circular also informed the

guardians that to re-admit or to newly admit a student, they
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(guardians) will have to give in writing in the tabulated form that

-their behalf by their guardians?s.
- against the Cunningham Circ

. Circular, :the‘ Students, my

their wards will not take part in the movement ever again.

Moreov?r, _.students from the senior clé,sses (VIII to X) had to sign
a bond individually that they will abide by the promise made on

. The vehement protest by the students and their guardians
ular doubled the wrath and scope of

the Cl“l DlSObedlence Movement in entire Assam. After this

Ovement and the Civil Disobedience

| m;\;:ngen;g@rged together. On 21st July 1930 an emergent
~panb5-2§:".¢ifwaqm Satra Sanmilon was held in Hari Sabha in

. ahap'ti: With the 1 1 . ---9S
- policy of Ron-vi Objective of spreading Gandhiji

~violen,

. olence amongst the students in order to give
. dl!'ectlontpﬂ}gmovc N &

) ment. In that meeting leaders like Bishnuram
. Megh;j, J ng leaders like Bishn
. th:d%m}lmhand’a Barua and Omeo Kr. Das, while addressing

- Secretary?’

with €IS promised that the).’-:Wi’ll,<>0,ntinue the movement along
With .the IVE]

* Students *On 23rd July 1930 1 in the 3
(. Satyagn, -0 25td July 1930 to explain the essence O
directio
-";B,-Ol'do

9ha to the students and to direct the movement in a proper

"> @ working council was formed (in Nabin Chandra
Olor’s residence) with Bijoy Chandra Bhagawati as the

o At that time, the ryots jo'}nip_g_ithé studer&rmovéﬁuehi isa
pomnt to be noted. The ryot meetings** had aifeady m“Shl‘Oorhed

-during the Non-Cooperation Movement to demand the g olution

o joinin
movement with their own demand of 3 509, SJ & the student
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day after the summer vacations) the Principal of Cotton College,
D. Thomson cancelled all classes in order to thwart the attempts
of the students to hold picketing in the College campus. The

" President of the Governing Body of the college, A.H.W. Bentinck

(Commissioner, Brahmaputra Valley Division) praised the quick
action plan by the Prin.cipal. On that same day student picketing
was held in Cotton Collegiate School and Sonaram High School,
both located in the heart of the Guwahati. This news that students
in two schools in Guwahati got the opportunity for picketing
enraged Governor Egbert Lawrie Lucas Hammond that. He: opined
that this incident in Guwahati would have its repercussions all

-+ over Assam. **** Showcause notices were sent to the Principals
" of the two school as to why they had not taken action earlier to

prevent the incidents. Three days of continuous picketing in
Nagaon Government School campus by the students led to the
school authorities closing classes from 17th July. 9 student leaders
were arrested in this regard and after conviction under [Xadharon
Faujdari Dandabidhi] and sent to jail. Meanwhile, two former
picketeers were released on the ground that they did not apply

_ any force or threat. But the government also felt that their release_‘_.
" would fusel the indiscipline among the students. As a result, Md.

Syed Saadullah, as a Judicial member of the Legislative Cpuncil
prepared a note— ‘7o be arrested under the Picketing Ordinance
it is not always necessary that force or threat be used®® The
government exerted immense pressure on the civil administration
10 arrest and convict the picketeers indiscriminately. Such steps
of the government gradually increased the number of stgdents
joining the movement and the Congress workers also, with the

. “support of the students took part in the Civil Disobedience

Movement with new zeal. The ‘Picketing and Intimidation
Ordinance’ that was implemented from 2nd June 1930 all over
Assam led to hundreds of students being arrested®.
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GOVt H?; 8tShc :ug’. 1930 in association of the students of Barpeta
gathermg o ;ao , 9t$e people of Barpeta organized a public
- tﬁe i-]igh Schy (9th Aug ), frc?m the procession which started
Congress workers 010:;, and comprised of guardians, students and

[ ot 4 ) Pers?ns were arrested. The student leaders
arrested y were Rajendranath Deka, Mahendra Chandra

Pathak, Rabicharan D, tanan
as, Ach
BhagabanTalukdar,p yu da Das, Guruprasad Das

Oja, Madhab Dag rablad Das, Nagendranath Das, Dinabandht
the Goverment S:;hetci That very day, they were rusticated from
administration 1o ool. That day on the orders of the Barpet?

went searching arrest the Congress workers, the Police forcé

rains®. On IOmeZCh ‘;V;;ker’s residence even in the midst of heaVy
: u; ) _

Babu, Pres 8 1930, along Hari Prasad Brahmachari (Dalim

o we:;le::; Barpeta Congress Committee) 28 Congress
i e eStcd.. 1.2 people along with Brahmachari wer¢
gy sent to jail*! Through a declaration of 27th August

» "16 /Assam government accused the Barpeta and Guwahat

C . -

th:ng,ess Connmuee along with Assam Youth League of diverting
ﬂw ‘#dents C?\Vfaxds the movement. Convicted under Aﬁ.l6 of
ok dian Criminal law Amendment Act, the leaders arrested in

Peia. were sent to jail for six months®

. Such steps taken b
. 0 y the
?he number of students actively government gradually increased

" Inassociation with them, the Cdngress Pac i the movemont ad

80ods like Opium, Alcohols
e business centres, As in th®
> furing the CDM also, volunted

consciousnegs among the district level to awaken revolutiona®y
IntoXicating googs As © masses, through boycott of foreign and
"5 @ result of publicity against opium th°
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number of opium-users and sale of opium dropped in great
numbers. The Burha Xatradhikar Chaturbhuj Misra Deva of
Barpeta imposed tax on the opium and cannabis users®. This led
to a fall in demand of opium in Barpeta. »

On the basis of the ‘Picketing and Intimidation
Ordinance’, On 24th July 1930, 4 students of Sibsagar Government
High School were convicted and sent to jail. To avenge this, On
26th July 1930, the students set firé to school which completely
destroyed three rooms*. On 25-26th August 1930, 7 student leaders
of Jagi School went sent to jail. The government announced ‘the
closure of grants to Jagi Schoo®. R

Inspite of all efforts the Government was not able to
contain the gradually increasing student movement in the Surma
Valley. The European Principal of Murarichand College, D. E.
Robert, to the quell the student movement in the College directed
the Professors of the College to stand in the College-gate and stop
the student leaders from entering the college. The Professors felt
humiliated at this. When the Secretary of the College Teacher’s
Union, Jyotish Das informed that the Professors were not bound
to obey this order, the Principal dismissed him from service®. 3
student leaders were arrested from the College campus and later,
the administration through the Intimidation Ordiance, convicted
and sent them to jail from 6 months. On 9th July 1930, the
Yogendra Kishore Institute (Government aided) at Habiganj was
set on fire. This fire also engulfed the Madrasa building next door.
On 14th July 193, the day the D.P.I, Cunningham arrived in Sylhet,
Raja Girish Chandra High School was set on fire*”. On 13th August
1930, when the Govt. School located in Maulavi Bazar was set on
fire, it also burnt to ashes three rows of residences of the area™®.
There is no doubt that the Cunningham Circular of the Education
Department of Assam Government, imposed upon the students
and guardians, gave a new boost to the Civil Disobedience
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Movement in Assam. With the association of the students the Ci_Vﬂ
Disobedience Movement spread out all across Assam and was

converted into 2 mass movement against the British imperialism.
According to government information, till August 1930, only in
Guwahati Jail, more than 100 student leaders were serving time.
The same source stated that as

from M. C. College and 433.

been arrested®. The report of the Education department of 1930
stated that prior

. natprior to the Cunningham Circular, 15,164 students were
studying in the

; educational institutions of Assam while after the
- circular the number fe] to 11,940%

me strictures imposed by the Cunningham Circular on
Cational institutions of

Assam irritated the students and
guardians. In view of the movement, many guardians of the rural
areas who hoped to educate the children b
had to give up their wishes. In such a

. situation some responsiblé
guardians and socj po

‘ m
met on 6th July 193 in
2V In the e o
was decided to establish econd mecsing in Guwahati where 1t.

3 new schogl calleq g p Academy - :
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a result of picketing, 512 students L
students from Cotton College had

y sending them to school

That very day itself a 24-member school rrnanaging ?Ofnnﬁnee
was established with Kalicharan Sen as President, Rohini Kumar
Choudhury as Secretary, Gaurikanta Talulfdar and Keshabkanta
Barua as Assistant Secretary. on 15thJ ul.y, ina rented.house (fror.n
a businessman at Rs.100/- per month) in Tokowbm, Guwal.latlé
‘Kamrup Academy’ was inaugurated w1t:1 148 studen.ts19:113nl )
Keshab Narayan Dutta as the Head Master“ (On 25tl} Jun? ,
Kamrup Academy got recognition from Calcutta U.mveliSIty{; .
" “Tezpur Academy’ was the §§cond ngtlo?; schoo
established in the Brahmaputra valley by t‘he publg: o1 ) ﬂ:,ip:llr a:
a part of protest against the Cunningham C,lrcul'ftr. n A ng:lh ;
1930, with 67 students ‘Tezpur Academy’ was maigur: odon the
stage of ‘Ban Theatre’ in Te.zp1‘1r4:9(3';‘;zpur cademy
rec()grliz;;crloi:cz:st?na;calllgtt:;ling:11 t\llleers(llthlnningham Circular,. the pqof:;
of Barpeta established the ‘Barpeta Vidyapeeth’. It:,as ?Zg%m:w od
in the residence of Mr. Padma Bayan on 28th ugd : , i
oadish Medhi as the Head Master**. The school di nc; ge i
i:cgluired permission from Calcutta University t1.llfl9?§,1 . ) :t::;cé
the students were directed to go to Calcutta to s1t~ ce); " e entrance
exams. After 1933, when the school was recogniz an s oua
University, this problem was solved and henceforth, 2l ol et
new students could send their names through Barpeta 0 a.nnaiga1
School and sit for the matriculation exams. In 1932 Prass: . 145_
Choudhury adorned the post of Head Mas.ter of the Zc 00 th
Similarly, Sibsagar Vidyapeeth (Sibsagar?, lerugarh\/;l y:;qg);; )
(Dibrugarh), ‘Cachar High School’.(Sllchar, 7th-Ju ly 193 ),
Karimganj High School (Karimganj) agd 01:: schoo ea;:1 1ln
Habiganj and Maulvi Bazar were established®. Al.l the schools
mentioned above had been established by thf, public after great
hardships to challenge the absolutely .reactlonary gove}'nment
education system. These schools established by the public were
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recognized as “public school’ on “national school’. Establishment’ =

f
zf::sg schools compelled the government to relax the conditions
great populari Aigculaf - The national schools gradually gained.
national movemént programthe bsestthly‘ut o cuat in the subsequen
take part with rencwed geq] » the students of these schools could
In th e "
student move:nggo?litgg of the Indian freedom movement the
their i has set a shining example. Inspite of

could not defe:‘t’nt;l)lrames to dominate, the British administration
© great enthusiasm and spirit of the ASSamese

student fi .

recogniﬁozr;;;hh W1!l forever stay embedded in history as

Sacrifice for the € national consciousness, love for freedom, and
motherland and brethren, of the Assamese people

*On the final day
. (31 Dec) of
President of the sesq; the Cor L
R sess; . ngress Sess;
Vande Mataram’ ang o1 Nehru hoisted the flag of India il:':h‘:;:ei:m of i
O innumerab

930, in the CWC meeting, Gandhiji

* Planter Raj
j to S
s To ?mooum m:’:;:-‘: Aﬂ\a\e:ns 'Guh&. P-171

; laws, vioated e
M‘:;ﬂl); o szpa:dmem
R&“ma;iﬁg“ the Assam pryqegy &adm“wg;f’mﬂ!x':r 1561y, oy g C- D movement
* Nationa] umzognggﬁlw -am, the Civil Disobedj y

, on the banks of the River Ravi, the
le people chenting "

8 Krishna Sarma's Diary, Krishnakanta Sarma (1972), P.62.

 Political History of Assam, Vol-2, P.150.

15 Buranjir Sophura, Benudhar Sarmar Rachanawali, P.225.

16 Political History of Assam, Vol-2, P-150.
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CHAPTER 3

. |
INNERLINE AND SECURITY OF THE
INDIGENOUS

o th )
adition. The Abom king € Ahom reign this system
§ marked oyt specific roads

A

(passages) to be used by the hill people to come down to the valley
and carefully monitored so that no problems should be faced by
the valley dwellers on account of the visitors. Swargadeo Pratap
Singha (1603-41) had created the Posa' system at the junction of
the hills and valley. According to it, the hill tribes were allowed to
collect taxes and food stuff from certain villages adjacent to the
Ahom kingdom.

As a result of the Anglo-Burmese War (1824-26), when,
Assam went into the hands of the British, the earlier bond of
harmony between the hills and valyes now loosened. Soon after
establishing their reign over Assam, this commercial race turned
their attention towards the hilly regions around Assam. Ending
the neutral policy of the Ahom rulers the British now began to use
force against the hill tribes. Unable to stand up against the might
of the military supremacy of the British in direct combat, they
had to surrender to the British and give up all rights over their
land. Eventually with the phase wise attachment of the hill areas
with the valleys, the geographical boundaries of Assam expanded
and resulted in ‘Bor Asom’. These hill areas were named by the
British as ‘Excluded Area’.

Due to a few specific reasons the British were specially
attracted towards the hill areas. The undulating slopes of Assam
were a special attraction where they saw the possibilities of
economic profits through tea cultivation. Apart from that, they
eyed the hills of Assam where Rubber production was done. The
British government in order to expand tea cultivation in Assam
brought out a new legislation in the meeting of the House of
Commons in 1854 which gave special encouragement to the British
tea cultivators to grow tea in Assam. According to the new
legislation, the tea cultivators would get 500 acres® of waste (patif)
land as against the 100 acres previously. As a result, there grew
up a huge conglomerate of the private tea cultivators called ‘Assam
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E:;in}; in England. White skinned tea cultivators made a
pectine ez t‘;?}er ixssam where for their convenience was
e orihat Tea Company (1857) and James Findley

. ), grabbed thousands of acres of land and expanded

tea-cultivation,
ultivation. Consequently, from the sixties of the nineteenth -

centu ivat: .

mmpmnryietse:rz::itsl::?og In Assam gradually speeded up. The
0 help th ) '

tea gardens, and to spreadpth © educated Assamese youth to open

people organized Sy, € taste of tea among the Assamese.
Th ah-Haat" (Tea-fair) in Garhgaon in 1805°
€ aggressive :

unabated landngrabbingo: arrogant and cruel tea cultivators’

N reated problems for the hill trib
Sentiments of these tribes by forcefully taking Zs\;e:ht;z

land of thejr
ancestors from yore. As a result, regular conflicts

the tribes and the owners-workers

- governance beg

from now were to be kept separate from the valley on
administrative grounds. This was known as Inner line. According
to historian S K Borpujari. “... This line commonly known as the
Inner line, it was hoped would put an end to that infinite, slow but

certain advance to dangerousexposed position which has been

the source of difficulties ... beyond the line the tribes..... should
be left to manage their affairs as may be considered calculated to
establish a personal influence for good among the chiefs and
tribes”®. Tt was to protect the areas of the hill tribes from the
encroachment of the valley dwellers that, this administrative rule
was implemented. According to this system, the direct
administrative capacity of the British was from the valley to the
Inner Line. No person from the valley could cross the Inner Line
and enter the hilly area without permission. It was now not allowed
to purchase or hoard valuable products of the hill areas specially
rubber. On the other hand, specific land area beyond the Inner
line was kept away from the direct rule of the British. The tribes

in these areas were given the facility to arrange their administration

according to their own prevailing ways.
Though the area beyond the Inner line were not under

direct British rule but indirectly were still under the British. The

| hill tribes not restricted in any manner from coming down to the
" valley or living their lives according to the whims and fancy by

the British.
The work of the Innerline which started in 1873 was

completed in 1895. It needs to be mentioned that in all of Assam,
it was only in the Naga and Lushai hills plus the Balipara-Sadiya
Frontier Tract adjacent to- the Abor-Mishmi hill areas that the
Innerline was implemented. After the Chief Commissioner’s
an in Assam in 1874, four hill districts named after
the tribes were formed. Consequently, the Innerline system

implemented Naga hills and Lushai hills were also declared as
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districts. The hill areas alon;
' g the Balipara-Sadi i
'ya Frontier Tract
were beyond the reach of the Chief Commissioner gove:lla:lce

The extensive hill areas adj
jacent to the tr;
North East Frontier Agency (NEFA) 7S wore later known as

. ‘Bordoloi
this matter of Assam.

named as ‘Meghalaya’- thus two new states were born. Though

Nagaland had gained the status of a separate state in 1963 itself,

the Act of 1971 was later implemented there also. On 19th July

1995, Union Home Minister, S. B. Chauhan sat with the Chief

Ministers of the Seven States of the N.E in a meeting where he

proposed cancellation of the Innerline implemented in Arunachal,
" Mizoram and Nagaland'?.

The Central government had three arguments in favour
of cancelling the Innerline —

(1) Innerline was an impediment in the development of
an atmosphere of industrialization of the three states.

(2) As a result of Innerline, the progress of the states was
hampered, and

(3) Innerline was facilitating development of anti-
government movements in the said states.

The three arguments of the Central government were
unacceptable to the citizens as well as the then governments of
the three states. Blaming the Inner line for no industrial
development led to the counter question- “What then was the
reason for stagnant industrial development in the other four states
of the N. E. where the Inner line had not been implemented”?
The reasons for the very slow industrialization could be listed as-

_ 1. As a result of the partition of the country, 98% of the
N.E. borders were embraced by foreign nations, whereas it was
through a ‘Bottle-neck’ of just 21 kms that the N E remained
connected with New Delhi. Consequently, there remained a gap
in the communication between the N E and New Delhi.

2. Lack of capital and electric power for the
industrialization in the N E.

3. Lack of growth of an industrial mindset among the

people of the N E.

Whatever that may be, Chauhan had been sure that since
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:,;lthe seven N E states at that time had Congress (I) governments
th:tp:;g;;ale :votl;ltd b? readi.ly accepted. However, it was seen
hat the s ©s immediately called emergent Legislative
: ly sessions and took the resolution for even stricter
implementation of the fnerline®, At the time when Chauhan had
!)rop?sed the cancellation of the Inner line, the issue of the illegal

immij, i
grants was creating a furore in the states of the N.E.

naﬁonalilg e:v:hr:t:iat.:;on, state or rt?gion, it is the indigenous
i supp;ned i S and communities who are the deserving
ot pport dom ov?ners that are to be secured, conserved
ot p. l:lty. This, however does not mean an enmity

n-indigenous. But in Assam, there is an aberration

£oing on. Beginnin
th;ngun::at]:d illegalgmi;r Omﬁthe.second decade of the last centurys
East Pakistan and lateg:;'a o o Assam from undivided Beng?l

€xpanded a new demo independent Bangladesh has gradually

een relegated to a deplorable condition. Assam is now

graphic scenario wherein the “sons of the /

people were entitled to. This was very unfortunate for the entire

_Assamese nationality community.

It is fortunate that in Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal
Pradesh, such a problem is not there and never will - only because

"+ 6f the Tnnerline system. Though Meghalaya and Manipur do not
have the Innerline, in both these states, the rules and regulations

regarding the non-natives has been strongly in force since long
back. In 1977, the Meghalaya passed the Residential Permit-Act; -
whereby no outsider will be allowed to stay in the state beyond
four months without permission. According to this Act, in order
to protect the interests of the natives, land cannot be transferred
for being sold to outsiders. If there had been a similar Act or law

-.-in Assam like Meghalaya and Manipur banning the selling or
" - transfer of land to outsiders, at least the future of the Assamese

people would have been secure.

Of course, just passing an Act is not enough. Assamese
people are so poor in political consciousness, that there is no effort
or wish to even know whether any Act or law passed is actually
being implemented. Here is an example- after due-considerations,
Lokopriyo Bordoloi had formed 47 tribal belts and blocks, which
in the subsequent years became loose in the hands of those who

" came to power. The rules of these belts clearly stated that ‘if

eksaniya (where possessor has no legal right) land was occupied
by the immigrants or myadi (permanent land settlement) land was
not sold to qualified people, then in both cases they could be
evacuated’. The rulers and the ruled, neither understood the
meaning of ‘bestoni’ (belts). Large number of outsiders encroached
upon these belts, in spite of the law forbidding them from holding
or registering these lands in their name. The most important thing

- here is that, the dishonest officials of Revenue department and
the Registrar totally ignored the legal rules and registered land in

the name of the outsiders and continue to do so even today. The
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saddest fact here is that even after the historical antj- illegal migrz.mt
movement of Assam, these things should not have continued like
before. : '

Now, the Assamese a;é Being uprooted from their own
base in their own motherland, It

L is seen that thousands of square
kilometres of land ¢ i

and even thoﬁgh already
should be felt,. =
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CHAPTER 4

Interests- thoughts of the. Natives in
the Background of Migration

o . ugh the
T he Indian culture is 2 yogic ;nglstue::é;‘:;o frcg)m b
‘successive years, the Indian culture that arious tribes and
harmony and connection between the vIl,dians. The words-.
communities living here, is their soul fo;iie Indians introduces
< s del on w ibe-
to melt together’- the “.‘°. » that every tr
themselves automatically brings out the fact

i ibes /communities
community has its'own cultural identity. These tribes

basis of their
e developed on the .
who hold a separate identity (each articular geographical

tral
rful assembled cen
L ether the powe: . tividual
t.Iti tter of doubt wh . tain the individu
ahgxunm:sl:r?ltlzfae system has helped to n:;;anrtnaul;ﬁes though its
; ibes - P,

tural identity of the various trl ent situation
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it i P that many indigenous tribes-comm their own identity
. S seen o “Indian’ has already lost

gain recognition
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ographic background of b?astem
o gite clear. The ancient tribes of
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of time, the immigrants from
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East Bengal became majority in Tripura. The Sikkimese people |
lost their identity-and power over their own homeland only becaus®
of the Nepali inﬂltrators_.i Similar situations are g;adually
happening in many other statés of eastern India. The weak regional
tribes are gradually losing the power to hold on to their figl.‘ts
over their own land in these states and strong tribes or communitics
from other states (which have already emerged as strong) are .

imposing their authority over them. For-example, Bengalis from |

North Bast India, Biharis rom North India; Tamils from South
Marathis from West are powerful (in terms of numbers). Theil’
authority over other places catches the eye.

Toputitina simple way,
has certain legal rights over their -
kin. I such a community encroaches upon the rights of another,
will definitely be recognized as injustice. Once, on the sam®
sentiments expressed in Hitler’s “Main Kampf”, Mussolini a9
said- ‘The various nationalistic of this world can establish |
themselves and seécure themselves only by defeating and destroying
other nationglities . These words, in the current scenario of moder®

every nationality (community)
land as well as their kith and |

j1’. This phrase is nBow ’becoming:v?ry.p?pula-r among some
Z:lemizzf:omT:um?ties of the world. (In Indlft, it is gmnﬁezu:;zz
certain areas, particularly atx}ong the we ‘ nic
:?rr(::liniﬁes of eastern India). Along, with the phras; ‘.“.m ‘:{del
soil’ local, native and aborigine are synonyms that dzr::lk :?(i eigne::
used. Si‘xfﬁlarly, the opposites of the above wor

outsider, tc., are - l;‘ei‘zi: soejc”l.the soil’ is seen to have .been

vaili Th'e cor{izlfs;tés of India since pre-indepenc‘lenc.e tm{es&
e o o
the socio-economic and political interests of the states.

ign i i legal or
in those states which were facing foreign infiltration or leg

. nd the interests of
illegal migration from néighbourmg1 zt;s; :?ed lﬁl:;v e e
ec
f the locals were neg™=>"% i ression of
thi.ﬁ‘t:l:e;an to fear the gradually mcreas.lélagb l:gfo i‘ace his
native o .
out;i'dérs and felt legal pr°te°n-o.tt;z::tlrlilcl:a i“;;:ere‘sts came up for
onsiderations of only community-cen _ e et for
eC:nSl?in::K;l;:ﬁ business et They [t 00 n:‘et(:l:ob::i:l rghts.
r;l:eaction ’of their existing land righ ts- .onel 0 v movements to
l1)) ing the lést three decades of the last .cenmlfy’ states of India
g U = ocals were seen in many states ot Incia.
e interests of the locals we! o lamenting the threat
l';‘rh(:i)c::;anént residents of those states were lamenting

in their angui safeguard
4o their identity. A couple of states in theit anguish to safegu

ym th ide infiltration, even
ir d culture from the outsi
o l?l:ﬁu;:fe;nincnt protection. Some other states went a f;\lw
. N ) . . . e
(:en;:nﬁxnher and thought of certain rules and regulations in
i locals. o N
st (;ft:ve the question has come up, who is a loc:l ?
all le,aeh we say ‘local’, we understand- 1. People born
Generally,

i iding in a state
’ ; hical area or people resi
within a specific geograp

£ specific period of time. 2. We also understand the affinity
or a |
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prevailing in the land of thej

revaili their resi

provaling n | r residence. The identi

ving us places comes forth on the basis of 2622);:;:

they speak, b ,
eca

use the parameters of the ethnic communities.,

muniics,.

depend on their lingujst;
. . Language 1s the too

to express cultural

/ characteristi

one can ente Acteristics and it is

T the realm of cultural trag; 'ont:rcglfg'h language that
. Of course, it is not

without COm o,
plexities to .
of ouly lan establish the identi
. gua ) tity of local ;
i 2ge, because in a geographical ares ontltmh g
i a, there are

ultural characteristics and racial

- existence, withy
» Without usin,
Th ' g the languag
€€ are ancient residents © of the majority population-

?larticular area since
*will a y ete

. pply more for these people. The param €

ocal . rs to identify

’ as mentioned ab
) 0 3
compelled 1o accept h o ace very simpifid ideas. Still, we are

basis of the |
. anguage of the major;
1ajority) that the -
the post-

therefore are they entitled

Pre—histov'Vho- have been residing in that-
nc times. In fact, the d emandsof

example, those immigrants who enter

was
based on these ideas (on the |

- directed that the employmen

be given that even after residing in Assam with land and property,
a person from Bengal, Punjab or Kerala who refuses to identify

himself as ¢ Assamese’ from the linguistic and cultural angle cannot

be said to be ‘local’. These people are busy with their own work

trials and travails of the locals.

and do not wish to participate in
courity and benefits at par with -

Therefore, they cannot demand s
the local people. They are guests as Weiner says, “Guests cannot
share same joy and sorrow of those who belong to the state nor
d to all the rights and benefits”.

Of course a person who comes from another state and
resides in a particular state for years and assimilates totally into
the language and culture of the later, will definitely be counted as
a ‘local’. Here, the question of blind selfishness cannot aﬁ;e. For
ed Assam till the 50’s of the
last century or the Punjabi’s residing in Barkola in Nagaot, Assam
since ancient times, who have been completely merged into the
large umbrella of Assamese culture. R T

, It has already been mentioned that some states in India
have defined the meaning of locals and seriously thought about
Protecting their interests. The Législative AS'Se‘mblviAesldf 'thése
states have given importance t0 the matter and 'conSeny;d for proper
legal measures. In 1968, the f Bihar had declared

: Government 0
that the permanent residents of the state will be cOuntec? as lf)?a}ls’
and will be given priority in € ployment and economie facilities.
The Andhra Pradesh g'ovemment had p

repared the public
Employment (Requirement 3 Residence) Act in 1957 whereby it
at system should be

fimnited to the ‘sons
of soil’ only. Since 1977, the Meghaléya government is up-holding
the ‘Residential Permit Act’ whereby no outsider can reside in the
state beyond a period of four months without permission. This
Act also completely bans transferring of land to outsiders only in
the interest of the locals. '
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The land ¢ y . .
o R i ot
o € land has seen the maximum flow

Post*mdependenoe the ﬂOW . X
80, the air, water and land of Anear o POOPS OIS

graduauy increasing infiltration

‘ ‘ they b it

Society, on aen, _ Y have been able to form

Avsany e Woml:;t of very fast population growth. The loial;ri;
d because of these people. It is unfortuna: » ate that

anissue of sych i ¥
— ' magnitude has never been address

vcomes clear that the
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Assam. But, as a result of the

£ immigrants e : |
from within and outside the country. Even in the |

I
|
!
|
|

 back.

locals of Assam are gradually losing their Rights over land. Even
the “Tribal Belts® once created to safeguard the interests of the
locals are being gradually occupied by people from outside. The
situation has reached such a state that the commercially important
land has been grabbed by outsiders from the locals. Now, the price
of those land is sky high and the locals cannot afford to buy it

It is really unfortunate that no one has realized till now

the inevitability of protecting the land of Assam in the interests of
for the Assamese, that even

the locals. It is an unfortunate matter
today no importance is being given to the fact there must be control
over the buying selling of land. The locals are compelled to sell
their land for money. There was nothing objectionable here, if the
land went to locals. Since there is 00 government control the
commercial areas of Assam are being occupied by the non-
Assamese. Similarly, the alluvial lands along the rivers h.ave also
imilarly, the alluvial lands

been occupied by the non-Assamese. S' . .
along the rivers which have been occupied by illegal foreigners to

some extant is resulting in locals losing °Wﬁer3hil? rights to those
people.. Here, there is no ground for objection since the Assam

Accord has recognised them as na ives. The matter of concern
quired land rights and are

se who have ac
those who entered Assam

here is, among tho
inhabitants of alluvial riverine tracts et . '
after 25th March 1971 (As per the confession of Mr. Nilamon
Sen Deka former State Ministet Deparnnenll;lot; Home, on 11th
Nov. 2000 on the floor of Legislative Assemoty-)
If there had been an Act in Assam for the interests of the
- 7 ¢ would not have been so

Assamese, the Assamese peopl . ot
appréhensive about the illegal infiltration 1 the present situation

and this entire issue would 10t have assumed such a complex
form. Similarly, after the Assam Movement (1979-1985), a strong

desire for autonomous rule or power would not have risen within
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the ethnic communities. This hostility between the ethnics and
non-ethnics would not have beep expressed. It needs to be

mentioned here that one person from Assam, Prabindra Deka,
former MLA from PLP

Ssam, shoylq seriously think and
of protectiq,

0, even though it is already late-
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CHAPTER 5

The Coupland Plan and Armed
Mov.ements against India
in the North East

by the students an .
many changes, w:egrl:z:lans ~“India s on e th
_ Though it hag YOu come in this picg, r:ihOld of grect
pohtfcal history of Ase #Ot been publisheg re:
:g:c 1al importance, V;,arar;qr 3, the ‘Crov:n C
political thinking g NeVer implementeq - olony” holds 2
o‘r indirect effect o’f ; §Cuss:0ns and plans finally and yet, in
msmﬁam have mep; Crown Colony’ ¢ abo.ut Assam, a direct
the history books, Ac:n ed about ‘mella"‘f stlll, be felt. A few
uple of historjang h::l,O::m;lgry briefly in
* med it as ‘Reid’s
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- Emery. That is why it was named

 reforms to be brought i

Tnd; Xtensively in the o

Plan’2. On the other hand, one or two top British administrators,
ntioned it as ‘Coupland Plan’3. The

who were in Assam has me
reason. for this was, Assam’s Governor, Reid (5* October 1939-3

May 1942) after approving the ¢Crown Colony’ handed it to the
erstwhile Secretary General of India, L.S Emery, who passed it to
Reginald Coupland, renowned Professor of Cambridge University
for a thorough study. Having scrutinised all aspects of the proposal,
Coupland wrote a secret report in favour of it and returned it to
‘Coupland Plan™ Thus, the
and because Robert Reid and
al, it was called ‘Reid
Coupland Plan’ for

imagined state was ‘Crown Colony’
Professor Coupland approved of the propos
Plan’ and ‘Coupland Plan’. We are using

further discussion.
Though Robert Reid’s name

‘Coupland Plan’, ‘Crown Colony’ of
h-administrators — N.E Parry

plan was innovated by tWO Englis :
and Dr. John H. Hutton. The former was at first, the Chief
'Administrator of Garo Hills District, and thereafter Superintendent

r was the Chief Administrator

of the Lushai Hills District. The 131t

of Naga Hills District. These two administrators, o1 the basis of

their administrative experience and thinking, pro.posea.d5 before the
1928 that keeping in ViIeW the new .

Statutory Commission of view
India in the future the entire tribal areas

should be unified together under a separate admln}stratlve
machinery. They even proposed that the tribal hill areas 1 Assam
should be included in their proposed plan. From 1930 to 1?3 5,
artmental authorities

Hutton wrote many letiers and notes t0 the dep . .
to unify the entire tribakareas of the North East with the adjacent
' he mentioned 16 districts and

hill areas. In his proposed hill area, . :

a part of Burma including Kachin. Leaving aside the Burmese
region mentioned by him, the huge area included 25 Khasi estates,
Manipur, Tripura and Naga, Miri, Monpa, €tc., small yet British

comes up in the matter of
‘Reid’s plan’, in reality this
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administered (excluded and partially excluded) areas. Dr. Hutton’s
arguments in favour of the tribal Crown Colony were-

1) The Kachin hill areas North West of Burma was linked
to the hill areas of Assam. The Kachin region is located in the
borders of the then Naga hills

district of Assam and the state of
Manipur. The majority populati

on here is Christian, Similarly, in
Naga, Mizo, Khasi and Garo Hills, etc

3 1€ process of the developmental works done by the
C 1l Missionaries of both sides in fields of religion education
and social reform would become more convenient,
4) This huge region ® i

3) Way back in 1834, pe 3rd Bri .
Assam, Major Jenkins had agvi Titish Commissioner of

advised that 5 S€parate British Colony

Dr. Hutton agy; ntioned above that
brOUJ?izgitfi-tﬁ:Z e two Parts of the two countries be
Separate from Ind;, and ;?te With a overnment that will be

the grounds me,

0
Jor these areas. It was PrOb?b:zeffCrown
T approved the proposal 0

its adj
: ‘CTOWI'I COIOHY’ with Assam and 1

i d logic
Governor Reid did his own study on the advice and log

; North East
hill areas of the , :
1935 towards Assam and the ~wn Colony’. That is

. the ‘Cr ;
particularly attracted Reid tf“:fgsmery the Secretary-General h:;
i ittento L. S. P £ of 1935
;lfiy’ gthe letc::rf&v::March 1941 mentions- df h; ffo ti{e ir future.
"Ot:i"::t::; hill people sufficient ;aﬁi:?ar:liament. Itcan'’t be
] he Brik lings

j be decided by nterest or feeling
it would have to ith neither knowledge, z.n Gov. Reid
left to Indian leaders wit m such a view that
Colony. )

. in difficulties
ki action certain ?
However, even before taking 27 own Colony. When after

were seen on the Burmese areas ot . a mecting held froTn t
i iscussions about 1t 1 & - h officials to arrive &
gght days lgi: 1scw the failure of the Britis ,
ecember sa

; he
Smith took t
Dorman ]
rma, .
a consensus, the Governor of B;ion of Burma under Rangoon

- ~ular re . create the
decision to keep that pam;;le it was still wnsldered';;e situation
Even after this for some oining areas. -
lan gaining
Coupland p

wa]' led to . de endence
2nd World ¢ for indep
brought a?ou.t by the However, the fiery s-tmgg:)itious plan of ﬂ}e
- parate significance. am dampened this antlhat the British will
In India as well as Assituation the prospe": from becoming 2
f;’itish and in ;‘;h i‘:iled the Coupland piant

Ve to leave a

ained
reality, the Coupland plan has &

d plan
. ce alSO, ] the Couplan
After mdependefieason being, it Wa:h e first time planted
Special importance-‘ gl:wn Colony” that for

that patronised the

o
tates/hill distric
ing among the S - into a
the “anti-India’ poisonous sapel::iince, the sapling thrived
ep

-i is issue properly, we
of the North East. Post deo understand this lls;:rirll)g the initial
tree and is alive eve“:i‘l’l‘zy' ¢ 2nd World War.
will have to discuss SIP

iti es / 9




stages of the 2nd World War, Japan, after destroying the B}‘i'tlSh
-naval basein Singapore, won Andaman and Burma, took Manipur
and advanced up to the Naga Hills. Here, the Japanese and
Singaporean soldiers halted for sometime in temporary forts.
Considering the continuous. bombarding of Calcutta, the British-
and American military experts felt that Japan would win Calcutta
and separate the entire North East from India. Moreover, the British

€xperience of working as war-labourer in the 1st World War. The
guerilla armies of both,

places ‘were trained to use modern weapaons
made in Britajn- America. The Allies, anticipating danger, had
€ven made secret

reserves of arms and ammunitions in Kachip8.
However, the situati

had stored secretly
they left Kachin w;
American--Britjsp

guerrilla forced.

their superiors,
- Later, that reserve of
Property of the Kachin

the Japanege P.O.Wwg
Weapons became the

ion completely changed with the atom bombs

|, tribes of North East believed that OI:C
,,:i.i‘jihdeﬁeﬁﬁaent‘status will be resto

1] areas on
| Tejected the District Council for the hill ar

.. Prince prajsed the Coupland plan

as interest in S:E
. ’ . isal in rest m
- Made active once more . polmcal

- The Gaze : A Reflectio

' ttracted ighbouring
|- the Kachin guerilla’s against Rangoon 3 to t:i: ell(gal::hin for
l""‘hill tnbes The neighbouring rebels began to g

- coming busier
tainin, which ledto the Kachin traiing cambs t;z:z;:_g it
’ . a ; wayofearmng’ [P
d:a:,nby . Fm‘lilll;gi:sz::ted the rebellious groups of various
PS now ope . s o
Places to come for guerilla m& hands of the Bﬁtlsh'_ anq_
Considering their defeat in the har 6 of thehill

oSl oS historical accident, some ot &1 o

acceptance of vassalage as 3 the British lef, thir forme
4. Meanwhile, throgh the

¢ Indian governrhent

Coupland plan, they took a firm stanrstd atham tt;t:%ir wishes arid fie&ds.
(formed by Indians) will never understan¢ the Indian straggle 'for' |
The hill tribes, that had never taken part it ying their views and
ind o ¢ enraged when without Szeian rule. They were_

T . o
Oinions,they e brought under the Indin e 0% L0
already convinced that an armed

struggle was but a very iy
. | »P 4 P X n
matter. The Nagaland National Council formed by Phizo
r. The Nagalan:

the basis of ‘Gdt'l"“
,rmis against the
d took up BMS ,  at
o ed freedom an -+ 1enga and Bise:

}I;a':whad but demancgl the same ideology’. Lal:;l:gand Manipur,
Si(nl:a: army. zog(’:::: same path in le_:rKachin became the

respgtec?ivi:;a FZr all these guerilla Warror |
Centre for training.

<6 published in “The
ted 7° December 1966 publis
In an article da

. London7 Dr' RN
, jshed from LOE it it should’be
Agent; ional” publis dvised tha o
gentia Internati an.d a B one can 858 e

o dipl
that the British had a huge P
Asia 10 Jtiiyas mentioned ;nastem
development of the North od by the
They have always been 1gno ¢ the hills or
demands of the naive peoPle ©

.+ the extréiiely slow
i¢le that the mely 5O
art‘::s of India is t0 be notic::ile
e overtifiehit 6f*D‘eﬁ.n~..
y their wishes have been
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cruelly crushed by the
not ideal one for safe
inthe frontier areqs
of income, weaqlth, ..
there are q large ny

pdice’“‘i.litaw It said, “the Indian state is
feguarding tribal and backward communities
o NQ”h East... inequalities in the distribution
popu laﬁo'? has been living in poverty ...
mber of non-tribals who also feel deprived

. r from varioys ;, o, ‘
mentioned that even afyey Ina?(’“s inadequacies....”. Tt may b®

v:as- 'Iylllqia_jfs‘forelgn policy post in
close relation with Q. : ©
criticism of A:;csao“.e‘ Russia and the vehement and stross
M, K. P e "S204 by ndi's Foreign AR
America anq England be, ¢ United Nations. On the other hand:

in 1962 India failed tq o © Worried about future danger whe?
Situation, the {1z *°b‘;‘§§°s° Communist Chinese. In such 2
S:uma‘nd. Plan right yp 14 1 considering to expand the limits of
"nnaﬁieﬂdIYOr L
that, Christian ossal state under th; . Auence. FOr
> A ; - r (CIA ce.
0d sub-grgun, §s1onane§’lps (CIA) influen

o Cague :
Wt enir g 2 8 boen formed in Dhaka (1996)
Hinge -tk g con ShouldbemadeapartofEaStPakistan'
chcupy e n Agsa g -8 5 Undeclared plan to 104
o ?‘:sam T Y Mcreasing Bangladeshi majority 3"
L ASsams g g S
;!?elatedtoth' - > Woubles .. v - ’ {
o the o> that d cideration é
St e " Siatio, l‘le:;rt;: ;:Zp cdnslderauono?;
a 5ol ®d by sepace; < - € Student movement, S
oy g Yo% 0 Crs o o 5t aggresgve das had 947

With the Nagaland insurge®®
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dependerice- particularly India’s

*%4, and in order to oppose Chit

e the insurgents of Assam just as Kac
- aprime haunt. |

. Oof creating an independent state'’.

T 1991 Later on, the major section of this

| 1at;er group who trained and to0! :
&roup wanted to work with the!

.v_‘f°l'mer group of ULFA leaders

and sent several Assamese groups to Kachin. Gradually, when

, inine camp for
Ban insurgent’s den and training camp
gladesh emerged as an hin, Bangladesh also became

It cannot be denied fhat right from the days of the colonial

- influenced by thoughts
rul ] am had been influen
e, some people of Upper Ass Youths of Upper Assam

o ith the youths
belonging to this school of thought, joined handi 1‘;179-198};) and
from lower Assam during the student movement

ited Liberation
ed an insurgent movement through The United

: FA trained in Kachin
Front of Assam (ULFA). These soldiers of UL organization found
. irected by
the facility of training in the camps of the ms:;g:::sn:lgr country
religious sentiments of Bangladesh- Tmsk?lfings’ in Assam by
has even been facilitating the ‘SccrethLFAinthe insurgent
Providing safe residence to the leaders ©

Camps. -

It seems there
carlier group of ULFA leader

o .

is a differenc® of t?d@néa lzztl;v::; ze
i - din

e gladesh. The former

k refuge in Bang2 .

. 1. : rac1 1 ) .

independent and clean Assam keep ™ z::nslt:‘or the sacrifices

B hand wantcd © and also by
ut the latter, on the other [uxury an

ation under whose

oreign 1
Catering to the interests of the lt; seems to have totally moved
g the rebellion. The

Protection they thrived, and as SY .
sh has trained

. sive of
| d objective 0
away from the main cours® anfeel that Banglade .

. | ,-gamzation
— of soldiers of the ©
and o1 ¢ number 0 differences of
on;l given reﬁ;ge toa lf“'i  ts, OIC find su.ch g o within
ly to serve its own I . The division that 18 going of inles
’(t)l? iuon among the fwo gm‘:: ;aid to be a division of princip
e ULFA right now can ¥
_political Issues /53
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between the two. groups.

e India

~ " The present rebellious factions in the North.Ea_st (:;t;ly by

are all being secessionist supported directly or 1f1d1r;‘:or it
Bangladesh, Pakistan, China, England and America

of
respective selfish interests, Bangladesh aims to occupy a part O

of
the valley region of Assam and to weigh down the de‘-nogriglgrab
the state through Bangladeshi immigration, China’s aim is

» Vol-XCIIL, April 1944
- They are not Indian in iy ’;}’I
"guage nor in outlook.. .historic
...... fo Indign Province, *

of the N.E Tribes

of Indiq towards p,
and Integpey;

artition, Independenc®
on-1945-50, p. Syemlieh Pp.3-4
lm‘wgenqy in N-E Indiq, B.Pakem (ed.),pp.3 1,345,
* The Rising Nagas, Asoso Yonuo,p 163
1

(

Agrado.ot,22“’ April 19925 7
®) Future of ngiq, R.Couplang, PP.164-166 .
™ Politics ofSecgssionilvm inN-E Indiq.4 case Of Assam, G Phukan 18
Insurgency ip, N-E Ingiq B.Pakem(ed),ppz 55-70

The Gaze : 5 Reflection o Socio-Political Issues /54

| Nagas I0
Al'unachalis in the North East,

Y untoWa
- A 0ne-sided decision. If ay

ylain whos'
tis unnecessary to €Xp

ybannaIs e mmwas
“Victory Festival by B

CHAPTER 6

. cMinister
a Treaty, Chief Minister 1
] a 2. va °
e T,
Borbora 1\?ambar'D iphu Gelrllg Nagas
R?gm:;sive Mentality of t |
Aggressive Mentay”

' 1 sides.
.n from al .
ghalaya I
w is a victim of 38 the South, Megha'a¥
Assam no

ually
in Assam grad
ulted in :n of the
ession has resws the aggre SSl;istoﬁCal
the South West, etc. ager all these St& dously. Here, 8
becoming smaller. ‘A:loit;cg;reasing'“e’?enput forward- (1978, 10
. c . 3 ] b4
analysis of the the Jana : ister of
en 4 o
In Assam, ;hg)'threw Op'en m th Chlef.Mml 3
March - 4t Sep(tlisltri“’ ina s‘uiméal Asst
under Sibsagar rned
e o wa
Nagaland, Vizhole ha en - cidents
c ‘Assam gove rnmeit has Op rd nczd

jll not om 5 ese
sernment Wi ole, O™\ ssam
the Nagaland governm arning °fVIZhunleash°d. ’ ﬂfl‘or'&cts area.
. after this W ds was -DlPhu . .
ediately of thousan Nambar .
1979 5 killing-spree

s this
v o orders
side the Ren whose
Peasants residing inside and on

1ed that

Was carried out. _ .Vtzhde'w :
Chief:MiniSter Wthe cele
should be ﬁ'eeiofe.nclioac -sin AssET o
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clause 4 of the treagy

« ., e
Preamble: 7y, interim agreement between th
8overnment of Assam and Nagalang regarding the bound‘??r:
is0i river to Gorajan stred

between Assam
and from Kakoq

lause 4. The 45

nd Nagalang  from

s0i
"nment agrees that the Diso' . 5

‘date of the agreem

- When the tr
- government wag

0i. Valley Re
Will n

e
Orest, existing on th
0t be disturpege '

°°0 signed, pe Congres® -
¢ leadership of Sarat
Sctions of 1977, Golap
ot on 13y, March. A
and in the Doiyang R. F:
tish with gy, area of 94 5 squar®
conclydeq that, Whll.e
only concerneq vith his
€ turn 3 Reserved Forest
€ treaty g,:q S

. It Mmay be
' Alnister B Ora

OWn popularity, By givi g

an unreseryeq area. Cl'ause 5

. re Wlth or
tto mte'fe S
land government agre es o
The Nagaland,

of Assam
Contractors of o
. cials and Con : rved
he Forest officials ¢ jon in the said Reser id
obstruct in any way, the For of their functio ting of the sai
Sovernment in performance nance and WO tracts already
Forest or the normal mainte ements or <O The Assam
' t under leases, agre ent of ASSam L L
Reserved Fores Forest Departm Jand governme Jeases
entered into by theto Fornish the Nag:d complete list of ed
Pifieen days of this 'dentekd into in reSP’.‘-ee.s that .”oﬁ‘es"e:s'éﬂed
and contracts alred :vernméntﬁl’ thet aict of the said K
Forest. Tpe Assclzl,";J & entered into in resfméht"- s
OF contracts will be of this agreeme’s " in the treat)> °-
: . of k. »- dont’s.
Forest during connnuan;eel;;orate do’s-do o clanse
Insplte of all suc e mment'p o S entence ’ '.nt
, ' e gover lar s ernime!
Qestionable as to Whi':l'ct)l:esf‘? Here, 2P ~he Assam 8OVET
4 Doyang Reserved ccial 2NN in he will not be
4 of needs Spe: settlemen™™ - ement WIE T t
the treaty that the Naga s e of the agree o why Wlth.ou
OWever agrees <ting on the 4ate 1 arises as ©O W
Reserved Forest, O other Questo ds the nterést
“Sturbed, Here, again 5 aese, oY e cttowdids during e
Ay mention of the AS:d Foreé,’t? This 1 goveffimezi thé Nagas
Ve in the Disoi Reserv e by the Assatl:;fﬁde towarfhé' Assamese.
°f the Assamese p‘?opan d a lenient 3% f rabn
Signing of the treaty, . enl, D% . ivithout
reSlllted in a Weak’poSltlon ;zrbol'agovi::rsnightedness
The Forest Minister Ofttllleiack o 'an):i toiﬂie Ass
ith a tota /e land ™ stiv ds
v:.o:;dh“ry mehy documents ga\; victory zel')iph“ in the han
Tificati an n '
HCation o . the DOyang , an fo
and by celebrating Rengm® NEE i the o
“umerabie people in' ention®® © up il
% miscreants. It must szI:al:ﬂeSe ial governme
::We, both N;‘gas;;ied. gf an offi¢
etreatyhad een

’ ocio-P
. on . . vl '
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about the victory festival and granting of land had not been made,

- -.the Nagas would not have tried to dominate the Assamese villages .
in that area. To sum up, in future, that huge area could not hi:lve
been. demanded by the Nagas as a part of Nagaland, Like-wisés

the tendency of the Naga’s to grab Assam’s territories would have
also lessened to some extent.

From the dawn of 5& January1979, the ‘areas where the
Nagas embarked on a genocide

against the Assamese.people; -W‘,"fi 7

Actually under the forest areas of Golaghat Subdivision ¢then) i
Assam. Stretched till Dimapur that extensive area had threé
Avisions: (1) Rengma Forest Reserve, (2) Block No, 15 Narmba"
- Forest Reserve and (3) Diphu Forest Reserves: The Diphu Forest
' Dimapur. Rengma: Forest Reserve

Diphu Forest Reserye, R
o e DImADUI a5, that included:the Dimapur RailvieY
3'4“_00 which had been 5 part of the Golaghat Subdivigion of the
 thenew state was formed.

o Forest Ama,.‘the..sx:;?@ Yan-andRangajan located nes’ |

] ,'. o Y >.“ ' . : 2 ’
he Gaze . Acketie

1610, it hardly needs any mentio? ’

Chilanjan Bosl, (3 Pithakda

i Of‘duty aS‘~don Lt © G
} . -V llat km - -

sister. Soneswar
‘Personal. . culture -Minister,
. 978, the AgTC of the then

-On 8th May 1978, : - Choudhury-
“Bora:and Forest Minister, Samar B :

ingthese:
‘Assam government, after touring h

- Rangajan

d Border, near re
had 5 Jmsmear the NOgEET bty that mo
“.l;a(li;gone ;up)-ti(l)‘l:*lm::he:rAss am ;Legislanve‘gsi;:: and Nambar
“Folice.camp) informed the AS

- the Rengma, Naga
‘than halfthe total land.arca O the RS 2 4 cettled

. ied by the
No. 15 Reserve had 'ern- -occupie

“village , apofficial:SOUrc™
s 'According' tothe ioﬁclalgani:vn; For .
‘Settled Naga villages "in"'Diphuﬁf Basti
“Basti (2) Chitai Basti (3) Heb-L-l9) Hohelu (10)
*t6) Zekehi (7) Luptu (8) l?adjl)(H oyetu
(12): Tukezn (13) ChUhef (19) Akot®. Naga encroachmen
' (17)'T0V36hi'(1‘8) Gotevt (tilatweres edb re: (1) Phalati .'2)
- TheNaga villages Rese ForeSt( v;’e Tebekhi ¢ o
' No, 15-South Nambar . (5) Evet 7 12)-Kula(1
Nekeko (3) Neke““i"HffS‘lﬁoﬁ fo (11 Binet
8Y Bichi (9) Homeland (10 Reserved
-A,09. ettlements in Rengn?t ( 4)Habcha (5)
Fhe New Naga S i (3)

Rengmapatt +’ e
. Werel' (l) thampha (2) Reng mn

settloments
ey EivhahelC. . 1ains PEOP : Beel, @)
‘e@).Hohohé ,»(,ﬁgn:éN ag®) plauii () onali el
‘The Assamese ¥ 2 we N@l (5) 4 (10)
1S No. Nambar :and Reng™ thaﬁww mﬁdﬂﬂd‘;il“)
| r sonighets O T o Gratapasis (1)
_'N°-'2::eexénayatpm‘<7>?f"?(f‘§;ﬁ’iaﬁamw,‘ No. 1, (7725
Sasti, (18) No. 1 Mingn ™ (32) Tong?®
Panjan, (31 Nakhuti-Kacha®




(24) Rani Pukhuri, (25) Natun Chungajan Basti!!.

et mfs gznnon-Naga vil?ages mentioned above were

Naga vilagoms s mioizm{nent in 1975-76-77. However, no

bulldozers to construct . f?.ct, wthen the Naga used government

was silent. The Naga f0ad§ in their areas, the Assam government
¢ Nagaland government provided electricity and

constructed schools for
everything properly, the Nagas. The Naga had planned

, but i
‘came down to encroacll:mlgutsh eT;as © of the Assamese people, it
on 16® March 1977 a - 1® important fact here was that,
. nd 3«
Assamese settlements J*.muary 1980 General Elections,

list, names '
ames pf residents of the ASSameso ot o
also there. 2 Cse-majority villages were

ceds to :
the Centrj ® menti
. entral Goveryyy ent oned that whep o 1 August 1980
agaland op thebag; Oﬂiclauy declareq o ’
PRIt of Dig. of the Qpg; 06 of 192'16'uensa.ng attached
N ' 1926, with the interiof
e 8 the 16th State of India, the
3aze ; A-Reﬂecﬁoh on Socj
N Socio-

iver
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voted for. In the Voters |

km. But, according to the
from1963 to 1992, 51,160.45
res of Revenue land of

land area of Nagaland was 16,579 4
111992 data from Assam government
ta
ectares of forest area and 3,118 heS As per the statement given
Assam has been occupied by the Nag?.s- 15 i1 the summer
by the Revenue Minister, Dr. Bhumidhar bat" 2007 Nagaland
Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly T d Though there
Fad occupied a total of Assam’s 1,62,491 acreAzzaJ'n’s territory is
1S a mismatch of the datas, but it 152 fact that / oblem has BOW
Stirinking as a result of Naga occupation: THS P
taken a serious turn for Assam- fied with occupying
The Nagas have not bee? satis
®rTitories of Assam alone. They baVe However, of the total
chal, Manipur and even My  70% is from Assam.
Wrritories they have occupied, MO, Golaghat district from
ill now, that state has occupic, " rkaﬁng;inNo .
“Tapani (1 Dhansi SubdviSOW 1Ly In SO
al.ld Karbi Anglong-Bokajan; Diph'u, ot~ Mariani, Nagi i has
Strict- Geleki, Sonari; In J orhat dls:rlt from that Nagala?
d the areas adjacent to Barhol#- Apf
OCcupied the lions share of the land 2 g thes® occupatic
Nagaland has been unde™2> ¢ there
N very systematic manner- The f?Ct now 1eSY
Str i ression . gifference ©
ong opposition to such 2857 in

. s
Problem becoming serious- In be searched-
Chtral government also needs 0
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Assam’ After the Yandaboo Treaty: the-Bitishycreai® .- ‘Greater
by occupying plainvterﬁtariesﬂin-: »BmmnapﬂmNﬂcy
.. iribesgesided:

as well ac
Ilas in the neighbouring-hill's; where:theCt™
fcouxse;beneﬁts

~ Thep;
4 for thdden motive ofthe"ilnperialistpowerwas'o .
emselves. Considering*t at and:natrel

'the;:cl-imate: .

atmg
sphere of Assam was Very conducivefor’
om-very’ lucratrve:

British vo;

pl'od:h.WlShed to reap the pTO Sff .

of ructlon. Secondly, they also~  to-explott 30pp0@tws

intemzb.er collection in the hil’ and enj@yhugeaproﬁis:nm

Which:i:al market. Meanwhil®s

Pay, established in <Sg-bua” (Sah-BuWa 1.§,' ca plane™
€d the way for expansion of its Jucrative P ucﬂﬂﬂ!mﬁssam

facilita o
te expansi oduction 1 am,
0 pansion of tea Pr sa,
We:_:n;ons in 1854 created anew aw g ﬂShteaplanwf:
Ncouraged to . Assam- Accor! X
~ grow tea v S ' . ‘
e : 1alfter would get 500 acres of unoultivat Jand 10 p'l::e te:f
arlier 100 acres, for cultivati'oh-of roa. Many 1OV '
B ¢ 1 CO! anylﬂ1838,
ompany” 1D

Plante

3 IS cam . o

Jorihagy, ¢ and established> &1° <

Onihaar? Ty 57 " Findloy C°"

186 and tl:la Compans\ 1D 1857 :i:,r:by\ e ;{chousands
s expanded te2 cultl‘vg . by 00 et be  otod hit

- .and
his :s,housands of bighas of 1and inASSE " | ot -areas.
“Xpansion of tea cultivation Wa confised "> ;Qn., the British
izing the need of sloping Jand for 1% cult
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tea cultivators began to occupy such lands in the foothill areas.
This tendency of the aggressive and rude foreign tea-planters
created problems for the hill tribes. They were hurt by the forceful
measures of the tea-plahters to occupy the land of their ancestors.
As a result, regular incidents of conflict between the hill tribes
and the tea garden owners-employees-laborers began to occur.
Assam history is replete with such incidents. For example, the
Naga’s chopped Holcomb Sahib into pieces because the boundaries
of the tea company crossed Lahdoigarh after ‘Xukaan Juri Tea

garden’ was established in Namchang, This is just one example
(many such examples can be given from history).

.The consequences of the English tea-cultivators
(.)cc‘upymg the land of the hil tribes were not pleasant. Such
mncidents led to the tribes trying to defond themselves, Do to the
lack of modern weapons® they could not protest against the British,
but. the lingering ambe.rs of hatred could be felt even in their

tribes during the Ahom ), - /89de0s had with the bl
’ There is no Kjer

hlstonc.al ®vidence that the Ahom rulers

Strative matters of the hill tribes-

interfere in such fights and solve them. At the same time, the
English Padres’ on the pretext of spreading Chns.tlamty among
the hill tribes destroyed the strong bond that existed with @e
valley). The hills and valleys depended on each other for economic
T®asons. Assam history testifies that the Naga, Dafla, etc., tribes
did torture the Assamese people residing on the border areas, but

- "11ese were limited to plundering their paddy, looting domestic

aMmal or sometimes, when possible, kidnapping people. But there
3 10 instance of occupying valley land dunng the Ahom reign.
0 fing respite from these atrocities, the Ahom kmgs ﬁxedlcertaig
Paths rather door ways’(dwar) through which the hill people .°°‘t1he
Fome ang g0 from the valley. Strong vigilance was set up in
Orders so that the entrance of the hill tribes would not create any
Problemg for the valley people.

; ) ocities.
S N Assam history is replete with instances of Naga atr
Q re

sult of these frequent atrocities, the Solal Gohaltnrl:;i r;
3 (rampart) built between Naga territory and Assamk?n dom
. Jorder security from the southern border of t‘he _Naga 'iined
. 3Ujan River was built the Naga All and this road Wa: {to the
te Bor 4li of Namdang. The Nagas useth; Z.;Zm Kings
didom Capital Garhgaon or Rangpur via this road ] ein the valley.
00t Permit the Nagas to roam around whimsically

i licy of
U © Politicg] arena also, the Ahom kings fouo:;i:dzﬁi 1p )\;, o
kepy ds?‘ip With the Bori and Abori® Nagas: A goo o aom

-" king W}th the strong Naga tribe, the Namchangiya oy :

N,
. agg |
.haveakm

itual for the
regular gifts and tokens sent. It became ;t:;“ e and
85 10 come down to the valley in the W

ave hearts
hay * audience with the Ahom king. Many Naga br

. i ; i £ Assam. Who does
Sot N Sacrificed their lives in the interest ©

L. valiant Konseng
By ow about the contributions of the

. ) to the
ohain (who was brought up amidst e I::gss Lntering
0 of 3 By, Asom. Konseng had killed Turbak by
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his'ca[np-ras
is campras-a guest: He had als -
hand-to-hand-combat. It had also killed NawabiHussei
- It must:be men |'oned" '-w:ssem-’Khm’in-
that:-when:Swargadeo
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Bengal; theNaga king helped-

the hillg
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regard the b
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i g oond the the hills .
and it g STl e mer L s and valley. (In thi°
its & that- Y
nej the boup, can be discussed)

, ighboyri
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 Prese Om rej;

rule e n o0t Tiry eIgN, thie b
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?panded tilt the Ory ec:n“Seduﬁngm %fASsam washlgh
ron e B L€ 600
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2in region of fron-craf

The Giize .
- - !e . A
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*Politicaldssues i

.- there in“Tiru village and Hatigarh’.

- le;lthls can be called the Nagagath-
garh. It is beyond Lahdoigarh- e sou
' sively, Were the defence

ed that Nagas will not

becal'n

AsSa.meesae II;ZZ of 'fhe N?ga Hills without the knowledge of the

under the su ses. 'On Tiru Hills 40 Iron looms(xaai) were set up

of Py I;erzszon ofJagannath Kakoty-of Tiyok* Inthe days
nda Burhagohain, 30 to 40 such looms. (xaals) were

historia: is seen that there is a conflict of opinions among modern
s regarding Lahdoigarh- gome of them has named
ert that it was the border

Lahdoi
beme;ﬁatﬁl as N angarh and wants t0 aSS
¢ Ahoms and Nagas. However, this is not correct. It is
ta Barua Sadaramin

clearly written 3
y written in the Assam history of Harakan
the North and
h (Royal rampart)-

¢ Late
SOuthroswargade o Pratap Singha encompasséd
f the kingdom by consirucfi"é the Rajgan
‘Kutuhugarh ' on the

o 1§bﬁth:qmpar t is known as ‘Lahdoigarh ‘or
rn banks of the Brahmaputr panks of Majulh, 115

On the

called ¢

ga::ﬂ]‘(;’eragar h'. On the Northern banks it IS .

a huge . t n the other hand, during the reigh of. this very Swargadeo

Ahop, KI:Ct on the foot hills beyond Lahdmgarl? was

built gdom, According t0 facts from sam ht o,
rampart bordering the Naga pills from Charaideo Hill to

Tiry
Pathar, in Soiyan Suw@ adjacent 10
is garh 1 also called

ahdoj

ram, Oigarh, plus the Majuli portion respectivey’

ot Parts between the Naga - Ahom an Kachaﬂ-AhOm‘ These yvere
boundary ramparts. However some ortions Of Lahgoigarh

did ¢,
ouch the Naga borders. ‘ |
The border which Was fixed during the day’ :
itle the current dispute

uh
e beh:nglnung can be prought up to s o Assam
- AgyeaNaga Hills on 0 She P st S was
CCording to Assam Burani- wThereafte’ arh (ramp
plished. It was

market) €%

Cong
tructed at Dupdor and @ haa
ente! the rampart

without being
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::):;Zl)’?ied by Chowtang ™ [Chowtang was a Khel (ck of
the Nagas]. 'l:ghe. geil:;nt;or:lg?;hWho were sent as messenger
the reign of Swa 0 of the Ahom-Naga boun during

'8adeo Dihingiya Raja goes as such(-la‘%ne day

bound ed in his court to constry .
ary. Near this rq ct a rampart till the Nag’

Maidam™. Thus, the Asmpart is the Deo Parbat and King®
place is located cx’m tl sam boundary was till this rampart This
the other sj ently about 3 kms ar

. side of Geleki Rege south from Lahdoigarh, &

mentloned 4 Tve Fore .
Maidam nthe Buranji s algo knoWns ;Sléhondo Raja’s Maida"
odha Maidam or
A respected

. elderl
g:“mllttee said- “ There i; Zor.nember of the boundary decidi®®
D.unda"y between Assapm information, in history to decide the
imapur But it is o) -Nagaland from Gabh ot 1l
. Swargadeo P ratap Sj carly written in Assam Hi o szr 3555
Kachari kinggop, a::«igha established the boun;t°ry- In e
. Marangj Khowissam at Na’noi gng ,:2;1: eg:,ez;:ord
am, ; at . -
- gart, With Naga dhuwar Marangi. He constructed the N#&°
howtang mess S through which it
was extended 1, th e’.’gers was fixed. Fy, anrmual passag® "
Sifnolugu"i till D ‘;hzlls and Connecteq ;:;Mahang the rampﬂ:”
with 3000 mati iju (neqy Dimapur) . Murkata, Againfro
Gohain 2 atey (wide nstructed a rampart-10°

) .
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anik Gohain’s article <gssam
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bO . ed in 1401 oinsto ’ <

st undary betweey, th AD by which th’y that,- A formal tré a
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tri
there””mm .are said 1 eS(Naras and Ahoms) a statueé a
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8ed nameg ofmat;y is only natyes) o s about 28 hfthe
on account O
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I8 very difficult to ascertain
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Ocations on the basis of history.
Wag From ‘An Account of Ass@ _
e, the first European Historian who wrote about

g - Were
v :_,the governors of these places.

S N AhOm reign the factories of Go
yond the Dhodar Ali. In fact, &V the

the )
"5 tribes had to enter Ahom t€

m’ written by Dr. John Peter
Assam, Basa,

Doyang, Kacharighat, Nagakhat, €t¢- were proclaimed as
se of the fact that

t“}?portant places during the Ahom reign becau
e~y were located inside Assam O the Naga boundary. Basa
Rajkhowa, Doyangia Rajkhowa, Marangi Khowa Gohain, etc.,
According 10 Wade, the river
'+ the Naga Hills

Yang was on the Eastern boundary o
has ertten m

Although Benudhar Sarma .
@niram Dewan that Dhodhar Ali W3S ¢ boundary Wlﬂ.ltst;:
S:kgaas’ it cannot be accepted. Becaus® in ‘e 13th C?:il:;rz; ond
the Dpha had established the first Ahom Caplt?lhggizles in pi;ces
% Dhodar Alj, The later Swargadeos esml?hs p, cto. During

&
Mathurapur, Abhayapur, T2 ak, Sona had grown uP

d Tron crF )
ld ar aidams (Burial) of

. done
argadeos from Sukapha 10 KamaleshWa? Singha wefe

e

Yond the Dhodar Al. oundary petween

the D The Assam Buranji clearly stafe> thegha constructed the
aflas and Ahoms. ‘Gwargadeo Prqta? . monitor the

flagarh and appointed the GarHM4™ °

Osa K ) .
System imposed on the Miris,
rritory ©

y
adeo
ot I 1576 S ka, SWaré

00w, are \
3 ﬁ:VayS (dwars) to pay tribut mpa? 15 Jn 1609 Saka,
Pha constructed the Misim gar h ((a Kin made Dihing as
Ahom art after taking

mOn
" of January-February, e y amp

[0}

"der and ordered constriel” of @ 7 0 Magh 1618504
ufis""e'nents through the Duworiy® ' n  the Chetiya Bandar

hg the rej Ru ra ! ’ n7

B reign o Swargadeo ampart

Phukap const{ucted the Jayantap®" gar:re(’seafched out from
It is felt that the above facts that ¥
] | issues 16
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| ial problems
the pages of history will help solve the controvers1:l P
regarding boundaries between Assam, Nagaland an

. \ 1;heSe
Pradesh. Among the states of the North East, particularly

,S w
states that seceded from the heartland of Bor Asom , Assam
and complex border d

oy,
spute has always been a problem. Th
all the heads of state

ihg af
. . ring
of these states have been trying toe::’
end to this problem, nothing concrete has come up as yet.
It must be kept in ming

by
that this issue cannot be solved

. : It 89°
documents in the interest of ending the boundary dispute..
without saying that this g the need of time.
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CHAPTER 8

INTER STATE BOUNDARY
DISPUTE |
AsSang oo DISPUTE

AND ITS ADJOINING HILL
* STATES |

n jt was
antounced that a huge tract of

" Khasi Hill District, including
®ghalaya!. A day before the

e, th . -
S8 conference that the ’acfbf; the

efore g pre

to Ia
Y the foundation of the Health sub-

The iIlCident
August 2010 in Chpy

in

. the border. The incident 0 -
a5l Ssam-

wanted to encroach 1

diStricta this

1 N
Pace in the wee hours of 24"

€ hand; .
diwork of the Naga rebels who

and,
achmei:: téxe border areas of Golaghat
02 0n singe Y the Naga people and the
y years. A h of
en uge area
e Croached by the Nagas. The Naga
€ Gaze A - he Nag

A 'Reflect'
10N on i
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orj
A sed the Assamese people living. - -
Arunachal border located

government has renamed this area as ‘Meratsu’. The Nagas are
continuing their atrocities on the Assamese populace in order to
8rab the whole of Merapani. All these are mere examples.

These incidents are not new. Among the various North

Eastern states, particularly those that S€¢€ ‘
(undivigeq Assam), conflict with Assam over the boundaries have
been 3 complicated matter that has been going on and on. Even

after four decades of state formation, the boun ha (:)ieensput’;yil;g
“ontinues to plague th leaders BT
tates. The state L

plague the s rete is happening.

0 solve the matter but in reality, nothing coRCrete ¥ S
According to the Assam government, Naga . )

Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh has been illegally encmac'tteﬁ

UPOn the territorics of Assam. As per the inform2to” o

ded from Bor Asom

am territories Were

afy '
®F 2001, such encroachments on ASS ims®. On the

%nﬁnuing to the result of more than 246 square

| N 1{an¢ the neighbouring stétes‘have .al
“8ations. The Nagaland government, I the nan s’

: "Selves as land owners indulged 2 such atrocitics :

an;d:lnng areas of Golaghat and Sibsage.lr, 1 .

Te €ath of innocent peasant population, & " fving on the
™3in 3 black blot in the annals of histo™: PW;d saain i

()fliar,n‘side of the boundary has had to flee tlm; o,

of thseln li.their lives. Taking advantage Ofs;::gSlland o side of

Assam I state has been easily encroa® |

| ention must

S ispute, m .
be To discuss Assam-Nagaland border &P during British

; ment
tu . ©f the Ordinance of 1926, nﬂl:)leone
I\I‘“‘gal Per this Ordinance, the borders ior days, is VerY °.l e
It .2 and the Naga Hills district of
the N On the basis of this very Ord-mingc; de manded pefore the

aga Club’, the Naga people, 1




‘Shnon'CanﬁSSion", that the land of the Nagas should be named
as a backward area and it shoylq be separated from the other hill

areas'and valleys under the Ass
. am go d "
a different governing mach; government, and placed under

Assam over the land of the Nagas

. > the N ' .
this. In 1956, in the ‘Naga 382 people did-not want tor accept

Peoples
and took resolutions on the two :ubj

Al gove, ?

the first, anq assured to accept

: eforth aDecem. “mber 1957, Tuensang area
mentioned here that from »I“A, Part-of Naga-land, It can be
announced creat UgUSt 1960, the [gic t
Tuensang ang 'on of a separate state c’all - Llion governmen
Ordinanc and the expangjye Naga.ig, ed

. wc.e.Of1926- 320 kmg? wide and areas

>

ntly, from 1=

t mCIuded the interior sector
“0graphical entity of the state
S ithin 3 yeqr .
AUIOUTICEment of the Nag, voor of the Union governments
declared violatiop - 2 State, the. Well-opari.._. m
those areas wh t;f the state boundag; rfhanlzed Naga rebels
) ‘ @Fe‘.e»N. ; L 'les, he ' ] at
On this basis, they shoulq also be ttered during the British
isbasis, they vaggeg
and some par .o Include Nopi oy e oo PO
- the Naga state. In
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Convention’, they 'discussed;'”,;i"~.‘~'-‘ :
Scts mentioned belows, which

‘Nagaland’, with, -
mentioned in the

€ includeq within Nagaland now. ': |

A

this situation, adopting a tolerant policy towards the Naga.rebels,
the Naga Congress on 1% July 1960, handed a 16- point
memorandum regardjng the boundary to the-then Prime Minister
J.L Nehry. Though the Union government gave its assurance a!)out
the'bo‘mdal*y issue; the crisis situation of the country at that time,

Particularly the Chinese aggression of 1962, did not allow the

8overnment to look into the issue. Takingadvantage of this silence

Om the government’s side, in June1965, inthe.
22 Kakodunga, situated in Assam-Nagaland border, :t:i‘:
Mmber of Assamese people were murdered, thus creating

Situatiop Property was taken away from many people. Though

lt)he Assam government rehabilitated these people;
© freed from a fear-psychosis.
On-10% September 1971 an

8 “8alang government gave two memorandums
Ove;

_which till thert
™ment to include those areas into Nagaland whic

3:d F)een ‘assumed’ to be Naga area. Th Unior <
S ® Mportance to the matter and that very year
isgges T Commission and dire"t,ed it ?ozl.nmt{ ation was 0in8

ue. It needs mention that while this inves” the: boundary
:rn’ the Union government set up Police guards m
3 and thig arrangement continued ill 1985 the nvestigation

Within three years Sundaram wrapped'ﬂl: the sad part iS,

an.d Submitted i report to the Centre: Howev;; 1t needs-to be
my * TePort of Sundaram was never made‘l’“? on, Naga £000S
at::%ned’ that while the investigatio waf*g‘; g
d Cked People in Merapani and'fCh“ngaJ'aF. | ‘
A%(’):Yl‘ng and burning -ﬂleir‘houges, -Sn?wese wo
Pergq “dlng to government statistios:
- WeTe murdered. The helpless

Y and B.SF. personnel in the disturd

n €N
Sourceg say that Nagas have b

4 9 February- 1972 the
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areas on the instigation of their government. Large parts of Assam,
particularly expansive Reserve forest areas were encroached where
schools, churches, industries and police outposts were established
to totally incorporate the areas into Nagaland. And it was on this
basis that at one point of time the Naga rebels could work, though
unannounced, towards creation of an expanded huge Nagaland.
In the meantime, they have created 3 district sub-division naming

it _‘Newland”by encroaching upon the Rengma Reserved Forest | o

area in Karbi Anglong district. In the same district, ‘Uriyam Nagar’
has been established after encroaching upon Kahabata Forest area.
According to government sources, just in Karbj

Anglong district,
83,000 hectares of land has been encroached by Nagaland. The

in Tuli, Nagaland has

1995 government information states that

inspite of proposals from both Assam and Meghalaya government
10 solve the boundary problem, in the period bet}veen 1972-88,
there wqq constant efforts from the Meghalaya side to evict the
People of the border areas and encroach upon land on thfs fAssa?m
side. In 1990, between January-August, in the 3 Chief Ministerial

evel Meeting of both states ( in Shillong) it was proposed to re-

asc.e Ttain the boundaries of the three blocks of P dlljtrt;::;
Which Was bond of connection between the tWO- sm'tesi'on was
Same Meeting, the Justice Chandrachud Commlss.

Organized to solve the issue peﬂnanenﬂyw‘ ue Circle

In a conducive atmosphere where the Rc.even;lthe "
Bicers of both the states were present, the boundaries :):l uments
Sputeq Places were re-ascertained on the basis of old otc pillars
and infOITnation, and with the consent of both sides °°“°r§ :hz new
:’ere PUt up. It must be mentioned that as 2 .result ;ich it 'had
Ordel:’ Meghalay a had to giVe up a huge territory W

. e w days, the new
' lupled Previously, to Assam. But within ¢

. rt
¢ with the suppo
of 1S Were Temoved, and this was probably don

i . u ogt, lal'ge
2od ® Bovernment. In a short span of tme, pon;:;zaﬁed areas.
OWns ang churches were constructed 10 the € i

:<hed in 1991
© Other hap, d, the Chandrachud Report publishe

°0mplete1y rejected by Meghalaya. . reared its head
In th Ccently, the border crisis has once a%;irCle. As per the
% ° angpih area under Boko Revenu® ed on government
dotcnm S of the Assam Revenue Minister, 025 Assam. On the
Othe, | S and information, Langpih belonss t(?r territory. After
La: ‘ nd, Meghalaya claims Langpih 10 be t-helute petween the
twogplh’ W places can become issu® ?f dxsps will be created.
Iy Nitates and if that happens, a feeling Ofbltten-w;ur district, H.S.
hea\'e‘;ember 1862 the Commissioner of Lakhurm

Aka’ d ascertained the boundaries of .
S oo . ) . diScuSSlon’
their gjx chiefs. As per this
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the part between hills and valleys will be their boundary-and that,
they will not have any power over the valley. Later, to-keep their
territories out oftlie dlrect admlmstrauon Ofthe BfltlSh,thC ‘Inllef
Line.Permit’ system was brought into action. After independence,
as per the advice of the Bordoloj Committee, the 1951 Ordinance

was enforced and this territory was directly governed by the
Governor of Assam. This tersitory, known as NEFA, when declared

1971, had.a boundary of 704

objected to the process of ascertaj ?Wever, Arunachal has clearly
the 1951 Ordinance and hag bl'rotammgﬁght the border on the basis of

Assam that has encroached th, dcounter~allegations that it is

' ment . - HieTe is no d 1ch

encroachments by the Arunachalig Was ingt ,oubtthatsuq

government. Stigated by their
Right from. the very dawn

Assam had been woy]

vales together in the entity called B, P > unity of the hills and
Lokapriya Gopinath, Bo o

. om. Whe <« Tike
between: the hil l?dokm with the a’lmto Stren leaders h}ce
Vel the hills and valley, wag organiz; engthen the. ties
Festival” in Shillong, creating “Tyjpg Bels ::e‘ huge ‘Harmony
"0 Secure the future

The'Gaze ; A:asﬂfmmm;smms. il

. finde

- at even after forty-two years of dividing B2

" and fyg the conflicts and bitterness, the?

- of the- ethnic populace, enacting laws to wipe out the evil of

smoking opium from the hill people - the Centre Wanwatchl.l:lgl
this “love for the hill people’ of the Assefmese leg ersdw1as
Suspicion. To break the bond of unity, something comph;ateA;:’m
included into the Constitution - the 6th Schedule- and Bor :
of yore was. broken up into five parts. ‘

’ vl:’;sv:r:ll::nfgsr new states are entanglflflh lI;Qz:tlllln;:srt}:
disputes with that region that survived as Assam. 1h€

98% of the
- - Connected to the mainland by a 2} km narrow path (987%

) s at
"bo o oo foreign-nations) 1S @
bG’fderS are ‘surrounded by neighbouring *oble ke border

dispufeS, silent invasions by illeg?l,for?fs:r 'i‘he saddest part is
‘the: borgey dispute is a very sensitive 1S5t¥ » Asom, the Central

jastic I steps
1 _nthusiastic role of
8OVernment even today has not taken any enth ot

. rnment
© solve the border disputes. If the Union gove

+h Eastern states,
. ) N, ng the North .
Sacrifice the unity that is possible among n the coming times, ﬁlle
ill be largety
. this area will be
Peace Process as well as development If ths '
cO:_nprornised.
elerenceg. 1
1 : . / 2008, P-
2 I News, Shillong, Dainik Asom, 31 May 2

. PTI News, Shillong, The Shillong Times, 30 May May 2002, P

1] o, 31 y

I Lssam Tribune, 31 May 2008, p.1; D"ﬁ”‘ 45
Ioi €M1 in North-East, Lipi Ghosh, 342 o

e, The N.E Frontier of India, A‘MaCkeBZet;p';.gz
C "Wgency in N.E, R Buragohain & B.J D¢>
Trmcal Days of Assam, K.C Barua, p40 ute’s

¢ Assam Tribune, Inter-State Border Disp

P Midq)e ’
loIbid
] Ibid

4

S

[
n

?

8

Dwaipayan 29 May 2008,

HK Borpujari 1995,p.14
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CHAPTER 9

Antii\i;lrpigrant Stand of Chief
sters -Medhi, and
gﬁzﬁrdeshl love of Chief Ministers
a, Sln.gl.la, Mahanta Bordoloi,
Saikia and Gogoi

After th i
© expansive area of ‘Hindystan’ was divided intO

three parts in the ng .
emerged, discu:sions ljvf,:hgion’ and two independent countrics
Cl
fixed as the last date for M 0 them led to 26™ July 1949 being

come to India. Since the par]iistl'lms 10 go to Pakistan and Hindus ¥
ased, India’s Hom®

al 1

» as a
numb - Tesult
°r of Muslims of the Noakhali conflict, a hu8°

had to go to Eagt Pakistay

Hal'dly with; :
internationg] bo a year of ;

. rd . mde e

Pakistani Muslim .ers ,WlthOut any rliul; :e‘(‘)ce, due to the vsa;
00 ‘- an r regulations, E?
" 111) es:abllshed themselve:s Pega}n to flood intOissam and very
?’ ncroaching the r; ‘m V‘Hages and bas: st
and unprotecteq® Vering areqq astis(clusters) ,
the threat to the By 80yemnmeny > as well as the ‘protect‘

on account of g, Security of A
ch sam and the Assamese peoP”.

vexy fast d
eMographic increase, the first CHi°
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ar .
®as of Assam. Comprehendi®®

'II‘;ldia-Pa]dstan, with the sole objective of resist
 The first of these was ‘Immigration Act, 195

Y e e
the ‘Nehru-Liaquat agreemen

©Xpired, the Immigration Act Was

- A\t passed in Parliament in 199

o arliament in 199 i
f>fEaSt Pakistan; immigration W2S re-€ sidered
. qational could be

Minister of Assam, Bordoloi (through incessant efforts) compelled

A Fhe Central government to conclude two Acts and a treaty between
ing the immigration.
0’ and the second —
st Act, those East Pakistani

“Passport Act 1951”. According tothe fir
gt July 1949, could be

immigrants who entered Assam after 2
Chased back to their own country. By this Act 7,65,000 Hindus
Who had entered India from East Pakistan prior to the time limit
Were accepted by India as citizens- Bub the refusal of Pakistan to

12ke back those people who fled to Assam after the fixed date' led
+> on 8" December 1950.

een sngned at the
to Assam before 8"
dians and those who

sAccording to the ‘Extradition Treaty’
Da me time, the immigrants Who came
ecember 1950 would be considered 25 In .
Came later than this date would b taken back by ;alus t:mr patel
On 15 1950, when Home Ministe
15 December cancelled by the Government
. . i inister.
Of India, Behind this was the liberal attt de O.ft.he Pnnzietll:/:l;l:ion
lﬂ? the sudden demise of Patel, th Prime Mlms“?rtan for the East
ab.met opined that this Act would not be appropriate
a:t:staniz,s. The reason is being, '
ed that by the Immigration ct had a
:’er‘e being ch);sed out frim India. The Uno® government 112
Ansmlar attitude towards the Ne}?ru
'S a result, the importance of 15 7 \ohru had the Passport

self from the stains of ‘Comm*”

In .

' c:lded in it, an East Pakistan % |
= Assam and India for six TP " 051101971 1
asthat> in the 1971 Census show from .1 Passports. No

ered Assam with

st Pakistanis had officially €

cio-PoliticaI issues / 81
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. d
- ctive' steps. had: been taken by the Government of India ‘t°' Se'nn
themback. It must be: mentioned-that the issue of illegal migr atlt;e

- into Assam had, logt its-importance. both before and after

matter-of illegal-immigration and:thos®
inpower in Assam have always maintained a silence in this matte"

+ comsidered this immigration, oy as a problem but a blessing’
Debokanty Barya

‘Bad boasted that in Agsam. political power &
be prolonged by taking o

: '8 along “Ali ang. Kyl (the Bangladest «
‘migrants and the teq4y;

ole) . . . .ties
; P T, n.this matter, the activ?
of the first ang Second. Ch; Minj ’ . an
i st Minister . of Agsam.. Bordoloi
Medhi, were: differeny. g, . o - orOf Assam, Bor

With the; had Strongly- opposed the ilalegal;
Centro g . ‘ thexr detel’mined .stand, they compel'led th
g PPTOrate S%ps and even managed to send ba*
- Sing indep . o
or laﬁlecem il - 5 the prbjenn of East Pakista”
i e ol g O b it o gt 101
Tried m?fﬁﬂ;kci:;\!tgsctznang of Assam, 1 this discussion, we ha:j
: 80, the gtang o h:
leadefs of Agsam! in t;‘].:ﬂ 4 ) and role: played by the polltlc

On the jnetic.: *Har 1ssye,
the Sadum:hitz tl@n of the Muslim League and support, of
Assam ang -encm ok ® Bumber of immigrants enterit®
| To inour 5 1224 b © terrified Lokapriya G{Opjna.th
o e Assam g, ‘East Pakistan the Musli™
“ase the Muslim Population in.the. provin®
Qf%mﬁmg this plan was given to Sadullal

TheGaze-;
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With the support of the league Sadullah dreamt of ruling over the

., Colargeq East Bengal and Assam. With this intention;: he.
o eiié".il'ra'ged the coming of the immigrants and gave them'land by

talk’ing about self-d ependence through increased agrlcult}l@.,
Productioy, Not satisfied with this, in 1941 for .t.he ﬂll;St t:;;
Census o the basis of religion was conducted by h““ er:sam
Y35 Seen that he had increased the Muslim‘P"p“lauonqiﬁeothet;
by 25%, thug taking the total population to BSQIMS;%?;HM:] -~
4, the Hiny Population was shown as 45.1 akh4 ” d ethnic.
lakhs lesg thay before. In this Census, the hill ml:hes;nmémdt:
ation was counted separately and not Wﬁhzf-le.%-l:.thanoﬁ.
be mentioneg that in contrast to the Census.0 dolo:caught
! showed 7 lakh 47 thousand lessor Hindus: fBgeeppesiﬁo;:,:z
R ¢ Malefieq intentions of Sadullah. As the leader?n;nﬁgrati'on; :To.
Ordolo; ook a very strong stand against-the 1 T tho.Lcague.
"% the floog of illegal immigrations, he wm?e-umm,-’gmn' tireaty
go‘.’ Mmen (1942-45) of Sadullah to signan Antl- : Choudhury
2k camg g known as the ‘Sad“"ah’B?“,i.mzoﬁm
ite Agreement He associated. the. Chicf:M:

¢ y ue. werking-
®-Coalition goyernment, Sadullah, Leag

d two
) in Choudhury, and =
Othe, member Maulavi Abdul. Matin ihury with:this

inj - . ini: Cho . .
trey Minisgers. Manuwar Ali and R@hlm.s stem. of not giving
land and Compelled them to exccute the: :nt‘ the-government
W, © the immigrants, As per the agre;!; en;machexs andthe
tey, “Mpelleq to take a decision to-evict d reas and:open up-
o trang immigrants from:theunresef"ee;canccl theformer
®S. Bordolai also made the governmenit These were=(1)-
lay, dp, Natives® who had.no-land-or less;r 'E!.lthe areas inhabited .
Yt * %" giving land to immigrants; (2)

obe created-

ecachwast
YVes’ or “other backwards’, a\beltﬁ;c:;;‘; giving land:t0.
"OUd b e free of immigrants; (3

Mgt

d o
mﬁse. : eelpent' and-accept same new proposals

peae zss_ue$/83
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A g -

LT TT TV B
At ..z?{,ﬂ'; 13:';{},.‘;- .

eimmigrants; lang must be kep separately for the “native’s4)s.
Tqm@ﬂim“ﬁgl%ntwhggn;}er’eg Assamaﬁer it January 1;'_9:%;%,‘3
ZMWewcmj@rqugh;gon,spig@tqrial_., measures. S?;dull?‘h- did 0ot
xmih@abnve; Proposals. Revenue Minister, Rohini Choudh“rxq
nm»*fn 1!9444;15‘}1h§nw5912d0191, toQk‘up the relgns as. Ch;ef,

I P
%

Coalition, goverment, Giving responsibilty. 2
cline oAt s DSNITE Modhi,the immigrants WS
hixgo ;bm?;‘;;““*‘"" Hamiary 1938 were eyicted. In this M
Central Regprye, fenge Member. Baldey Singh to send addlt“’nal'
"otral Reserve Pol PVSILT0, Sene

lice | . L asition;
B0 ths Lengr, o >0 ASSA, Against strong opposifio”

ing b e . SO0 Jionab, Bordolo, i his A%
I Manga] g, etedu“mlglants from the huge lge;serve?s,fquu

Bharig " 1 'KW!EEHP,Barpeta; ;(DQk..o.lkfi'%;&
Beures, 2886 gy angs. .y Laheswari), As per governm‘»";i _
W‘siven lang > Were evicted and only 671 among the '

w’thh"“*hesubmted S Akba”Haldanand taking Sadull2”

il ~ow Hsewhere. . Si
MMigrantoon e . !ﬁaccprgmgxtothe Agreemthhl ,

SO leerg gain. 1o PSR in Shillong, Haida®
Onsv A, Sk um,
0 Min: gust 195{0

e ang g Medh acoenieq 0 oot of ChicE
P gy D tighten e bordors, WHE?

® 20 avail 1o -0 Nehr that in Assam there WES
i

208¢d the. i . : ﬂt
S Mot theNehm.LlaquatAgreeme

2 Single Hindy who came to Assa™

The Gaze: : g e e

Cottaa 4%t Tripanite Agrecment that had not D%

Minister g o Bishouram .. Bordoloi expired, the 1"

| = pe’fec;ﬁltraﬁon by Pakistanis had been
) the ﬁr

from East Pakistan was able to go back, while on the other hand,

Muslim immigrants were constantly coming to Assam. In 1952,
Medhi once again formed government, and took up strict measures
o S?OP the flood of immigrants. He tightened the Assam-East

.aletan border security. He ordered shoot-at-sight if any

:‘l:lm'gfant was seen crossing the border at night. This order gave

© desired result. The Deputy Commissioner of Dhubri,

Baiwala was ordered to keep a strict vigil over the Assam-
Pakistan border. According to sources, Bhagaiwala became
L STIOr for the immigrants. On the direction of Medhi, he prepared
* frst National Register on the basis of the Census and Voters
101951, Thig is known as the ‘Bhagaiwala Report’. Till now,
IS the only National Register of Assam and on its basis the

U hag been demanding for identification of foreigners. The
S

oo am goVemment has also been assuring that the upgradation

W
Otk of the National Register will be taken up.

Uy Such dctivities of Medhi did not satisfy Nehru and tl:;
R on Cabinet, Leaders like Mainul Haq Choudhu'ry, I;;l:;:bi
Abg Bimala Prasad Chaliha, Mahendranath W, g
himul Matijp Mazumdar, etc., took part in a conspiracy ag

inyand the leadership was taken by Fakhruddin Ali Ahmad. The

N The' Teason they disliked Medhi was his anti-ir mm’gl;ianl\;:;:;lft::;
| the ! OnSpiracy was successful and Nehru remove

Nad OI.Itlcal arena of Assam and made him the Govemozlfi;ll‘ amlli
the i 195g Even then, Medhi did not stop from sp : lg 0

the g 'grant issue. The success of Medhi"S political life hz :2
admiact that he was able to (though late in time) compel Ne! Lo
% U0 the gravity of Assam’s immigrant-problem. The LokhSa "

. @ 8iven by Nehry on 27 June 1962 testifies ﬂu§, when he
"y N continuing since 1949is

YIue. I believe that much of this infiltration took place in

S the border was not
t five years of independence when
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.- Z‘f:g;‘ffdy 8uarded. Probably it will be difficult now to deal w;h
i a: immigrants who came before 19 . erefore 24
. 1952 as a dgte ofinquipy”{ fe 52. We might th oft

H . | y
OWEVer, nothing happened in reality. The immlg"ant

thelastcemmy il,nfmgmion into Assam from the 70°S
* by the Chief Mt:,ejgmss mjustice done to Assam and the Assam®®’
Bimala Prasaq ¢ "o after Modhi becomes crystal clear. Fro®”
 Assam indulgeq iy g ™ G080, every Chicf Ministe" °
Assam, A fey 7ty politics with the immigrant issu® 0

xamples woylg suffice to make this clear.
%% %% k% Rk

Was ; Congress Committee (APC"
. Whenin 196y . 20ed on the post of the CF
2 2 the elections g the Agsam Legisla®

Chalihga
X months,was defeated by Khagendra®®

; br.ought back, electeq from B through the sub-elections he

L Ur Constity, f Cachal"
o pecial ency of Ca

 Increased his impor ‘:: ' pl?yed by Moiny] HaZue Choudhud
: : e 2 pl::amf(’ld in the politics of Assam. S
~ by Moiny] Haque i Ppet for Moiny] Haque. Brainwash

! . . . Sllch
: 1ss1{e of illega] imm; Way, that he turned his back o ﬂ‘e.

thfe l;llegal infiltrators Jiving - o 8 € 1962 Chinese aggres$i®”’

; 9t Darang district, unfyy n elamm-a’ Routa and around S,oﬁyf’
When the ¢ tled the Payiy, Y §

then Jyq akistani flag to save themsel"e;,ﬁ

iy 2 of the 1y
Teport that he hag e High ¢ ]

P . seen t : ourt, S, K te in
with his own eyes the p . Dutta wro!

o e toning inmany ¥
, the o ﬂag ﬂu in y Pla
‘. 72l governmen;, inl9§8 took a 50"
The Gaze : A Re
* A Reflection o «
ion on*ﬁoclo-Political Issues /86

.
‘.
‘
‘
’
(4
H
¢
¢

| %khm o no-confidence’ against Chaliha.

-Scheme o chase out illegal infiltrations from Assam. This was the
< OUs “Prevention of Infiltration of Pakistanis to Assam (PIP)’ :
.M of Bulla Mallik, the Chief of Intelligence, GOL As per
~ S scheme, (on the basis of the NR) the infiltrators who had -
:::red Assam afier 1st January 1951 from Pakistan was directed
. “P&«chased out by the Central government. According to the
f:melhgence”information published by Mallik in 1964, 2 lakh

4

IS were in Assam- this had been informed by the Assam -

M&lhk €nt. To stop the infiltration of foreigners into Assam,

a
1+

Arong “Proposed a scheme of creating a deserted stretch of about
_Sitile jn the border as ‘No Man’s land’. However, the most .

iﬂm“h o e .
Bhayy, 2t here is that the then Chief Minister of Assam, -

.. 10 secure his own political power kept the state
fo o ration away from the PIP Scheme. He tried every means

‘thg 4 P the Prp scheme from working. The reason was that out of

'@&an;&ngress legislators in the ALA, 27 were against the PIP -

- nd these 1 Chaliha that if the PIP scheme
Veag people convinced ® o to show good results

uing election (of 1971). Out of the 217, 17 Leglslfxtors
they would bring a -
They were led by
dhury. The Chief
rly understood
ill fall. And

‘im.%%uted’ the Congress would not be able t0
gy, 510 Minorities openly expressed that

%m;dm Ali Ahmad and Mainul Haq Chou
gy *H0 danced to the tunes of this lobby ¢le2
nf"bM.L S ent wi
Bz f‘\S withdrew support, the governm
Adidn’t allow the PIP scheme t0 D

%‘%}m “that had been formed-in various districts Were

\M‘%l&u‘:‘w"fks of identifying; foreigacrs -and the'Po

Ry Q. Or e . .- 155UES WEre
,‘ e, '( B o) be ._]’nam n’ ,ehas‘faras‘farﬁlgler

-mm%{a -demonstrated throu ghmmmwmat‘samg

%-Wz&boveeaﬂ the interests

%e’murrecﬁon of 1071 <t st Pajstan made the -

¢-executed. The
ordered
lice force

¢

.of the:nation andits




foreigners issue of As
India’s help to Eagt p

o Treaty
Assam g0t 10 billon foreigners, In the, Indira. Mujibur T

: d for
$am even more critical. As a rewar e
akistan during their independence strugé’

of1972, it was very
Bangladesp, solemnly
means, the retyyy of al

. e al
clearly stated- ‘The Prime Mmlsfeve’y
reaffirm his resolve to ensure b,}' i
In efugees who had taken shelter in

70’8 the TeWspapers published from A,ssa;:
1, Dainik Asop, Janambhymi, Assam Trib* o
o, Published regularly g Hlegal-Bangladeshi pr oDl
2ken an aggravated gy i Manc™”
Koch-Rajbonshi Sanghq and o e Nath-Jogi

AhO } sed t
vehement reactions oy the M Sanghq expres

X matter ang vya ttract -
goyemmenﬁ attention, Ag , result, in I‘Z:ZS’» :l‘:e;:sc;;n stude”
gin_l Q:‘; r:::fmg the gray ity of thig dangeroyg problem had S-eﬂg
" pd p ; Stothe State 5 well ag Centra) government demand” ,
e 1dentification €xpulsi .

: n of i i s. 7™
Betting the propogyyg from the mt;l:n:ll{:ﬁlo mﬁﬂl::a,:;en Chlef
. e S n,
:Mmlst?r, Sarat Chandr, Singha assured the jdentification .

_ expulsion of the foreigners. At the o
led governmeng having Wwon

first mid-term Lok Sabh,

]

TZ?) ;hscusS this Problem of Assam_ And egm:ininng t0 a letter No
) 116/75-111 Dateq 1 . _acoor g to ys ot
by Mrs. Gandbi g g, Assam et 197 (Vide GO IMHA f

80vernment, o1dered the remoV:
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. . v
Same time, the Indira Gan ¢
Out of the 518 total seats i ¢

the names of illegal foreigners from the Voter llthBuztie Sr:l(r)::
NS Aeggl:“.p‘risi.ng fact here was that the then Assam Chief Minister,:

2, Chiidry g; gha' was unwilling to execute this step. ..Suspectmg,
‘qtﬁ;a""f"’i A A% e xpress ‘vote of no-confidence
Sl t 25 lenonty MLA’s might exp

o ' +hi< burnine issue. He took the side o
cooalnst 't him, he neglected this :bumlnged Ali. Dr. Lutfur Rahman
a;}h,C Cab‘in’et‘members like Sayyad Ahm e 1 e 1

Ve v the impassive role of people
4 Mdris Alj gng took advantage of the _ 'I:lar ‘Upen'Das, Gajen
B \;eA.B.‘SWadesh'Sanna, Harendranath Tahﬂ(. . “Bishnu Prasad,
%, Paramanands Tant, Hiteshwar Saiki

<

. rpet
oL tpama Prappe Mahanta, etc., to brush the 18518 l.md,e.r th? carp

of fully understanding its gra‘_'ity‘ L rS L cﬁakdher
ey . 1978 the Chief Election Commissione Singha himself
lan ed in Guwahati and informed Chi?f M?Stér 'é’s'in the voters
! Eatthere Were lakhs and lakhs of fOrelgxler- s -nTnon 27 February
i34 2k went back to Delhi and rmmediately to L.A.) voters
“ 1978 eted that in Assam (before the elections ! Sil;gha wrote
g Yth photographs be issued. O e ashort periodof
o Tt l‘::k to hak dher that it was not Pos.sflbl'eiln‘;;lt_‘;’l_‘hi;.s Iévoluﬁonary
e VB Beople say that Sarat Singhd rection.-But
rll;fi..“ |

. : _ .o in-a new di
i;ﬁ,tah‘y had taken the politics of Assamin in an’s mask’. He
és{hrjeallty’he Was a person weating a g‘?nt ;:2 public. through
e bned his revolutionary mentality befqr?' ' 4 prave injustices
it 2D activitis. 1n fact, b had comim & erest of
‘slﬁ\i‘ . , eASéaihese people. and ASS“»lm';.Iti _the e of bringing
g8 his Power, he played the political ga” by creating
. ‘”qlﬂ\erenccs P ’ ) . p 'c Commumtles .y 4 the
. ,QEQ ' aII.longstvthe various ethni arply criticized in .
4 it 4 MOBC, §aras Singha was sharp yH men Borgohain
g L F Sapta g for this. Editor Ho

is on the
~ - « nact of this on
- A at that time itself, that e Simgha nourished the
@ ey :ie S0ciety would be very negative. result the question-

of . .
0 %o iy g the Assamese society and as a erge in the minds
R W Assamese jy, Assam (?)- began to em

: ' - s/ 89
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M:MY.
“grewin-the Ass::unesthe ra:ce-baSed power grabbing attltl-lde*""at

“Bingha He tried 1 ¢ S.°f‘ety originated in the. divisive:polifios”

4 EYETE . ganlch . o v.‘.’.._l_‘ﬁke
"gﬁ““éﬂ‘ﬂ%mpubﬁe, €ap popularity through activities

the Karmachar; py,; ‘O Working as a server-in-the b
‘back tg ‘the bupe: ‘aris}z:] (Employees COuncil);but*tlJmEd

‘Choracter g yy, ;\ .
- ODDOTh < ..Er.at ilnlg ha;‘kﬂew.,how. to:make. the. iﬁ@st.ﬂ.’
Oﬂdertokeep his pr%e- st i?OV""'-I',‘1he;di(l' a:perfect:v@lte“faoe,%m
.x‘am,“ itude toy s P‘ence ah"e%‘Atﬁrst,heb g, ganweshowrﬁ?d:
Jeddersh Of the Asgam. Sfxnenem“isif’n‘movement uﬁdersaﬁ‘
rd. When . _y ' Uni I e . the*AS
e e e
. n:

- Smgha"emtempmously commewd’

C: ¢
emelt::hi:mse 1£ had nurtured ,for:,so"bi;a'
Pedple by 4o .O’Fhédrﬁken:p. ledge to serve’

i %Pwaum@ak i m~§%ﬂn8?;thex Chicf Ministe ™

_orand the Homgny. . himggoy o it
e Butydug gy M’mﬁand s Dorarmet:the

1 the fagy. ook a strong starid about
meﬂ“ WSS it e, mme ios‘;mwe‘ soon, he was wi? ’
Politics of 4 .smﬁs'%a' 192 Widely i . qh
stay in powey , S g Y CHtiCised: person’ iff

’fgaWBQ'hﬁ?mag Urtam Chlefw[mm ister ‘in -his ?gi'wdf:w

pis |
“Asistotle had said- Choice reVea s

! mg@ﬁler ; _mefefore,, tried. to: bnngf mf o

]

R

:‘fompel“hng. situations though he admitted that there were 30 lakh
“8al foreigners in Assam, he also knew how to do a volte-face
jniordef'to save his throne. Saikia had the draft of the IMDT Act
rz:prepared’bY'his Minister, Abdul Muhib Mazumdar, which he
2ded over to Indira Gandhi. Fearing that “the-Son will destroy
The ?mba“hnent constructed by the Mother’, Saikia sat.in a room
anme Minister Rajiv Gandhi trying to justify that the IMDT

TSt remain in Assam to-please the Bangladeshi foreigners,
Lem a nearby room the discussions of Assam Accord were
§:)1Bg On in Delhj. An equivalent of Janani Janma Bhum.ischa
x,mﬁadapi Gariyashi is Dexot koi Momai c.iangor nohoi (My
“hisipy 'S Tt greater than my motherland). Jyoti Prasad felt this in
~‘y.‘a,,a:(,,d-‘al?d had written, ¢Tahani Lachite eri thoi juware pora
St 9ukh... .’ But Chief Minister Saikia clearly showed
ti“‘!m :l?i&acﬁohs that patﬁotism*and'nationalism ‘were ‘useless

Gnsm ‘the face-of power and position. o

by, Tafulla Kr. Mahanta sat on the chair of the Chicf Minister

M Viting the ‘Assamese nationality: with glit lies. The fact

»,%a:;%tudem leaders had own selfish axes '-towgrind.-‘throqgl.i ithe
.}W%Oﬁﬂwmovement, ‘became -obvious from their -activties.

oy, "2 and his cronies had compelled the Assamesepublic not

\wgt&:;he‘elections of 1983 on the ground that the clestions
g S OTBanised on the basis of an llogal voters ist: FIOvever,
T "hen they contested the elections and came 10 POWET, ;
%;thezhasis of that same voters list. There 1810 md torcite
Wag gy mpleto bring to light the real nature of Mahanta: He
Ry, ag, 'Qu?llf?fit because of whom in 1981 the Tensus Was ot
g m$§ut; in Assam.. In-his-second tenure (1995:2000)-he {in
Y ,an:@me 1o power)-allied with the anﬁ%ssm.,n_xovment
Bovern CMPletely neglected the foreigner problem. The Central

ongy. 12 voiced its opinion is favour of upgradation of the

® Yasis of the voters list of 1951, during implementation

~

—_ ,‘
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me
der sO
st of the money was spent un

different heads.

month th°
It must be femembered that i 4 span of one
Central gOvernment haq signed

was

two Accords in 1985. ?hfz ot

the Rajiv~Longowa1 Accord (24 July 1985) and the o t of the
the Assam d (15% Augygs 1985). The Annual Repo

6) ha
¥, Gol (during Mahanty s tenure, 1986)

Rajiv”
entre wag determined implement the
Longowa] Accord, |,

Accord i this

: Assail
Wever, there Was no mention of the
Report

Sought
and the T€asons for this was never
by the then Chief Mip;

at ha
Ster, Mahapt, and his government th
plans of building a ‘Golg,

e

n Assam’. When 12 years had lapiin

ment had Stepped forward to execute the I'ﬂl 1'1'

CAASU threatened agitation, .On rtite

; e Department, Gol organised a mpatake

meeting (Centre-State-AASU ' 21 saddest part was that o 1

Part in this megiy, >3 Head op he Assam government and ?_m d
as former AASY leaderg, either Mahan, nor Bhrigu could

time,

Accor

R nd th°
antl-Congress Position is Assam a

8 that haq 8rown iy,

people towards AG

s€
the hearts of the Assam\ifer
AGP, hag facilitated Taryp Gogoi to enjoy PO
for 10 years, His stang on t agladeshi issue is dubious- '
has always paq the skiljs op icing e Minority and winnits
over the natiyeg Wi Sehtenceg likg «
After the Violent a

fi2t00) "
ho is Badar-ud-din (7)
Clivitigg of
burcaucrats S AA

he?
id MSU in Barpcta, wan
- PHals said thy, Work o ¢ ¢ Pilot Project will continue
Chief Ministey Gogoi, i, total cong,.
work will e shut down i

‘ect
St, announced that the proj Ay
ediately, Ssamese natjyes very clea
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Llnderst()od ed (}( )g()' 1a }" del’mined the
\%Y 1S 1 i . ll S alwa S un
hat thlS lmph '
peaceful movement Of AAS[ l lO] executIOIl Of the Assanl‘ ACCOI d’
de t n f f T i T d tlon, e[C.:

S, he took
With hig fickle and insulting comments. Wherea

Mmedjate action of stopping the Pilot
Violen

t movement of the AAMSU. In
the MU movement-

Corner, and he needed the vote of the illegal foreigners. Chie
Mister Gogoi

was caught- He proved that in.terests Tef power
Was much above the interests of the nation and its geo(l))mi-ng e
Now, Assamese people are on th§ p‘ath of ej artioulan
eTriIJuris o’fTripura. Amold Toynbee sg1d, Wheni:;?e,nie o it
”aﬁonalizjy faces dangerous threat to its very ex ,
exemption, Teviewing itself becomes a
On the basis of its histo'y,

€Cide its furype path’.

In history there is ample evidence of the enslaved selfish
ASS&IHese ch

1 N
Cating the Assamese nation. It was the Assamese who
forme

d Mir Jumla about the treasures buried in the maidams
:;om 3 of the Ahom
e

Kings. The Burmese who wreaked havoc gn
SSamege had been brought in by Badan Borphul‘<a'n: The;et lis
g Crence between this act of Badan and the act1v1t1.e§ of the
OIiticianS modern Assam, who are busy exploiting the
Bangladeshi-v
()fd 4

Oter” issue to their own interest. For the activitjeg
ag < ceit 3gainst thejy own nati
u

Orgivable Criminals’ in

project on a mere one-day

reality, Gogoi had wanted
because elections were just round the

prime necessity, Because,
the nationality can establish its being

on, these people will remain marked
the annals of history.

k NZ S¢ssor Kasiyoy; Roudot, Benudhar Sarma, P.7]
N OPPositigy, 10 the Immigration Act ¢
DHis 4

an be seep from
hant attityde against Patel. M,
Th

Varioyg
any times the Strong Stand
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‘of Patel-against the E-Pakistanis.surpassed that-of Nehru. (b) O ¢
‘pro‘dusi](: nﬁ e Bmimm Nehru dreamt. ofgaining-prospefity’by
o L Brains.in the fertle lang of Assam and as such wanted ¥

i:\;:eﬁllbamersforbme;immim
— hvered’m'Nagaom~duringthe campaign for the 1957 Ij’A

»:;thé‘s.ibsagarc‘mSﬁt\lency‘infthe Lok Sabb3
Iting -Seeanf}‘termOfth‘e_Memﬁ?. govemmﬁl,f:though

87, ' ﬂliha.,'-Aso ] o
Jo‘mDeclamﬁon ) mP"amShaﬁPari‘shad',p:%

94 Pyi .,
ANM‘AgOny, . K ime Mnlsters OfIn dia an dBangl a deSh, P 1

" Aorader Umar .
Agradoot Budhpogy -1 Au Das, pisg
’ Bust

... FROMINDEPENDENT ASS:

o M7 Aprit 1979 when the ULFA was bornin

1990, .1129 Xaun, 541 Sankarabd®)

e O O

e e

M TO:
AUTONOMOUS-RULE
A Lengthy Circuit

isto Unite all'm,.eMe~mmmumﬁes:mhabiﬁngfm_&sm.
katowardsithe;deveiopment of the masses: This was i 1e8 g
the premises of the:

Remg. ghar. From-APLA (Assam: People’s Liberation Amy) to I
’.[.FA"and‘ then- after under the. President ip-of ‘Bad dbeswar :
©801, a school teacher of Mora: Sch"o}"fmm‘)ﬁhe@mj ‘ |

Coungc;) of the organisation, to the pmsenttmmhasbae:o:l;nﬂf; ki |

in three decades of straggle. This armed'forwmb:cvfdmhas ! i

aly, Sam’s prevailing political and:socio noml: of Assam:in Z

Y8 been grabbing the headlines-of nEwWSpape :

. T10us discussjons, . +ure of
UL, Now, it is very important t0 analyse 'the"ré:l (Z::::e dly |
. FA with many cadres surrendering; captll:l o with the

P~-rrender) of the Finance and Foreign Secretars ‘Oztg‘érence in :

thrés.ident himself of the- organisation; 2 Naﬁ?nal‘ Co vr inh#ml .

° lerests of discussions; with @ Sevep-point Charicr

whi‘;lng towards an autonomous rule from i .
£ .e At the same time, thereis @ Stawmem}ﬁog Assam, along it
;ict:‘m demanding an’ independent and. sovercig 457 Y.(;hief of |
Vith: ! mman gl W : i
tll‘e Othe‘l}ncompromsjng.attitude of ﬂ‘:l;co . etcd?rn-the present ,‘
Sitgy Misation who has taken asylum 3 eacing a calamity. Al

Cyes

i
l
|
Revolution rﬁeans«-progress.-kevolutiomimﬂw-teakseme-- I
f
{




Assam-

d
Will the ongoing process of talks between the ULFA a0d
the government be successful?

Behind the formation of ULFA

ULFA. Was created as a result of the clash between na?lona{
“unds and regional fungs Keeping the ambitions of the middle
class Assamege in the baCkground, nationalism grew among one
group and 1o take

e K
. - "1t nationalism 1o the zenith, one group t°°n
p aIms. as their megpg In their owp words. ‘ULFA is not @
extremist or ter,’.on-st o s

. . in
T8anisatiop, h i believes
revolution andhasno s on b ough it totally

- ¢
- milarity i isations that ar
Ppartially reformist, ULE Yywith those organisatio

] . jon.
, 1S not q secyeri organisati
Ifwe are in hiding that is p, retive, secret org
masses’. Kee

e
o i e CAUSE Of the enemies and not for th’s
Situation anq PIng in ‘(’;’GW the activities of ULFA in toda;'er
Oun, thelr on . . itvisa ma’
th?t the mag Beed to seqry Ce proclaimed identity i

o omific socigy e ectives of ULFA had been to eStabl,i S.h .

cience.lnth o.n the modern formulas of Pohucbe
ho acceptanc ab()ut ents j Wwas Very CIear that, “There can .
aim ut an Compromise on independence.” T.hell'
o the Society thay the el-lt ofa chsshs& exploitation-less society’
the ﬁlll 1 . y WlShed crea.te e .. woul d have
thes * ight ¢, food » CVery citizen

S three, the o, -l

sthe Othing:shelter and on the basis ©
Every ethni gr::;alw‘s;ate °fin endent Assa::xn \c;lvould be Se‘.:ular.
°“lml'e, and etijoy & ‘uld € able o develop their languag® a?
Todel anp, unceq , Aeu ? AUtonomoys rule. To sum up; o
OR Nationgljy Y ULFA Was a Scientific socialism CStabliShed
| VIZ ULFy
D the bag

MOVement ULFZOFQ-I? of Assam illegal foreigner expulsio”
b - 1f ong léﬁk;*pressed itself as ap extremist factio? ©

nl : e
| efully Into the days gone by, it can b
The‘Gaze ‘A Rag

Qctio .
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g g g ere ' , ULFA
5 . ﬁhdAGIse "© were literally no difference between the AASU, UL

|

Séenthat ULFA did not have any clash with AASU, t.t they were
: .efeht. AASU’s concept for ‘Golden Assam’ or “Ne-v f,\ssam’

\ dld 0t clash with ULFA’s proposed ‘Independent Assam . there
wje,:’févdiﬁ‘er'ences. ULFA had no clash with AASU over the 1lleg:;1l
é.’f'éli'én'er éxpul'siori issue. AASU too had no opposition to ULFA’s
l‘?&a °f s‘Wing the identity of the Assamese @oug!’n a process OfA

h “?;?éﬁoﬁalisation leading to a process of unification. However,

-,

|

|

P t,he‘AASU, ULFA has never been able to clearly explain as :

toxawhbjis’ a foreigner. The activities of ULFA had proven tl'1a.t tlu?y |
ed g Cstablish that, more than the foreign nationals living in

A, it wag the Indi’ans from the other parts of the country who

i
._e Ato‘ Assam’ were more dangerous. i

i al to
i Both organisations were run by leadership perpetual °
t!'lf-:-lmddle class — both organisations lacked any clear 01”;3“‘:}1
220/ '€ rights of landless peasants and the labour-workecrls.' :h ;
'vl- o ‘ v . all ln
e - o 8overnment formed by a regional party

%1 008 of 1985, 1991 and 1996, both worked tirelessly for the
mgtﬂ?ry of the candidates of the regional party. Though there were
Uthog: :

& %al difference between the two, their activitie; b.eforc:hatie
QG i S 1 . ’

e“aiz 0 }he People spoke of, close attachment. It was obviou

ULFWaS leaning o the other.

TTAvsAGp -

Sy

' i’?‘ The movement that was started on 8" June 1979 with a
m"hour Strike and Jeq to the martyrdom of 800 Assamese young
Aceq 8 10 occupy power. On 14 August 1985 the Assam
l‘sj_fol‘d Was signed and a few days later Assam G'ana
‘;li{:'l.!}shad(AGP) was formed. From the AGP winning the elections
g, do'f-l 23r ecer itting in power till 27" November
1990 i Cember 1985 and sitting

ty be% - With 5 friendly government at the helm, the ULFA began
e lump. There was rampant violence, murder, loot and
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&Mﬁm

ectator. The AASU.and AGP-had done two injustices-0

, pf°ﬂ"I’l,"'*Tht:a“u«&Sll,.lea::lel-'s-.signed .-the--AS?am )
il e IMDT was keptntac,to 51 e ugly des?”
‘ o lmweh.on"the‘othelhandvthe AGP-in its first:
mmmem’* to:prosper and grow. Seated in power ?yf‘h&
o g public PPor, the AG forgor allabout the 1162
%! tlaly, the. ULFA tao, kept: up; the rhetoré ;gp-
mméandﬂh andsavercignty, settled themselves. in foreiZ®

. -2lowed the isgye of 1. . ey
A‘%mg]m&% of illegal. foreigners to.lap |

2lmost 30. years, the IJELFAx:ould@l‘“lri i
fromitsingaprn - 2% ¥ith some ey ; ULFA, 1"
NCePtion e dioy m;new 1dea§. The. ULF (o
about Agea, “aden ‘hescope of enigmatic discusS

) Sﬁmsecedmg_ﬁ . hich had bee!
bmenlme S-irom India,. whic

obice 11 o , a, €16
%&‘m‘*"‘%&m&m’ %:I‘fzblkagmanddmanathmf

N&tlonahgy . ' tutl% S overei Ma&s’-vote}
. naligy, ~Severeignty, Mas>™"
etc., now ot g, *Regionaliom pog: onality, Human Right™

. ) “‘mgge,% ?maﬂy, much publicised issues o
- W Qg n&iﬁx;l:iﬁj »» €xploitation,. etc., ‘;” It
‘ Mds.of the A ssamese. masseS-
Weleawak' .- Samese peopleknown aslazyj;,
*dthe ULFA contributed 8¢

ingin the state but the elected AGP. gpvemment.remaiﬂed"

P

*Fatipant misuse of arms, unabated torturing of the unarmed, using

urder a5 5 method, they hurt the sentiments of those belie‘ving‘i'n
b ism as well as the family-relatives of the unarmed: It is
Vgry mportant to analyse how the ULFA could punish .conjnon
“Ople by establishing courts that gave one-sided werd‘n:l:ts‘:~ fIthe
that they would engage in firings just for money,“bt‘e}'gar} to
cr.eaite ill-feelings among the people towards the. ULFAethtcs
- anyonebecalne very easy for the orgamsau?n; Tl’leUL‘FA
impletely failed to understand that a society cannot b’ changed
“8h the means of Lilling people. o

pop 1. 1€ ULFA has proilg,imecf that in front ‘of the 3 qof?;
20Pulation of Assam, the Indian state rnachin‘eiryfs;“e?l’ll'f‘f‘rd f;:g o
g gy S ROthing, In their statement they recalled As:f:uﬁ gl;]y
vy, that the Assamose nationality that hadrepuleﬁ -rdeélhi’S
%‘{asl.ons 17 times will now be able to break the shackles

‘ onlalis .

7t g also, ang the UL FA workers will fight fortheAssaese
de“él‘l":.“ last drop of blood. However, apart from a toup

Ihdi;nlve hcounters, the ULFA was never s?en ta]f“:%:::;
ang ¢, od forces. During the operationslike* ltjh]_,ﬂ;‘(;an&:]l o
Uy Which happened because of the ULEASHIE 0
thay thé Sent of the general populace, it was never

g e UL

FA tried to stop or counter-attack’ the Indian army

: tment of the
L ULFA% S 0 light the weakness of the war -departm

Wily . BY very easily collecting money fromi the Secrett::aécf;i
Wag “Slnessman and dishonest employees‘c‘jntrad?rs',’ dunifair
m%::?(’“raging these people to engage fufther 'inm?ust an mst
e pegr > ULFA could miot hold-on t6 their pep;:jenlt;rootmg
.'al%ho] *by Tesorting to "cheap'zpubliﬁty?@?‘_ts' \’ weaktiess of
N o > closing down tuitions. Anether €xtreme: W

‘ who had taken the oath of
o death)gamsatlon ‘Was'its own cadres (Whouhad taken the

- information-about the organisation {0 the-army or
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police. In spite of

Was. a

P k). At that time, the mediator with U
' - At that time, the m
Dr~Ma-nomRoisomG0

R maindiscus
Mokanty (Socia o
imp

0t forthe

a failure for ULFA, Th

that !
SWami had said before the press 12"
sion

the fact
gaining huge support from the masses,
that they coulq e establish

anl
themselves as a ma}ss-%rf with th‘?
eir lack of communicati 0

B
bad gifted Sunil Nath and Gol2p

the

orat!
had been readied by Dr. x;nse
and eyep Paresh Barua

. - 5o
o "oment of Dr. Goswami naturally '

~—

: aqtiol
Carrs - “and rightly so-for an organisa’ 979
- s e On

Wttt 20

_, bad nopy
i

. FA the
o Pror g g discyg
! for Tang

hat Ph

T,

ukap
M of 5y,

_ fo ince 177
AMmed Struggle for 14 years S ¢

, strd
Called 3 *pyge document Ofﬂ.lz 10 ha¥
asis of Which they are sai pclh’

. n ¢
OCument which they submitted th
a ‘p, '

fo
Ol-Assamese’. This was Proc;,ULFI?;
Wealiess within the folds O i B
Tediator, Rebati Phukath ©

i issues of 1% of
Sion, brought up issue

.- »]acC s
0 . s Su 1 and lnp |
b - ding gp dependent rrendermg arms
B “Moneq th;

m
SAm, talked of autonomy- ::: oﬂ_ly
illfornwd\ ‘not s’t01‘3pingth Janua'd
dependent Assam, on 13 of 1%,
TeNce to the Constitution ence ’
*® Prime Minister in the pr: o W%
Y Saikia. In the propos™ _o0%

cacUS
leaderg Would sit in the dis®

A _ L 00
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Vit g,
sati?  Cheg

ishing ‘Independent Assam
& an;l:ssslons Now once again, relinquishing

£ e

R e -

. an (] Of ﬁee
Y Preconditions. However, takmg f1l(_ivoft:‘:lde:rs like
Passape An p Chetia ran away. Such activitie and its poople,
S?i ’Wholl?:.d sworn to free the nation (AS'S aT}Ze minds of the
led to new questions al'iSing about ULFA in .
; those
tolery ;:ssmt;es§ pogu:?om comments and betllnlav:cc::gtfi'on >
an be surmis e
leadery who Were arrested or surrendered that
ULF ¢

' ed immensely.
e T, TOM the time of jts birth ill now, has chang
They haye
"The <,

their own a
r some of Day, for
-alfob:xpressed ﬂr;g::‘ foi on of Independence Day.
Lo oMaji blagts® on cas
Which Pare,

. oug] 'latc, we
® IS Something that needs to be noticed. Th

; FA is
is change in UL
a reﬂection Of their past experience. ble. In 1992, one s@on
€ journey of history is unstoppable. d given priority to
O,f lea.ders °f the ULFA born in 1979, ha

. binda
hip of Ara

°Vereignty’ one section under the.t leadzl;er 30 long years
Rajkh ; U discussions. in tidings of
oWa i g in favour of <« has brought in -
of iori FA leader: i the succe
. Wthe ;he::; ajo:;ysg; Everyone wishes for
tjg ¢o '

B Tocess,

'A leaders should share the
top: OWever, it is felt that the ULF.

opulace beforehand. This
- R USCussion with the AssaJneSfe D
N e JuStiﬁed with two arguments :-

e .A;s.l'when

r conslllted
S, they neve. ake all
d taken up arm still m
At ULFA ;:om that point, they ca;‘O ple should be
d?elsi(’“s emsm?sses.H ever, the Assamese'ﬁbe in the interest
of Iightz :: :keo:rt in Zlecisions that wi
e As i P ese people
Amege hationality. duped the Assam litical
th'%gh tl'lj“;t as the British ll:ad 02;61985 through 2nd p
© Treaty of Yandaboo,

101
sical Jssues /
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956
the Assam Accord- a section of selfish Ass:zese
nation, ‘adan’ had in the same manner cheated the -Ass. o

with sw:?w’ it i? time for Cveryone to be alert beforehalld:fd‘

0t chegt g .. 0TSt of Assam, the third trea® =g

i :the A,Ssam_ese. It must be kept in mind that to in 4

"82! forcigners, post- 24 March 1971, 10t #° ¢t?

s forget Six. long years, had actl{a );e.thqf

do they des other section of ULFA do not want discussio” posl?

understamilre " T 1 the mainstream, The ULFA 55
L  that divisjon alwgys weakens any orgamsatlon', |

"AReflgey I
¢ I ‘ « . 0
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CHAPTER 11

COMPLETE AUTONOMOUS RULE

- ULFA-GOVERNMENT

. DISCUSSION

| What are the issues that the Assamese
~_ People want to be discussed

Guy, 9n~ 07-05-2011 a National Convention was organised n
in ot i the interests of Assam and the Assamese wherein
VOIW g complete autonomous rule and other proposals, a
%n"i. s Demand-Charter of 400 pages was ‘brought out. A
Publigh, <Tsion of 37 pages of this charter is said to have been
the‘ﬁrs:“l  the newspapers. According to media }nf:ormanon,
Auwno SSue thag has found place in this Charter .1s C;lmplete
N iy Rule’(CAR) for Assam. In the meantime, the pro

Présiden O of ULFA has accepted this Demand-Charter and tl:le
Chayy, . ° ULFA, Arabinda Rajkhuwa has labelled the Demand-
i i 83 national treasure. The demand of Complete
Qéﬁ'()n'mous Rule in the Charter has proven that the pro-talk
‘l“dépe;;\ FA has given up the original ULFA demand of an
iy, Assam’ and like paying obeisance to a rock t'hat
of : ed, has decided:to move away from the lncor.lvemsnt
eamﬁl‘etg? Alndependent*A’ssam .and concentrate on a subject like
%m“\'FrS:?:E?i:s‘ Rgléi' Zing it was obvious from the
Wshtsnof the"pr;ialligglgjf leaders that:Assam wants
th@nm Eveq earlier;,in--thé comments of the: spokesperson of
q-' St N ationa} Conference, the demand of QUtQIFOmy, was
gy, "¢k catlier the *Asom Yuva Chatra Parishad’ had
! OMplete Autonomous Rule for Assam. Here, an

Thig: o
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mous
utonor="

's that while wishing for complete A

Rule for Assam,

in
out
halked %"
Ost none of the groups h;‘:): implemezt::e
clear termg 4 basis on which the CA}_{ ShOUItional Confer p
Even the Pro-talks ULFA ang the Umted. N? up this deﬂ‘:/hat
Which are beginning ¢, 5 lot of din by b@glnmge media, o ¥
3gain have oy been able 10 express clearly in

¢,
!
at the same f the
; I

terms Autonomy i being askeq for. However,

One faction of the pr,

its O v
otalks ULFA (4 g ¢ QOmpanZﬁomple
28 No, Battalion) had CXpressed that they will Sug)ction T-hatl
independence’. Oone analyses, it g felt that th? order the P
8iven up the de and for Complete independence in nt Assam)
the Anti-ta[) € Who wanteq Independleks by acceP
SUtopian CAR . they wanted to sit in ta

Constitution While
of CAR—__

to
ated t0 £
at the same time also w

W now, there is
Constitution.

. : i the
10 such provision in
ther the People op Assam
any jdey aboyt CCauge
o Surely ¢
nlstrative

have

:on 05

18108 g
®re is no such pr(?vnot w5
*National Conference lSils ba$ ¢ 15
focess Jike the District ot why the.rl i
; Of the 1 lan Constitution, That is in det?”
* Wanteq *Stitution will have to be st of AS®
hay, tobe incorporated for the intere
Rg

1
ConStitutloeﬂt
May be brought up- amen big
COmplicateq. ConStituuolno Som¢
SCusse L ier also. )
Pandits : i ba Assam o for thetf s
topics ¢, fool people £ the AS (he
coy ® only On that clause no. 6 o caus® ad
' ! ‘Mmenteq till now—-be who b ¢
the < 1 noy be Mended) Thoge Peopliccof i
“20ers g the time of the Assam
ke the Studep, leaq,

ned sile??
°TS, they a0 remain
The Gaze :

On Socig.
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ad

hole ™18
nor India as a wWho™

¢ Subsequent times, NOYV,
will pe made, it is
SCUssiong on Autonomous
ygt

Qature i the discussio
Onstit,

d for
that a deman
that it ha’Secssence that open d:t;?ing
o gre?ltould be done. Herefz tifel idias
l:?j:cscording to Art. ;F{g;ecial State’
K hrzir has been gwe;l ;) a similar system
on, Jammuy. s L
statu .tlflil, J ta;( Ual:_,FA faction WlShlng colearly that thou gh
e Mo thing from the
f rstand one de free .
or ASS_afll:? We must :;“::parate powers Tdmmr?ame‘— with e
r cen ‘gjy o — >
At of di gPa,rliament,, this 1s on Zhe state indirectly. In
? 1?.(1 interfere in demanded that
*INg given power to ing. The statc has manded tha
aning. ult, .
Art, 370 has no me ated, and as a resOmous Rule in
JUrreng System be abrog larged Auton
Leglsl:tti SSembly demanded en
Jllne 2000_

b Cre ig lack of cl
Y th atiopg) Confer
e"Dress

Ong Worq
the cu

: ared
ity in the first seven demand:l:\f:pbeen
o ti’llfese seven demandlSe it . e
nce. ST .
throg, unnee::essary words. Thﬁ;;:lprehensible: I.Jlkel
SYntax as Inadeg € meaning of the issue Inc through politica
.\(De\)elopment may not be pOSSlble , gain the nght to
- “ence % Sain— p eaple of Asselm ?adependence. ’And—,
‘ “heiy YR fate even without Poliﬂcc.ll- ﬂ;l power is a must
; ¥ €Conom;c ndependence, politic h such issues are
o om, 5 g 2011, Pg. 8). Thoug complex form and
o ir,Dresent}e;tion has been done in Zdiotor}’.
1t can e said to be Selffco?t;ed in the Demand-
Qha Afnong the total seven issues inclu
of lfter the

1 ‘Ssue
e

€ ext

rol
tives of Assam, cont
atlv

in the interests
i ling of land and an Act v rity in this
A Doyt Uying-selling have found priority
Be"‘litn q Ssamese Natives, should
4C
:he Say
§

er is that
" The 2nq defect of the Dema;ﬁ:_g*‘h;:int. There
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i to “Xplain the importance of thi
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: edto @
love Assam and the Assamese natives. T?le 1ssue th;g(;, b cople
moyement to protect the Assamese identity, a}bOUtf ~ tionalis™

- became martyrs, because of which the fomdgtlon 0 o ngest
was.built in Assam and to take that nationalism to wever, this
zenith. of power, ULFA was born as a means. ‘HE cter is verY
important issue finding place in the 6% point of the Cha
disheartening.

- jvisory lette”
The Demand-Charter has been said to be an advisory

en
: has bee”
The decision to accept or not accept everything thatthin gvab,ouf‘ 3
incorporated here lies with the pro-talks ULFA. One

the
this advisory seems to be objectionable. One person ﬁolrcrl1 us®
National Conference has advised that the ULFA shot to us®
Assamese language during the talks-It has been asked not‘ jvens
Hindi or English. Actually, such kind of advice should not be %‘ pot
because such things are mere nationalistic emotions 2%
logically acceptable, 4alk

The National Conference should have let the PT©

ULFA think independent}
native As

of
Y about Assam and the problems
samese. Instead,
acted like the guard

should have gi

independently chalk out the
and: they shoulq have bee
important thag the subjects

. aI‘S

dians of the ULFA cadres. These g arf; t0

Yo the pro-talk YLFA the opportuni s

Subjects to be raised during the o WS
- able o strongly argue why !

The National Conference

Tl
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ad?
Wy chosen by the ULFA should be 1;0
own € people ‘of'AssaIm beforehand. The, argument Lo
to

Foreigners. Problem:

There was a time when, while ‘sett'mg up campfs 111r\
Bangladesh« and issuing ‘statements’ in the interests of t tc
Samese; the ULFA had actually turned its back on tb’e 1r.1tjcres_s
of Assam, Today, will they tell the illegal Bangladeshi’s hvmg. n
S 0,00 back to Bangladesh? For example- In the maglaz¥ne
iy Rad begy brought out by ULFA on the occasion of C?mp eting
. Yoars, in 1997 (edited by Aniruddha Choudhury alias Arnab
ZQrika), it has been mentioned that ‘for the development of
agriculture in Assam, the Bangladeshi immigratlo.n was
eCesSary,. It was. also’written in the magazine- ‘The _Slx year
on Movemey, of AASU against the illegal Bangladeshi wasdnot
i;:fsar}.)" It also published that, In thehback’i;;()):;:lp (1)’];
APne,.giranOT" the ‘Melting-pot culture t.hat as g e
iy 1y @ Willbe applicable in Assam also in the future’. The tru
°Dtior; bA’ that had been nurtured in Bangladeshélgs. nioczl?ezz
bagy out 0 Speak in the interests of Bmgladegh. u n; ldyb
"nd, it i necessary that those earlier mistakes should be

Ql“tﬁh'es W the ULFA members who have come out from the
issue_ prangladesh should concentrate deeply on t.he fore1gner.-
Millyg 0 ® ULFA tries to turn a blind eye to this issue, then it
Najg pTOb? they are deliberately keeping themselves away from a
At eml °f Assam. Even after 25 years of the Assam Accord,
bee‘\ ‘%edf\mre feming on the Assam-Bangladesh border has not
Yemem o Pleteq Where does the mystery lie? The ULFA should
fenti‘l 'r that Within 4 years after independence, the barbed-wire
th ig‘lér‘ i:iween India-Pakistan was complete.d. The illegal
Rl 7, -“Should be placed as the first issue in the agenda of
R““d%fp 1315 Whag 1,

e people of Assam wanted.
. mblem; Ppcop

g, The - o

a Very,. bor‘d'er/ disputes of Assam with its neighbouring stateg
“NSitive issue, 1t is very sad that even after 37 yeqars
Théﬁa‘ie-,
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since Bor Asopm had .
BeVer seen to haye aching up°
- ro
issue. Bvery stage encircling Assam has been enc
Assam’s land. Ag

rder
active initiati ttle the bo
taken any active initiative to settle

t,
artme!
Per information of the Revenue Djfmn chal
adjacent to Assam, the States of Nagaland, Mlzo:laltl:;s, in total
Pradesh, Tripura, Meghalaya, and West Beng

t
Rece?
s ca.
oroached upto 86 9g3 g hectares of Assam’s land ar

. Reven‘ue Department i

s
and 2% .
Bformation says that, N?gzlhe oaress
encroached 66,94 hectares, Arunachal Pradesh 13,

eghalaya 3870.92 1,
3330 p

S
Beng?

S, Mizoram 1986 hectares, Xvsessam- Tre
Cotares & Tripura 95 hectares, already from imply ﬁlmg)
Assam gove shirked jtg responsibility b-y Sno. 2/ 1988(1
i Nagaland in 1983 (Dewani Complalnttext of 127 .
and againg Anunachy) Pradesh in 1989 in the con NSCN are
encroachm 7 PT Sources, pogy factions of the am for th-s
thm.l_?\mng the Process of encroaching land in Ass at state !
cf&aﬁon of | r ¢ i i Even the government Ofth s AsS: .
Silently “UPPorting g Will the Central a5 well " Jons
SOvernmep 3le to giye a0y assurance as to how
pl‘otl’acted bOI’der djs

OCusg on the ;

n
PUe carry on9 The pro-talk ULFA

© Issug of :

of the talks . Order dij

nd?
,n'employment Problem:

el
- s the ag
Spute and include it in th

it thﬁ Statistics of 3n
d ) S3M Stands o disg
“OMpreheng the figure of the
st th

(o)

1, ¢

™ a5t year (2010) il Novembe riog®
D emp],
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e 10"
December 2009, th 5

om
20,79,558. Apart fr

b
is statistic clearly

ot ony ¢ : OYment, Thig statistic ¢ ut
the apathonlythe Sravity of ® Unemployment problem b
‘o Y of the 3°V°'mnem t

(? 1§s 1°ﬂg~tenn Wath,, h

B mygy be

rosut
. as a is
Wardg solving it. And

. of
*h towards the Solutlonent.
~ OSt lost by the governm o
remetnbered e san);uinary moveme
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ent was
been divided, the Central governm!

s0

. ition. There is
¢ condition. .
jated economi iolence ridden
begun because c:f the I;Zatche background of the vio
dly any need to ana

_talk ULFA.
Movement in front of the pro-talk

i ional’ India is one of
OTTuption PrOblem.T sparency Intemauonalanlﬂ; survey has
. 3 ran S .
According tonati ons of the world. Thteed state in India.
eb?lany COrruptef: be one of most (.:om'l:l level to the lowest
pu lsht?d A}ssaz orea d from the leﬂSten ived of the services-
orrlupuon Vithe isgribing a patient is depnen the elderly needs
Ii"(t)i);ese: v:’}l:,l(élovernment hospitals and'lelvcure this? There has
Fibe for their old-age pension. ot the scit. loped
. ong a section O . the most undeve op
~ % A awakening am t the North East is this. There is a huge
g S Bccepted tha ics is clear proof of dition of Assam is
ar © Country. Statistic Today, the con tes. The biggest
. d poor. L states.
b no m s e r:)cel;t::l thla)m its nelghboumgof the deVelopmen:‘
Probyc e:ns any is that a lion’s syare It looks like a lot o
Dackagm or Assam'len to the extremists. ent but that money
Inoﬁey ix:sasbto b~e gl:ted for rural develcil’:;elvelopm‘"nt s like i
beneﬁts ’ een lnv(e:tion For them, rura s into the hands o
: Only one se . funds goe ive officials.
Mileh ¢ ° overnment inistrative o
Sxtrey - 70% of g ministers and adlmnl‘so has many other
> Contractors, issues, Assam all ientific solution
e rom these o chalked ou, their alk ULFA should
be ¢ -ta
Noeg g, | 105 Necds zlobased on that the pro roblems. Currently
0 be inventeq an t for solving th? P deterioration of
I:\IAS > One thing that is - pro-alk ULFA needs the Assamese
S .. °% nationality. The pro- rest of Assam and
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CHAPTER:12

DISMISSAL OF THE 2 €S OF
‘S:.J o\

A HTSTORICAL GAZE

35
63 Wi
the seqq “;mgthe “olorial ryl, g Surendranath Banne?J

vicé
‘e"aﬂnnahons “rson who Passed the Indian Civil Se:n 1he
iz xelw Wﬁh fying colours and, to-hold a hlgh-Posl: 2 po
§ matlon (The first person to holdSUC™" ~ g

jor

S, Sy endra -Onthe other hand, during the el wh""

S distniggeg ﬂ‘om “MMrics way also the first ICS offie” ot

e Whept, Ilt]ls POSt after 13 months of his appo!” rjeﬁ '
dlsm‘ssi\lhas Revey “an be saig that the reason for Bam;n 08!
b°°ks thig S Matte, h::en elaborately discussed anywher®- 2

a 9

%me‘l“en% Ofthl tn Mentioned very briefly and ™ 12
*‘meng the g

o Missal there was an anti-British aW

(C
as hig hamd"“‘s*b%k

Miftdeg | ”er Oulely

it Ry n,
%kﬂ mthl ‘:atte o this Service.... " On the' othef 511’9

I‘“ is %mam Baye have ma“y Indian historians while 48" e

A, % the
flans have also treated thi 641*15'

., prof
l'egard we find a brief detall JCS

@I!
M‘S‘A(ﬁ

- uh%w into'the: Bannerjee ¢35

. 41 03 .'
O Socio-potitieatissues’ )

t "
¢ was unjustly turned out of it
tolerare 1, presence of an indép’ aﬂd v

Brm t° Convert it into a fabric® maﬁﬁf

“Shows the arrogance of the government and the English writers

Siding With the interestsof their.own nation and on the other hand,
the ﬂatteﬂng attitude of the Indian writers. In this connection, we

"¢ reminded of what Philip Mason wrote in his book ‘The Man

Yho ryjeq India’—> ‘When a senior British official asked his

Sy :“:ﬁame Surendra Nath replied, lam Surrender, not Banarjea®". This

eof confusing examples create problem.in the: proper analysis
thematter Though apparently Bannerjee’s case is usually taken
% face Value, there has actually been no detailed account or analysis
O why in the circumstances-environment of those days, a person
OfB ®Tjee’s exceptional merit had to sacrifice an attractive job
“Cithe ICg.
‘Bom jin- 1848 in the 24 Parganas of Barrackpore, S.N.
Crjee sailed to London with Ramesh Chandra Dutta and Bihari
5 Pta on 1om November 1868 3 They.arrived in London: aﬁecrl
fays, S The three took up residence in a boys-hostel and engage
*Mselyeg to prepare thoroughly for the ICS examination. All
t‘::;e “'eared the written and interview examinations held in 1969

De Ying Colours®. After that they completed their probationary
Tiogs

T We f2 years successfully and returned home. All of them
Were,

osts in different
’Dlace Posted ; In hl%h-ranked Civil. Administrative p

of India b ent.
y the British governm:
SN. Batmeljee after his insertion in the Bengal Cadre
1:; Posteq as Assistant Magistrate of Sylhet: District (presently
gladesh) on 22 Ngvember 19715. It needs to .be mention

an '€ that from 1864, when Satyendranath Thakur was

| till 1886 only 13 Indians
o Wereabl 3 the first Indian in the ICS, ti

Cto Successfully clear the ICS examinations. Among them
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Their names ang year of appointment in ICS are:

S N intment in 1C5
ame Year of appointment 18
-= tyendranath Thaker 1864
“ Surendranath Bang jee 1871
- Romesh Chandra Durt 1871
- ‘Skhanl.al ota 1871
D 182
; 1872

i 1875
-[. = )i Rustomji 1876
L (e dunasii Badshah 1884
0T oot Kharekhag 1884
b el

Source: Civi dranath Paliy

L CTO; 1886
: "886

ndia KT Puniahi 1993, Bharatiya Vi =
N

ching "
poli ficd

beco d

object; e an | im 2”
Jective of g Crjeg® C.S officer had been the only a? his
But With great 4+ at he worke . goak
Strangely ;, twith: dedication and could achieve M

dismig St wi -
sed. In months of his service-life:

Ce
Was p, yes 2
O very g¢ Y \© People, the reason for his dis
tthe timg o Uishap]e

Fitish_J g, Period they were given c09
"dian Lay, Jurisprudence and

PEELEEEE AL LR LEL L Ll bbbttt

istratio, o nCTjCE” ib
officer Nistration of g CTjee’s appointment, the respons " S
S. Ap y et district was beStOW@d on fou

erj .
d\Disrt]:e’ all the others were British jot

1 —
WO yearg S Csfop l(zl\’laglstrate, S.D.Andersonr i85
AN : ~— . i 9

gan frOm h“(:. In ServiCe t SSistant Maglstrate_ PoSf ble ms

] . e OTO
Ac © Bannerjees, Bannerjee’s PF

Corg;
offy 1n,
o 1cersl haq o ag to the Service R :  the IC'5
OMotigng By Ppear ; ules, in those days = " peif
 Bang -

RIS alsOepanme“tal examinations folrnentﬂfl
The Gage @Ppeared in the first depar

eﬂecti
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|| hi

XA i et . o
t AMination of his life and securing good results, became eligible

0 . .
fobecome a First-class Magistrate. While Posford, even after trying

S:ch :times could not clear the same departmental examination.
ashamedsffss O'f an Indian like Bannerjee made Pésford fieel
of Sy, 1 - This progress of Bannerjee created a fear in the mind
BritiSh 3 and? the Chief administrator of Sylhet and his other
isrega:SOClate officals. As a result, Sutherland .wanted. to
ittomegs .Baf‘nerjee. Another reason that led to increasing
With 1o M his relation with Bannerjee was his personal enmity
Uistrig Officer, Anderson. With Anderson’s transfer to Sylhet
erl;n d“t.herland’s anti-Baneerjee feelings became acute.
latey (aftey did hot have a cordial relationship with Anderson apd
ho ya oming to Sylhet) struck up a friendship wah_ Bannerjee
establis},in 'S equal. Sutherland did not like a Brl.tlsh 9fﬁc§r
Se Orgt 2 80od relationship with an Indian. Having failed in
Sot togethes ko 'fake Anderson away Bannerjee, Sutherland ﬁnglly
]§~annerjee ' With Posford and hatched a conspiracy agalr-lst
hlsr“issed i €y found their opportunity to haYe Bannerj‘ee
gl negleCte;gvery ordinary case of boat theft, which Bannerjee
igu‘et is;ilcr;ddem was like this- Resident of Noakata village in
: bogt thefy , > ",lbanman by profession, Bisheshwar filed a case
Qt? l‘:t oug}glamSt his neighbour Yudhisthir, in the Sylhet District
™ being Ot?tl first t}.lis case was given to Posford, on tbe pretext
qat:]as Very usea"§> 1t was sent to the court of Bannerjee. Since
Cay for ¢ ear‘y With various works, Bannerjee cou.ld pot fix a
ligy " for the 4 g of this case. Moreover, he did not intimate the

nanf‘\bsconedizlay' Qn 31 December 1872, though the ‘Ferrari’
YudsjofyudhisihCZlmlnals List) that was published included the
there Sthiy Sl ', according to the legal system working then,

Wag ah 0t be counted as a ‘criminal on the run’ til]

Cary
8. Maybe due to the delay of the cases’ hearing

Th
® Gay
€A .
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anner®

I the future. In his own wordi’ plzpeﬂ he
said, <7 Signed the order.along with a heap OfOthedersfandt

attention ygg not drayy, 4, it, nor.did [ know it or un. very' busn

Sighificance of the orgey. 10 At that time due to, hlsle As Sood

schedule; he could pot concentrate on Yudhisthir’s ﬁ tﬁct founo

as Sutherland, the Chieg Administrator of Sylhet distn® e

se mot!
out aboyt the Ferrqy List, he sent a show-cau
nerjee. Thougy Sutherlang aq

otice

. 0’g TEP y,'tO
accepted Bannerjee 'ih"' Chlclaf
mself; he handed it over 1O 'to wide);l

Qistrict. The Chief Justice, in ?rde(r)t take ai:f
€ case, g inform the government did nice’s .ouch
elf an *Nt it to the Calcutta Chief Just i
The Chjep Justice op C

ber > 4
~meim s
aleutta Court get up a four

anneljee’s,cas
oifences i

nch ¢
€. This four-member P:dge 4t0‘be
e AMeTice and 3. of them were %sthir ik
Very Serioyg! Serious offenceg were- (1) Yudht ding™
Was inserteq 2 ; ithout sen g
Ferray; 115, against law witho
Ehony ) anne;
aboutYu 1 Sy

t
: did 10" iy
% lied 1o, the Bench that he to _pgrsol1 .
©35¢, (3) He went against the 1aWth 10000
18t] ir’ . ) a
Wovour, OB and oy vdhinthir's

)
) sllcces
Tobe Put ag toteinpage 3 :[++B annerjee-:is JCSe
Createq fear i, 'he»fhearts of the contemporary Br;lh o etle'r
in Nationaligt €20 and arrogance- e f ks
A 'thei“‘kindred Posford hag lost to Ban“el rovi® (e
u::;nerj 3 Promotigy, , few ICS officers of Benga t{‘e)d efo.ld
eadership to Sutherlan d; had even reques o

rs'®
o Y0 thatthe Brigigh JCS office
oM dept, exams.

4
T 1
“ Reﬂeetion on S.ocio-political Issues /

i Sement
Stnjg al

and
bhagy, "4 also apg

jee from Service. The job
Publisheq mentioned the cause of Bannerjee‘s
ut the Rs. 50 that was his due
for . “endyz, As soon ag Bannerjee got this new .
R On.on 10 prove and publicise his Innocence, and also in
o ion justi is object t fulfilleq
¥ Justice. But hig objective was no
ndon, he had to accept the order dismissing
0 FTVice (Issueq from Calcutta Viceroy’s Office) with
tha.ndsls.
Ma%istrms eiden of Bannerjee’s g
the& Wl In the

as monthly
s he set oyt

In the dlscussmns amon
3 f the educateq Indians, the Incident of boat
Qﬁ:lc'er’s di OF issue On that Pretext, a talenteq Indian ICS
el e al jn .
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€ posts. Tha.t 1S why HiS
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{ IQ}; ! Is now

torian R C
Anherjee g dismisseq Srom] CS
Cleyy, regardey as minoy offence of a fechnicq)
Qn The
8 thy
a“t%flmong the Plllarg p the anti-Britigh Movement iy, India
3 ég_gral)hy .. moy Tri i, Bipin Chandra Pal ip his
\ 3 b e
hkenﬁ;]ee S cagg w’"OWS f my life Nd times® o Written thay
qQ&Qribded gy lﬁf Quent]y ISCussed by hig father ang 1;
%’Tuptie: bealltifu.ni, 1 a Years olq then) Pal hag ev
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| had been ak , ted
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he conv’’
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t U
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100
ever ot
t ho (Vs
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monthly salary wag anly Rs
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e M ]
; British 0¥ eﬂ"’ef
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and wag Compelled tq Tesign from service. ndra (the 5 e pungeﬂ
It cannot p Tuled oy that Kailash Cl.la in order have o0
-a-nnerjee’s court) haq hot taken bribe dra might anﬂeﬂe o
Yudhishthj In the SaMe Way, Kailash Chanto teach B i’ rt i
bought by the British, officials, who wanied the Peshkq(l i Send
lesson apng Withoyg Bannerjee’s knowledge, e had sa! orst?
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My’attention Wwas Fawn to i t, nor did I kn
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aWay o him thi
\he Q ¥

5 the
teeped in
e : t was s ; i
e €I, no or';ive Bengali society Fha(i Bannerjee’s fa:r?uly.
dny xcor.lserva d caste, ostracise ily had to sacrifice
2y 0 nés of racleé‘;1 officer, his family
ev§%ing or belng an

ent JOb
for Bannerjee, his governm

at 1s why fo

T degy B

all‘“hatln

e

] oat-theft cas

the had to lose such a Job fo;: ;) /- at that time.

G ;Vagl r§bab1y “clmarethan evel;anﬁerjee took up

After hispdismissal from his Jop’ as established by

teach,ng 111 ¢ M li tan Instltute which w en he went to
I\ e )

Ishwar C anqeira ;‘;’iz (Bidyasagar). In bets; gal profession.

A“s“alia h an Oblective to take o thed decided to expose

‘Vever’ he “ame by Within a short time an

" th Cducateq Indian

rulerslg

0

i Ivities of the
i-India activi .
) e anti Inspired by
1 this regarg he is said to have been
X "
& & Nglish p
T

hilosopher Edmund Burke.
he g

Q
(th,
Qyjpe
th

A,
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diad®
he Inf .
interests of ¢~

He upheld strong arguments in the Interes

thetl
tich n 5
s e BriiS? g
He clearly saw the anti-Indian mentality Ofa;hwar, Spen(;’;in o
various activities like, the unne%?sary -Af'ghthe pame of e o
lion’s share of revenue collected in India glucﬁon of the T2
the Vernacular Press Act of Lord Lytton, re

o i)
15
dedicated D5 ity
age lmit for the Indian Civil Service, etc. He ;

de
- onalist ¥

o ationad
the interest of the people and tried to implant 1

ia
d

L 2% e

o he ﬁrs. f :

in the mind of the Indians. He established p fo

Whlc 1S i
RS s 18 . O
organisation called “Indian Association’, ﬂ;:roihgh his off
first time, anti-Brifigh advocacy was done. ised
1883 a huge National Conference was organi

egan 10 ¢ e
oe word, from Bannerjee’s time the middle clasi;; i . oin ©
the Indian society and this can be said to be
Indian Nationa] Congress. ICS exal“’na
The second Indian who had cleared the to beaf & g OF
with flying colours- § N Bannerjee- once had y

wef;
ritts® o
sh. In fact, in times even theﬁiy iﬂbﬂﬂ
compelleq 3CCept Bannerjee’s capacities and estoW ? oeon
him with the i), of Knight"1* This honour was b en the ‘ﬁar“ ;
by the Queey of Englang with her own hands. EV as 2 g
of Indian WIote Sy’ before Surendranath’s name uf 0_‘;9 i
Tespect. It waq as if by bestowing such honowas ;
Surendranagy Anerice, he British government

atone for digpy, SINg himy carlier from the ICS.
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CHAPTER 13

- THE STORY BEHIND
* DANDI YATRA

ot
(Cdy Atlsx:l:;:r Stagenda of the Civil Disobedience Mov?:thc
ffeedor;l t Satyagraha® bore a special significanc® »
mnCIusi::ugfgl © of India against the British. After the succeol of
Patrioti :01 the Salt Satyagraha, salt became the symP
: S‘m“aﬂy, ¢ Yaet::l}t and sacrifice in the lives of Indian Ni‘!“
While Dangio o the symbol of faith and €00P° g5
SEVere harg SYmbolised achievement of purpose 25

1
ork. 1t sev°
decades of inden. 08 10 be mentioned that even 3%,

con n\??;den.ce’ millions of Indian still (elivé
1 joy. The Mogt j andi Yarrg' o the national level 2 aftin
i Yoty lInpom"mfa‘:’there' that just by t we ¥ d

9, 90,000 Indiang! s that just > D=

& ong:

o e, it , *MIe World, which terrorised 1 t, 9°

Timg’ . as saj The § ' As a 1€8
Put Gangy;: U

?

jssv?

s G P States in their 1931 112 i
® Man of g, Yea ,2raph on the cover and prock
At firg; glan, ) jno’
Of the . ce, the D

. g 0
. and; like 2 V.2
D.“‘lysed % Chtire freeq i Satyagraha looks o

to “"Nl')ark‘ Ovement) Fhl chose Salt” to begi® 2

. he h On a ya trq wl “rthermore, was there reauy dr : Wh
i g ¢ Dang; per sa?huge number of associatesbe ’asked
W Views. ¢! These questions need 10

The Gz .
Jaze : p
Reﬂettion ° . / 120
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'O_ ol L

2 the T
€ lep; courted jail. Through? ™" (,did .~
Was puht: - Bltimacy m>

E .p“bhclled to of the non-violent n‘lOVement riﬂsb'

m moy, it nee® il -
Why Gan, tment. However, ¢ civt

In 1929, the Lahore Session had announced Purna Swaraj
hag be:: ind:cpendence) and to fight against the British rule, it
decided to launch the Civil Disobedience Movement.
:t ththe .t0.p~ Congress leaders expressed theitt own Opinic‘ms
"¢ Civil Disobedience Movement, no decision regarding
s:%:n:: of the movement was taken in that meeting. Nehru an.d
Dol Oposa} to establish a parallel National government in
Wiecteq b atel’s Proposal to break the Land R?venue-Laws were
g Y Gandhi. The reason behind this was probably,
The ¢ A1m and objective for Swaraj was different from others.
Wany, {h‘es.s Workers had to wait and watch as to what Gandhiji
s oy, . 2880da to be of the Civil Disobedience Movement. In
Py ::pa.red to say that 26 January 1930 be celebrated as
:%ssign “I-ISZJ day, (as had been decided in the Lahore Congress
i:w e R 'tirs}:h © _Chairmanship of ‘Nehm) he merely menthned
tdth‘.“' Matters o :ad committed gross injustice against the Indians
G:“_’rd Trwin salt. On that very day, in the letter he had written
s ing 0 notify about the Civil Disobedience Movement,
deﬁtt;ves Of:;porate‘i 11 demands explaining the aims and
forg; > in noefongress for wanting Swaraj. Among these 11
qhd' loths , Was the demand to revoke the unjust taxes on
f TCilitase :m d m 90-5 was the demand to remove the Salt tax
e"ﬂer t muSte ndian people to acquire the necessary saltm
 in thei‘ noted here that much before Gandhiji’s
Bage, ® form reedofn movement, there had b'een several
S 0, 1 g 201-British opinion in India with *Salt tax’
Agy: " Dang; S 44, the first revolt against Salt tax had started in
&altln’ 0 iggs “agraha took place nearly 100 years after that.
;ﬂ%t;x > M the first session of the Congress, the subject of

0 X
'%leel\ takenl;nd Place in the discussions and a resolution had
C the Sal © place demand

t before the British government to
taxs

" - In the sessions in the following years, Dada
Q Gy
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‘ eflection on Socio-Political Issues / 121




Ay n) 2

G T

—

9IveECt

the
had brought e en
Bhai Naoroji and Gopal Krishna -GOkt};;leSwa Jeshi Move:lan
subject of Salt several times. During village t0 villag o
) h Bannerjee had gone frorr} | and Clofhﬂ_ i
" le to boycott Salt from L1V§fp0° e andhijl
T e his days in South Aﬁlca:’s ° such thefe_wl
Maj“"hes‘er_' Dut?\z gS alt taxes in ‘Young India . e as that he 0¥
wnt;tne: angetrj)out Salt tax. Gandhiji’s speciahty.wlea dershiP wi )
:f:ir u;;g a huge strong mass movement undef. hljs_mg galtta*
Salt tax as the main topic. He was successful utlhat after the Fr
weapon against the British, Gandhi had 1eamt1t against SAIt
Revolution, there was a long history of revo

ke
: elled 10 1V i
Europe where the rulers had even been comp

h, {
‘octs. As SUC 0
Salt tax as a result of demand from the subjects

pa g\ ‘
in the SY™F
thought that the Indians would be able to ga:

Europe for the movement. He wanted to ac!
the “Salt Satyagrahq’.

4

electing y
There were several reasons behind Gandhﬂ:i:y to rem‘:id
subject of Salt tax.. First, salt is used by all; Seco ou; race® ost
the narrow mengay; that prevailed among the varl felt the meeﬂ
classes through the ‘salt movement’; Thirdly, t,le gap betwoﬂy
Important task was 10 close the gradually widemnge of aff“ 1y
the Hindus ang Muslimg by creating an atmospher that 5““
'yagraha. Gandhiji also kneW “.
lecturing about Sal

olﬂ !
10 )°" i
ses i
t tax and nspiring the r‘naS is ma”
movement will not fulfi] g aims and objectives:
and objective, wag 1

: . tin
0 build up a massive movemen
his wish was to ¢r

ot B o
veme™ - Lo
®ate an atmosphere for the MO
salt. He made o pl

eop'® " gt
an to march through the commonhgcle’ s t:‘lld
place where salt Was made without using any V€ o
through a dramat
¢ achieveq.

ass?
em
ic atmosphere, total support of th

. tef
. e
¢ law, in
He wanteq to say that breaking the Salt law,

2

112
" es

The Gaze ; o Reflection on Secio-Political Issu

of the masses, was a

great deed. Two days after deciding on the
Ndi Yotrq
Work

» e spoke thus in Sabarmati Ashram to the C ongress

€18, ‘Some of the great deeds in this worlc.z' haaf bcyn done by
w“"ﬂ'ng. For example, Moses had walked with his followers (o
¢finite Place (014 Testament); Jesus had also walked with his
:rdo T8 10 Jerusalem

; Basudev had walked to Nanda s place in
€r'to sqye Krishnq;
‘.Valked to the

Rama, carrying out his father diktat, had
fo”eSf; Gautam Buddha had walked out from home

" eare of enlightenment 6. Breaking the Salt law was also a
gf::: deed i the interests of the masses and as such
°\ Marching to fulfy it

he argued in
Of Ing

Ough the Congress Working Committee in its meeting,
Civiy Sn pary .1930 had given Gandhi the complete charge 9f the
disc\gs lso_bed‘ence Movement and its agend.a, Gandhi did not
Q““g‘ess S Plan to preqy the Salt law till mxd-Fepmary» to any
Kiﬂyanji gd’mker- Gandhifi discussed with his childhood frieng
Mﬁvemg thta? efore decid'mg to begin the Civil
hadbro R breakmg of the Salt law.
IQQat p_osed bre 1
td




sever®

the coastal area, where it was in force, would lead to any

punishment, _ otal of
From 2 Janwary (1930) ill 16® February, after @

e first
46 days,at 11.00 a.m, in Sabarmati Ashram, Gandhiji, for 2

time Jic his
Disobedience Movement®. On the same day he made pl::bl\l'lal'c
plan to begin his march from Sabarmati Ashram on 12 gress
and reach Dandj o o April. He appealed to all the €7
workers to help for the Success of his plan. te of
T8 Congress Workers were selected from every S .
India to tale Part in the p,

s
of 78 . . 4 Musllm
Christiang, 9 1. "'Prised of 12 Ladies, 2

. . class
( . WEr class (caste) Hindus and 17 Highe
\castC) Hlndu representaIiVng

Were Mmade

her
- Abbas Tyabji and Saroji™!

the male ang femal,
was made gr

. av A
€ group leaders respcct}V.eI:'d, ander
1 Gy Oup leader 5o that, in case Gandhiji was jail ! 0
before hyg ¢ the program should fail. Gandhi had am;mll L
T 2 that he woulg regqe with a Muslim £
Gay pﬁd‘ﬁtv;as y dlplomatic MOVe to win over the Musim®: £r0%s
Lord Tryin o fatrg, Gandhiji wrote a letter to the v‘lcf e
Yatre, Gangpi < e describeq e aims and objectives ° ered
through gy B ji fiehberately sent this lett er 1o be hand-deh:g
d t . ed’» Re&hald Reynolds to Irwln ¢ was
e Brltlso put across the message that his ﬁg:lu .. In
S matter Reo; Rpeople ut only against the Bl’itlsh onted
Gangp; 5 uszy:;ﬂds> the letter carrier had corf;zlﬁw h at
me . . sho ,
ttey of In di was Symbolic—it was to

inciple* .
lan VErsus British, but Of prin p
a:n 2" March 5 § 00 gm from Saip i}
e SOClates till reqp: i on 6" i
15 conggyg > 192 025 g . *e2ching Dandi on ot 6
Clugiqn - ¥S. Right from its commence! ers
Uherable ¢,

b
Ngress workers plus huge nur®
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: civil CE
announced his Dagpgi Yatra’ decision to begin the '

! common people voluntarily joined and marched al?:lfk;:smi:
Yatrg, Following Gandhiji’s directions, the Congr::alss ;; 40 pufalic
e3¢ 25 days, organised (as per convenience) a to e
o ngs!, and in cach meeting 4:1° > 1311? 1§Z-Ofi:ceg for Indians
Meetings Gandhi described salt as ‘
\ als:e:ngx’iamed the importance of breaking the Salt la\;encllr t::
®5t of the Indians Through his bold speech whered o
the Ples ang Proverbs from the Gita and the Quran, hea :esl‘:gious
WOrict of breaking the Salt law by the C?n%isj:r:i and Hindi.
Som. He Yasically delivered his speeches 10
© of the excerpts are given here: < there a law like
the o, JPeech no.1: “Nowhere in the world is there & law. a
Salt Jqy, If there is such a law then it is a demonic \ ’
Claw. Ty pe loyal to the government which implements suc

¢ arma but Y refore it is your religious
A tl adharma the efo e it 1S Yy g

0

Qctio

tap;

"0k the salt law....God is sure to be pleased with your
. asnd You will attain salvation ™.

It.
®ech no.2: In this struggle do not be uﬁt,rue to sa
" be removed only if you are true to sal.t ] -
of thye Speech 10.3: ‘Do not think that Swaraj exists ma. .:m :
; -requisites o
qu"aj 4 And pr ohibition is only one of the pre-req

S"Vara- © boldly Stated that though salt and threa§ cannot bring

Sor, tean Contribute immensely to the national mdependénce.
‘hﬁly : 0, is SPeeches he equated Swargj to ‘God’, Dandi to a
ey ¢ and

) € yatra as a ‘pilgrimage’ and the confluence of
So be a great and pious deed.
Pilgy,, “Peech pg 4. ‘The immediate destination of our
"dep,, 8¢ is Dapg; but the real destination is the Goddess of
Pehdenc e s
| pa‘ﬁcip::: Said that in this pious work everyone will have tq
but for that there are two conditions-—First, to wear
The
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. wome
¢ Indiad o
Khadi and two, to give up Alcohol. He co.mpare('i\:iﬁon 0 No
with Draupadi and Sita and praised their contrl
Cooperation movement.

Speechno.5: *.....in the non-vio

will 5%
pigs?'

’
lent strugglefo

: ur chil
women’s share is larger and in the future O

a
. ade
ster m

that in this struggle my mother, my S1
contribution'®’.

‘ ie
str\lgg
; ﬁeedom
6th April 1930 is a memorable day in the =7~

of India. At 9.15 am on that day, Gandhiji 1an

: &
estlng &
factory’ at Dandi with his entourage and prot .
British monopoly of salt production took up 2

Tequested everyone else to do the same.

di Y.
. e Da’/z . uoﬂ
Just after the successful completion of tht asthe Slwa\@ 259
Gandhiji and all his fellow yatris were arrested, bW ’ o 1©
gradually heated up, the government was comp

1led Ramsaﬁ’
: . inisters
Gandhi. As per the orders of British Prime M;n c discus®
Macdonald, Viceroy Trwin invited Gandht 10
bas

1095

e 161‘&

. Al DiSO ‘ h@ﬂ

1cally aimed gt coaxing him to abandon the Cl?l;n >

Movement. In the first discussion between Gandh
of

\
smd” " et
the latter offereq him a cup of tea, Gandhi took Out_ ach in W°
Dfohibited salt from his packet and added 2 P dhi o
making sure that Yrwin saw this'?. Through this G2
the entire British

n €2
- S “Bosto

it Nationality of the famous
The British Tegime had 1 g

of In uffer 1 i theAmel' 1b
hum\\latlon m
dep@nden(;

. C cul

: . rule &
Ume before their autocratic T di yat'® " of
tural aspect spread through the D" erup
Mportange. The salt Satyagraha saw 2\‘:‘6 in
Ong { : . Su :
umber of Patrj g.‘ he Tndian people and this 1€

i
<Datt
1OUC songs These songs were called D
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‘a a feSp sa‘t :
© and Gandhiji reminded Irwin,
fact. g :

‘fr, these songs gained great popularity in the entire Northern
M were algg translated into other languages. In the backdrop
i Dangi Yatra emerged ‘Dandi Raas Nritya™ and “Ballabh
Wity Tnn

ey, Umerable people had taken part in these danc'cs as.
wasmoved along with the main group to Dandi. “Ballabh Nritya

o Mafter Sardar Ballabh Bhai Patel, the leader of the masses
%m\e;fdar Ballabh Bhaj Patel was working in Taliya, Gujrat in
T D N with the Dand; Yatra, when he was arrested by Police.
thej, anf' i leaming this, gathered in Taliya and expressed
Yanggre “Rovernmeny, fe

: Later '(h‘s d&nce

<

elings through slogans and a patriotic
was named ‘Ballabh Nritya'.
Gandhi haq described the Salt Satvagraha as
Sligioy v:‘: 1: reality, this work was above ‘re\"\giion‘~ per
g :\ed With, re\ir‘ he was referring to only the \otjty principles
By, Rarg it beci‘on and not to any specific religious view. In
the, it‘ (ong ot mes §1ear frgm the autobiography of Lalaj
' coul;n ~n Dandi Satyagrahi) who wrote, ‘... ..So

W“Stg For the Q‘T\Inmi “S:d\aS publ?city around the world!®"
Sl ta: SOODtEaihtehaxm of the Salt Satyagrahq
g PIORTAM o 50y, gy 2 S at cheaper
A0S, by It coulq atyagraha was deg

1igned to
DOt attract Cveryone. GG
e Hi

andhi hag




ped
. an wo
d the Int
Khadi and two, to give up Alcohol. He comp'clf;3
’ ] ir con
with Draupadi and Sita and praised their ¢

on”
ribution t©

ard):

rSW

Cooperation movement. . - ggle fo 118 ay

Speechno.5: ‘.....in the non-violen children
IS o

women’s share is larger and in the future O

. gel
e a big®
. ma
sister
that in this struggle my mother, my
contribution'®’,

1e
' ugd
m st
. ﬁ-eedo
6th April 1930 is 2 memorable day in the I~

the
1m
of India. At 9.15 am on that day, Gandhijt

ns
. aga
otesting

factory” at Dandi with his entourage and pr , fistful ©
British monopoly of salt production took up
requested everyone else to do the same.

v
ndi Y
: the Dar™
Just after the successful completion ;’ fbut as the st
Gandhiji and all his felly yatris were arrested, pelle
gradually heated up, the government was €O

Raﬁ‘
: iniste’>
Gandhi, As per the orders of British Prime M
M

. S
NPT
for
acdonald, Viceroy Trwin invited Ga“dhlc.wi DisO
basically aimed at coaxing him to abandon the ¥ and1
Movement. Inthe first discussion between Gandh
the latter offered

smd >
Im a cup of tea, Gandhi took outi:ch in
of prohibiteq salt from hig packet and added,a P dhi S
i Irwin saw thig!?. Through thl‘S Gatx(l)n e P
sh Nationality of the famous ‘BOS Ameﬁcap sibla
¢ British Tegime hag t0 suffer humiliation in the
Independence

and Gandhiji reminded Irwin,
act,

making sure that

of

nd"’d'
§ ) tic TU <]
Short time before their autocra
¢
m

e
. Yatr a of
culs he Dan 1
- hural agpecy spread through t
Porty;
am

an &P
NCe. The salt Satyagraha saW \te i 2
& the Tndiay people and this rest .
Wity

i
<Dan
SOngs. These songs were called D
The Gage

6
12

. 5 s

* A Reflection on Socio-Political 1ssU€

‘ Wiy
' dz\l\ce\g 'O

a [eSp Sa\t ;

S, these songs gained great popularity n the cnu;c\ ;‘O:\\:; 1 )n}
\“‘Y‘a&ndwme also translated into other languages. X?x the fk, ' }}}
e Dang; yatra emerged ‘Dandi Raas Nritya and 'BU ab ?‘
Nﬁtyq,‘ Umerable people had taken part in these dances as
‘hwmo it ' Dandi. "Ballabh Nritva®
Vg o Along with the main group to Da e e Foms o
S s:d After Sardar Ballabh Bhai Patel., Q\e \.caTcr\. s
Yy :(\ar §a\\abh Bhai Patel was working in Ta \§7 d~ b B,
Thg De: ‘;W“h the Dandi Yatra, when he was arrested by .
they, N P, on 1

aming this, gathered in Taliya and expressed
Verment f
" At ty;

celings through slogans and a patriotic
's dance was named ‘Ballabh Nritya'.

g Sugh Gandh; had described the Salr Sa tvagraha as

Se_hy‘ \'NOI % ut i

Rlig; o
%%Wed g‘W?“S Work® he Was referring to only the lofty principles
“\:‘S Rarg t\t\ *eligion ang Ot 1o any specific religious view. In
B\ N
t::‘har (ong Gfbt;comes clear from the autobiography of Lalaji
it ('eligioh) * 18 main Dandi Satyagrahi) who wrote, ... So
Could p
‘Nas . FQl‘ the &

€ used gg publicity around the world!®".
O People the aim of the Sqir Satyagrahq

Ty, ® Salt tay g th ; i

tQ“Q\\ a\\m‘gh e o A they may avaj) salt at cheaper

Vo g it coug alt Satyagrahq Was designeq tq

b con e Ot attract Cveryone. Gandhy had

ha, 1y the Hingyg and Muyg);
. o ¢ hagq . _ ms

through the

reality, this work was above “religion” per




uo uojIdPA v :9zep ayl

|eag1!I°d‘°!‘°°s

A et

.d ‘onsStpL T ub S861

<gpmoy§ UoOTV B S
-1omueld 9!1n0‘ ) quremys] ‘2L 1PUEd oz
yore S1-1 , 09°d TL61 reso( [ gy
LTd P 4,
7d (5661 ATEML gz Teroads Leq
. - cenyons <casSON oY} SonON IDYA |,
orjqnday) weans wey 4L % i
| o o1d prar g,
crdpar
pur ¢
¢ vd U0 7
-sonpd ‘(PWTH) PRI
op-deeN HueATE Ip o gy
‘ ‘ pubq
. A cmsga I?IUVM‘ISI p,ap/[ ol
et Z'Ls6zl'3 (s661 Arenuef 8TTEI0NS Aeq
cqong ‘SISSOPN Y1 SION UM ¢
orqndoy) ureans we]N UL ‘enmong oy
Ledpr,

egégdd Ted TeusAL MPUPD I W s

p.lq[s

bl d -10A “Upssy fo Cwossy pontod ,

d “euwreg [ 104 ‘wopaoid 40f A1BENLS UDIPU ¢
" L0z 7161 meqemny ‘DI ADULLDS DUSILY

711%™ I1€9I0d-010s uo Uonaays
8 | :

UIDIN 2 :‘ZZd ‘(966[ Altanu.e .
add) upali§ L 4L “eimgong ‘sassy 4 ®1adg (e
” ooy, a
Mty
I oot A0 SEA 1t oy g e sy,
g0 ool 1opedl © UOYM IorjIe) iy M 15 m —

ol 7 ssouIsnEl-SUReIg oy g
eﬂ)“(lﬂgqum ({wd ® 1IN0 paxreys os[e gq’ ‘og P Ing
gl s 3O 95180 O SeM rewggyy e o
P2 s oH. ¢A4unoo ano y, POoj .

ot ’fa 7 £18un JO SAPT 341 0] apn,.

31{:( Il!/ﬂ d-m!q .lo/asn A‘unfo aq 1 1 0l
i

1 o » ouy
4 ; _flas,mozf s pup uos“adssa;;? op o1 Su!uubld ajnu:éz
/"‘; oyl 12qUIdUdY ‘S Passaidyy 5 qub“amOdaq, fo
”ﬂs/(eh\ 2ATIORINE UM peaye py Aow | 'u ‘I‘l?rqw D
Joeul gur 1oy3es8 JO 1saI9ur o ‘Siuamgg u°md!°!ue_d
ssnsn o SuTHOPUEQY " BUIAY] ofdung - Aou 3o reuno
’:doo R eqcll 3O SUEY 3 12y o xy ‘§9s$;m’ STy
e AqTe102ds YoTyM “A8ojoopt pyp eIpuy oy
pbrunt s HfilgpueD OS[e 10q (Juswasgy, 'a" 'm:!‘;;&l!l?uosxsd
Y st 121p) T[e PUE 900 £Q panyhy, St Yo 1;’:‘1:8 sem
¢ e Aquo 10U SEM ST} I0J uoses; . qsma 3;{1 mﬁ:ﬂﬂ%
 Suruoeme SSUUL B POIRAID ey oy g, iog oy A
pappk 1puPd PUOO3S STB30 Aissaoay oy poy

sso1fu0)) AUEUI TOMH a2 dfire] ¢ o nam!tr::ap:sq;?l%
2oua[jo0%2 S1B WAOP BN0IA AITEN2e g 1pung pum?srﬁ
P Ste1ge[R0 0y SBAA
S, ‘simoy g¢
3003 9y sum swy .
0zl €61 ‘qomw 411 U0

g 161 YT wb 30 198d WAL mypiregy
7 _—JudIPIP S[WI © SeM oA smy 3o 2An%0fgo
x;ull!“‘ rpue(] Ul SUOTE PIALLIE PUrE S[0MoA [ews ¢
.t; o 1uod PUOJ3s B MO 300} Iypuer) ¢




~ 80’s of the 19

CHAPTER 14

U e COMMUNIST AND
1T INDIA MOVEMENT OF 1942

Born unde :
t.the patronage. of the liberal British rule i the

-Céntu .
developed a close .rela:iy 0 Indian National Congress )

Indians. Lae onship with only a handful of educ?

Theh*%ﬂs :

1Q. of ‘] l . 3

Tmany ang Russjy st Communism’ which was prought
ade 10 India by Manabendra Ro%> =

b

.The

N , Progres;

Y:Isuf M . hyuf.::tl\;e Indian leaders like AC

Socialis,:?et Al ete. iy :’r than, Minu Masani, Ashok Mﬁht;’l
0’ and anteq ‘

of the cong,:s:"l"y(wu) iy gfrcepgth the model fst f:;‘dd
For all. ough the ‘Sociat

IN the .

iy 2 3 Plto g 1Pird by th three idecloB'” e

de ﬁnite: aim {, d%l: Creati.ng the feelings of ity iP versity

of diﬂ'e;:to?an Casy: : zn independent India. Though it Waiz

Succeed 'Joolog " the Nationa) Congress to keeP P«d

Cooperaﬁ-throu Bether t fight against the British: it &

Salt law ag the ﬁrstn:ntv 1921) a;dn't';l’vement (1f93:): e

r e of break”
08t ot pedines N

The Ga,
ze:ﬂha»
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7 Wasan event of spesial impo

 Dangey, ‘Lenin and Gandhi
section of highly

pary? |

" Huxley from England’
" Means”™ glo‘n"ifjfing‘"(;‘ralﬂdh‘f

' TheGaze:A Reflection 0

- (1930) in spreading a strong anti-British feeling among the Indians.

The Communists, keeping intact their ideology, had-paticipated:
equally with e Congress and the Socialists, till- 1943 -utider thie-
banier of the Congress. But on 8" August 1942 in‘the Cong#ess:
Session'in Bombay (Mumbai) under the Presidentship-of :Abul-
Kalam Azad, they vehemently opposed the Quif Tridia resslation

and took the decision not t0 Pafﬁ"ipate mthlsmovement’f The
Communist not participating in the famous ‘Quitt .Iﬁdi%M&;, E"‘m 1 w
rtance in the liiswrybf‘lndfa?s freedom

struggle. For this, many had labelled the Communt T ‘stsas‘tlﬁltar’
to the nation. This topic has been-discussed:here in‘the baokirop
of internatioral events and the anﬁ-Bﬁﬁshfsﬁugglénatzthwm:
At the time when the i British froedont strugglowas*
leadership of Mahﬂmiﬁﬂmdﬁﬁand

going on in India under the . .
the Indian masses Were considering going-t0 jail: for: thétr mon®
violent movement as & pious ach, & book writton by Sripad A
 pecame especially popular among 3
oducated Indians inflisencsd by the Cortmatist-
ideology?. In this book Dangey had SWP‘Y“’MM‘?”“?“.S
“path of non-violence’ and stated it t0€'3 ﬁiﬁlé’a“d‘“‘?f’“,e“f
means for gaining independence: This bookilod toafhmge l;ﬂe:
carlier attitude of the Communiist towar'ds;' Gfmdm,s ‘riony7o
path’ and also created many mue
time, when, to counter Dangey s °ﬁﬁ&smfbf‘ﬁ "
S hnzﬂﬁgéﬁ"ﬁ”“WO B
o meanss 1.6 OV )
Co:nmwﬁsté‘lwiﬂg-m ondon-brisded

independence, the:IAdian o ctod g

e el oo PO

this and to-oppose Hiixley though 108 wiote BITET

in severalpatts anddim&ﬁte@mmmmgwm orarsists At

Thisse books attracted the 1ndisas 107 ods o COM ond
. .,.mmgadertﬁngq;nmli

that very tifme; a young Tndisn Cormmt
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| ounced” vig)

ta i his book “Jndia Today- derogated Gandhi 25

the ‘Joneh’* : '
. Thoughthe n'::l‘:Stf had harmed them much more.
hﬂge ‘popularit througl;‘{wlem movement of Gandhi had gained
section of: the_young CO 1 1ts pubhc1ty and became widespfead a
TR ngress workers could not grasp its essence:

While the Cq,
ngress
non-violence, cértainwgr‘kers were hanging between violence 27

dete OHn;numSt leaders like S.G Sardesai, 2/
ed themselves;as, en Mukherjee and Dinkar Mehta®, ¢
f young Congress vy Congress men, and siding with @ 51"
:ﬂOVemem;; AGGOrdi:lvgo ‘;koers, flouted non-violence to carry o ©*°
o, “"’e“beingCongr:m"'ces’ in Bengal and Punjab, 2%
’ violent Ssmen carried on the movement o™
cans. In the same way, the Socialists who

mg tg.- )
the Olq Testa . crin0
Ament, ‘joneh’ means m!?

becanse 1. P'¢ did

Gan:ll]s; l"e Was selfish 10t have any good feelings for B'

‘benefit;, Joneh’ hag p, Wtta’s derogatory comment Of callin®

g them,) armed the Communists much more
Event.hough‘

activitieg of the C r @ssi"e

Gandhi
‘Congresg® 1. . rrmuni w very well about the 288
" Congre, s he ignoreq Sts leaders who labelled themselV®® 2
: ideolog;sa:ig Cther. Gandlnth;;nd in the interests of keepiﬂglj;?;
; durj . 1ad 3 lib :
*In the Ting thejy 1 v - o CTAl VIEW about CO
Meery; AT peril ’
Pprofile ¢ urders o
neet t Co:lm ist lead:fslzvm January 1929, when sevel< eﬂ". 10
Simijgry, Dl but g o Jaled, Gandhi not only ¥° 4.
*Comm, i-rl)f"Galldhi -;s O tumed up in Court to get them ,eleasf’:e
“priSing . :evoluﬁon:i?auy tried for the release 0 tb‘qal
Db m'0~st,s..w}l0 were jailed during Bfgi(),
Sl Important incid hen, |
TheGa P . Cll entwaSW ?
2e:A e,
ef) R :
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, had even gone ahead to helP .

m -

" ‘4 Congress Session was called

A
;‘

e R_us_sia, ‘they called it “Peoples War’).
Congress was in a fix when J

" Bose created the ‘Azad Hind
~i.,. ..India with assistance from the Japan
. time, one faction of the Congress cons

while travelling to Ramgarh (Bihar) Congress Session, Gandhi,

Tl 1(121 order tf)hfocus on Communist interests arrived with a dudharxa
ommunist leader for ‘the subject selection meeting” in his car'®.

Even before the Quit India Movement, the Communists

?f In.dia had displayed their sympathies with the anti-British
fascists’. But the situation saw a sudden change when on 2 June
1941 Germany attacked Russia. Without waiting for the Congress,
the Communists of India themselves described this attack on
Russia by Germany as ‘cruel and barbarous™"!. (In the interests of
On the other hand, the
apan took part in the war and ohased

out the British from Singapore and Burma. In such a situation,
eliver speeches against

there was no alternative for Nehru, but to d

the fascist in various parts of the country, in the interests of India.

But in the midst of this anti-fascist campaign of Nehru, difference
le. Subhas Chandra

of opinion within the Congress became visib
Fauj’ which was marching towards

ese army and at the same

India with the bgst opportunity

of the World War would provide
to achieve independence. In the Congress working committee
meeting on 17* November 1941, there was a discussion on India
demanding freedom by taking advantage of the war

ded, the British

situation!?.Even before the meeting conclu ‘
discussion and pubhshed it

government came to Kknow about this :
in the newspapers. Under such circumstances to discuss all aspects
gt August 1941 in Bombay. It

the

on
position of

was in this session, against vehement OPPO: it
Communists, the famous Quit India Movement against the

was anno ' .
unced unists in

Though the participation' of mmniss o
Bombay Congress Session was limited, their representat've.s. \
33
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:dered that the atmosphere




did participate, very expertly delivered speeches in the interests
‘:}fthe Commmsts. In the interests of Russia, they proposed t.hat
e Congress, instead of taking up the Quit India program 38%

the British, should try to establish good relations with the Mush™”
ortanc®

1;%;:;: ;tlsccomm“ Proposal did not find much imp.
resolution ongress representatives— instead, the Quit 5
£ 1 Was finally passed. In his specch after the resolt
propzzsle% Ganfihi‘ acknowledged the Communist- fQTWar
Communist 3’ .H'lndu-Musli'm harmony and de'scrl i
ity €cision to stay away from the Quit India MO i
g € mFerest of Russia as a clash of ideology petwe
ommunist & Congress, He said, ‘Learn not 1o Jose COUT
isieire hopeless minority and laughed at."“. sorib®
During the 2nd World War,-the Communis artiﬁcial

the war of England-France against Germany-1taly 2 W
; g Wa

war. They also mocked England as engaging arh ¢
ambitious scheme of imperialism. In the 1940 ahi NE o
Session, their Slogan was “Ye ladai Samrajy® }'zthef b nz;d i
Na ek bhai” }5(This is a war of imperialist: ° gis?
brothers will benefit a penny from it and SO e
take part in it). '
But, when on 1* June 1941 Hitlef
did a volte face and said, “war of the Comm®” "~ | e
liberation of mankind. They felt that taking pa¥ g
Movement against the British, while staying in tb° gl " b8
arpount to an act against Russia. In this matt” 1 :
with direct assistance from England, Russi >
the German invasion.
Prior to the Bombay Congress
I.lumber of Communist leaders were arrestee o4 1" W’oﬂ
in the ‘Deoli Detention Camp’, it was pe
Communists were abandoning thoughts ©

the

. («
anad 291 6,\Va'
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opposed this'” and gave a clarification at that time, that their first
priority was to save Russia. This clarification was not only
approved by the Communist Politburo leaders in Deoli Detention
Camp, in addition a statement as to why it was important to think
about Russia was attached with it and sent to the press for
cireulation. At that time, a call from Harry Pollit, the British
Communist leader to all the Communists of the world to stand
with Russia strengthened the stand of the Indian Communists.
Realising the importance of the situation, the ‘All India Students
Federation® guided by Communist ideology organised a meeting
in Patna'8 (21 September1942) and through the students tried to
spread the propaganda that Russia was more important at that
time then the Quit India Movement. The division between the
Congress and the Communist was gradually becoming wider and
the Congress now had to give importance to the activities of the
Communists.

Not satisfied with staying away from the Quit India
Movement themselves, the Communists called upon the masses
to abstain from participating in it. They organised anti-movement
Meetings in various places and tried to keep the cloth mills,
factories, industries as well as markets away from the grip of the
movement, However, on account of the very strong atmosphere
of the Quit India Movement, they did not get much support. When
M.K. Gandhi came out of jail in 1944, a large number of

Communist leaders under the leadership of Mohan
with an appeal to diffuse the

K .
Umarmangalam went to meet him
workers on account of

anger that was built amidst the Congress
}t_he Communists not participating in the Quit India Movement.
E;:y were charmed by the solace extended by Gandhi. Many of
group. even expressed their wish to return to the side of
Ongress.! Mention must be made that Kumarmangalam
abandoned Communist ideology then itself-and. came to the
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Congress. During Indira Gandhi’s Prime Ministership (19* Mar °;
1971 - 18" January 1977) he even took the post of a Cabin
Minister®,

After the Quit India Movement, the conflict between the
Congress and Communist increased day by day. Particularly when
towards the end of 1945 most of the jailed Congress leaders cam®

out, the conflicts resulted in enmity. Incidents like publicly
attacking Communist Jeaq y becor
frequent. On 17% Decemper 1946, the Communists were boycot

from the National Congress and op o October 1948, the Socialist®

‘voluntarily left the Congress, This was clear proof that there v
ne need of “‘Nop-C 5 in the Congress.

Onhgressi

. Quit India Movemen; of 1942 can be described a5 'thi
final phase of the . freedom struggle. The bold slogan °k
‘Do or Die’ thyt rendered through the skies and air of India sh°
the.:British rulers, In thi
sagsﬁqd by Protesting thig strong national movement, but 3%50
co'-f‘ed the 2nq World War 3 2 “War for the Masses” and
_1':hell' best to help the war efforts. This unimaginable chang® -y
ideology of the Indign Commupigt astonished the country™*™”
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CHAPTER 15

FLOWERS OF DEBOKANTI;{S
POETRY & A MISTAKE O
‘GAUHATI UNIVERSITY

. Serving
Tt-has been seen that many Universities honour de

o bean
the Honourable Doctorate degree. This has been thought to'!

iversity, th
that can be exercised by any Unive i
highest institution

. ouncl
i the academic world. The Academic C
‘of Gauhati Univer

i praisewo
sity lis learnt to have taken such a prai
decision to confer the

ry
ee V€
Doctorate Honour upon thr
special,talenteq Personalities.

. [
0 got the OPportunity to represent .
United nationg

b G,zulhatl
ebakanta-Barua, was. chosen DY
e

s Along
niver ITing the Prestigious Doctorate Degr® .C et
with him, the tyy,, other persong chosen for this honour Wer™
a person who founq

€5 ¢
wRe acceptance among the ASSameSe. masfsreedom
pational leader (op the Assamese), 5 pure Gandhia, ®*= .
figher,the 2oy pe '

: tister of Assam-— Bishnuram 5
<the Cminent Agg

o ASS
interests i Tont of the C e
entral 0t 400
none othey o

e
< ol ehru, ang elled t0 le.ave U
C.hle.f Ministe,>g chair tq e seizzlgs t::SGZ(\)/«I:rPf)IOr omel I::‘:he
Similarly, the third Person waé the man th had supervis 8k of
Research work, ¢ SSamese; 11 Formatioﬁ and D evelopm_e ;
the world famoyg Pangjy .

plish

Assam, pr g Kakoty that had est?

‘ 1138
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D

‘Barua were esta

V 9

Assamese language in the world platform—-Dr. Suniti Kumar
Chwapfhglz be mentioned that initially in the meeting Ofi;
Academic Council of Gauhati University, only the name o
Debakanta Barua had been presented. This was done by Dr.
Bhagawan Lahkar, the then Principal of Gu ,
'Coil__ege and Dr. Malhotra by referring to Debakanta- Barua.s
literary talents Though almost all members of the Academic
ouncil of Gauhat; University had consented to their proposal,
er discussions; it wag decided to honour Bishnuram Medhj an.d
L. Suniti Kumar Chattapodhyay also along ‘with Barua. This
decision diq not lead to any kind of controversy because both the
Other Personalities chosen for the honour along with Debakanta
blished stalwarts in their respective fields.
This proposal of the Academic Council of Gauhati
Univerg

ity to honour the three Personalities was thereafter
APproveq by Gauhati U

niversity under Chairmanship of the the.n
vice Chancellor, Dr. Hiten Barua ‘The decision of the Academic
l June 1976, was decided to be implemented

wahati Commerce

IS Dews, Published from the University was of special
S'lgl?lf_‘lcance for the intellectua] society and everyone hailed this
CCision of the University.
" :Unfortunately, on ]9tk
0l.mc1l Meeting of Gauhatj-
d,eCISi()n,

i ‘O honoyr the three e
‘yStery bel

February 1979, an Academic
University cancelled its earlier
minent personalities®>. What was the

ind Cancelling 5 unanimous decision after 2 years, 8
thlsn S an s days?! What was the reason behind the drama of
. fancelat

ive n? The answers to these questions have never been
10 the People of Assam b Gauhati University till today.

ass0g;., P> It remaing unanswered as to why the intellectualls
Hlated With Gauhatj University—the highest -academic
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isi ee eminent
institution of Assam cancelled a decision to honour thr

i iliati ese learned
personalities without any logic, thus humiliating th
doyens!

A part from of the new proposal accepted in the l?;(sza:aeﬂrrill;
Council meeting of 19* February 1979 that cj,a_ncelled 1 il
ou'n'm t thus “.....of the three personalities Dr. Chatter].e
(ilzizcslil;znc:v §:ceased. in the changed circumstances. after adolpt;ot:l)
of this resolution by the Academic Council, the tss‘ue has le P
sufficient controversy for which it will be appr.oprzate to revi ;
the decision, resolved that the earlier decision to confe:dt e
degree.....persons noted above be made imperative....™. A
decision can always be revoked or cancelled with proper logic
and justification, but what came to light at that time was definitely

not based on any such logic. Moreover, the most important point
was the justification forwarded for the

cancellation was not
acceptable equally or all the three personalities! The real cause

for this cancellation was not revealed by the Gauhati University
and they were beating around the bush

- This in fact, can be said to
ge of the institution. In reality,
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Of course, political change did happen at that time—
however it cannot be accepted that this could |
Inthe a¢

cad to any changes
ademic and intellectya] atmosphere. In the political arena,
the ‘Emergency’ had come
State (A

of the decision to confer
side i Otcltorate degree on the said personalities Leaving
. > 1€ O Cr
fhterature two persons had been

otherland, his love for
s o €, In thig context), hig dedication and
oup g g I_VY Ich had beey considered beyond the narrow
Neeg iy stgto es— that his name haq been chosen It hardly
the o, ¢d that the decision Cancelling the conferment of
Pact wh “ 8ree upop the three €minent Personalitieg had no
Umg Ver on thejr respective achievementg Dr. Sunitj
gatriotls : P dhyay’s scholarly acumen did not pale, Medhi’g
theba'k By nOE Wf:lne and neither diq jt make any difference to
Kat iy : s 11t§rary Contributions. It needs to be mentioneq
Umg, IVersity haq Sent a letters Personally to D
L ot padh . Y 10 Dr. Sunijy;
) ey Dog y 1nform1ng him aboyt the decision of
Year .. fate degree. Dr. Chotto adh
Schol ds Monghy o padhyay eXxpired Cxactly
humi:.lr’ insteq o T this letter haq been sent This €Mingnt
hand iag; N hey ] :lng honourcd, left this world with utter
e Whey, the cadn M by the Gauhat; University On the othe
 sioy an emic Coypgj took its seconq
d bed~ridd e sl Med
€n 90-years old man Hi
The



ed to his
jversi ave add

this insult from Gauhati University must I

apart, this 10SU

mental miseries’.

+qo of
ting ©
: rst mee
It needs to be mentioned that when, 10 thi f::  foring & .
he Academic Council, it was discussed abou i
the

il
there was
Doctorate degree on Debakanta Barua, though

ent O
Departm
opposition from Dr. Hariprasanna Das, Professor,

-votish
incipal, Pragl¥®
Geography and Sri Tirthanath Sarma, an‘:lpa‘us1y7 Gimil atlys
College, finally the proposal was accepted unanimo

fulla
: : mber> Pra
in the meeting of the Executive Council, speClE%1 methe 2ppr0 PARY
Dutta Goswami had vehemently protested agallnst estoh onot’
. the proposal®. His argument was ‘If the University wis

son

d per

. ncerne

a politician for his literary creations, then the cO
should retire from active politics’

ly, b@
this argument, actual e}’ment.
. i jvated s
no logic at all. It seemed like an emotionally motiva

o enjoy
Gauhati University (during the Emergency) had wanteddtas such,
the blessings of the ‘powerful hero’ Debakanta Barua 22 o cryst?
he had been chosen for the Doctorate honour. This becament Cam,e
clear in the subsequent times, When the Janata Gover?n;weﬂ@s? )
to power in the Centre, the ‘powerful hero’ becare P clittle
and Gauhati University now felt no hesitation at all 10 b wels the
and cancel its decision After the Congress lost PO

aﬁm
L our DV 14
University was in dilemma whether or not to hon an 10 ave "
Barua with the Doctorate degree. The University beg )

oﬂy
D . erem
this issue to the extent that in the 1978 Convocation ©

who

IC

b _ £ the Scho\? gity
refused to award the Doctorate degree to any O of

he UMY 100
had completed their research’. With the refusal by ¢ o

to honour Debakanty B

deprived of the honoyr

t1es ot
arua, the other two pefsonaht g

dep?
. Dr. Deboprasad Barua of the h
of History, Gauhatj Univers

ity had opposed conferrin®
on Debakanta Barua, in the

eﬂt\YA
: bse e

VTR Academic Council and' S\:)vas dd'ﬂg
with his logjc SWeeping the Gauhati University, 1t gl
10t to honoyr Debakanta B

v 1ogic WA
arua. Dr. Barua’s 10g1¢

142
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the emergency period the intellectual society of Gauhati University
had been fascinated by the poetic talent of Debakanta Barua, but

With the end of the emergency, their fascination has also come to
anend’. As such, ‘just as the proposal to honour Debakanta
Barua had peen unanimous, t

also Unanimous

he proposal not to honour him was

1% This comment of educationist Dr. Deboprasad
a matter of ridicule. Such a light weightless
Comment from

. a person like Dr. Barua shocked the educated
SOciety of Agg

am. Along with Debakanta Barua, the other two
Personalitjeg were also ridiculed by
Mained 3 b

the University. This has
A storical blunder on the part of Gauhati University.
ccepted that it is the duty of the educate

Barya Tremains

d society to

Th
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